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Neitlier the Christian Public nor the World at 
largR hfis ever ndeqnately nmleratootl the phenome- 
non of Qiiakeriimn. It was a powerful movement in 
the direction of freedom of conscience and spiritnality 
in relii;ion — one of those numeroua bursts of tbeiatic 
force M liirh in diffprent nptes ha\e set the cnrrenta of 
human thought flowing on liipiher levels. The move- 
ment was marred near its commencement by certain 
peculiarities, and finally ehecked by a too rigid in- 
cnifitation of the red-hot lava of reform, producing a 
new repression of the freedom tlie movement came to 
assert. This wns dne partly to the unripeness of the 
age, and partly to the nature of the minds acted 
npon. A century later Methodism met with better 
succesn by takinp a less advanced position and hold- 
ing it with more practical regard to the wants of the 
masses. The Quakers allowed their zeal to master 
their discretion, and by insisting on a too absolute 
standard of propriety shnt themselves off from the 
innltttade and stood still till the world went by them. 
Kor were they aware when the changes took place 
wlueb left tiiem contending b.\jo\iV ■oftia.->f«*«BS«5«« 




wliile the lesa punctilious ilivisioas of the great army 
of the Cross moved on to the iraportftat business of 
saving souls. At length they began to perceive that 
what they had supposed to be their special and dis- 
tingnishiug doctrine, the light and guidance of tlie 
Spirit, was becoming the common creed of the 
Church. Active work and tlie steady rising of the 
Millennial Day had brought the general iuteliigeuce 
forward to a recognition of truths once apprehended 
by only a few persons. 

Probably this common race- advancement goes on 
under certain general laws and influences, with much 
less dependence on local displays than we are apt to 
suppose. Bright days are a result of Spring, and not 
Spring a result of bright days. These early sun- 
bursts often come weeks before the steady June 
weather. Then follows the certain reaction, and tben 
another leap forward. We should not order it so, 
but that is God's fashion of putting away the wintry 
weather. 

The following brief osaajs are designed to indicate 
both the advance and reaction in the great spiritual 
movement which occurred in the latter half of the 
seventeenth century. So rapid was its progress that 
in a few years England, Scotland, Ireland and the 
American Colonies were strongly tinged with the 
new doctrines, and several societies had been planted 
on the European Coutineut. The battle for liberty 
of conscience was fought and won, this time withoiit 



"carnal weapons." The nfiine Riven in dnriaion, be- 
came a title of respect. Wealth, ease, socialjpoaition 
followed, and then came the reaction to a conserva- 
tism more Btrinptent than that recently overpowered. 
followed by a decline aa phenomenal as the enrlden 
rise of the Society. The causes of this Decline have 
been the theme of nnmberless discussions both within 
the Body and amonf; interested onlookers. A certain 
mystery seems to envelop the subject in most peo- 
ple's minds, ffivinp it a kind of fascination apart from 
its serious importance. Naturally those most con- 
cpmed cannot rest while doubtful of the causes that 
are paralyzing their best efl'orts to preserve their 
beloved Society and keep their children from stray- 
ing into other folds. 

This is another attempt to answer the inqiiiry in a 
way that may be beneficial not only to Friends but 
to others who can see a providential purpose in Bet- 
ting forth a beacon lif-lit tor the ndvaneiuE divisions 
of the Church Militant — a standard of spirituality 
perhaps in advance of what will be generally practic- 
able for some time to come, but which, with its attend- 
ant dangers of excess, may profitably be kept in view 
by those who aim at intelligent and safe progress in 
religions cultnre. 

Qoakei- Hill, N. Y., May 1, 188G. 



CONTENTS. 



I. The Inner Light, .... 9 

n. The Heavenly Guide, ... 15 

III. Worship in Spirit — Silent Worship, 23 

IV. Preaching with Inspiration, . . 31 
V. Praying with the Spirit, . . 38 

VI. Singing and Music, ... 43 

VII. A Free Ministry, .... 49 

VUL Universal Brotherhood, . * 62 

IX. Equality of Woman, ... 66 

X. Peace, 76 

XL Temperance, . . . • . 84 

XIL Plainness, 92 

Xin. Disuse of Typical Bites, . . 98 

XIV. The Sabbath, .... 112 

XV. Discipline, 118 

XVI. Doctrinal Peculiarities, . . 128 

XVII. Justification — Atonement, . . 142 

XVIIL Perfection — Perseverance, . 165 

XIX. Divinity of Christ— Divine Unity, . 173 

XX. TheResurrect'n— Christ's Second Coming,182 

XXI. The Separation, .... 190 

XXIL Summary, 200 



y 



r 



LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF QUAKERISM. 
I. 

THE INNER LIGHT. 

When George Fox tamed in holy disgust from the 
Ijliijil tenchera to whom he had vainly applied for 
help, to the Lif^bt of Christ iu Lis own anul — " the 
trne Li(>ht which Ji^hteth every raan coming into 
the worH" — and thus fonnd "One who could speak 
to his condition," a new sunrise dawned on the era of 
the Protestnut Reformatinn. There had been other 
prophets and other bright arisiugs in this new apring- 
time of ruform, but none that pn.mised better fruits 
from a humble beginning than that which brought 
Christ Jesus again to be the recognized Teacher of 
his waiting disciples. 

Bitlierto Iho Bible, as interpreted by the Church, 
or by human reason, had been regarded as " the only 
and sufficient rule of faith and practice." Now tlio 
living WuHi) OF OuD, wlio wiwj before all worlds, 
atwo to be looked upon, not only as the needful Illu- 
minittor of the writteu ivunlt .*/' Gad, but as capable 
of opening the meutid eye of the faithful believer 
through the immediate cmches of that heavenly 
Beam which originally gave light to the prophetaand 
apostles. 
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TliiB was eateeiiied liy tljeolo^ians of the time a 
dangerous and fanatical assumtitinn, and in rash 
haurls it might have proved sniih ; "but young Fox 
and hia friends seem to have had wisdom {jiven 
them to guard against the peril by bringing their 
alleged revelations, or "openings," to the test of 
the written Word; — not as to a superior rule, but 
to a corroborating witness : and they freely acknowl- 
edged that whenever a supposed revelation plainly 
conflicts with the " Scriptures of Truth " it must 
be rejected. Without such a limitation all would 
have been at sea again ; for with no arUiiowledged 
standard of judgment, one man's "revelation" has 
the same authority as another's. But thus guarded 
the doctrine is rendered safe, and differs from the 
common theory only in its account of how the con- 
science and understanding become enlightenetL Ac- 
cording to the Quaker doctrine conscience is the 
moral eye of the soul ; but it ia at first blind, 
through sin, and at all times powerless without 
the living light of Christ to endow it for action. 
Neither the Bible nor any human teacher can do 
this without the Sun of Righteousness; while He 
can do it even without these instruments, however 
useful they may be as helps and reflectors of His 
true, or living, light. They believe that He whospole 
to Adam in the garden, and to Saul on his way to 
Damascus, is still able to address the heart and 
conscience of man, without being limited to any 
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parti -ular meilium. At the same time tliey rec- 
ognize the value of the Suripturea wLeuever they 
are available; and that iu must iiintances, tlioiii^h 
by no means always, the voice of the living Teacher 
comes in connection with words stortd in the 
memory, or traced on the page of Holy Writ, — so 
vitalizing these as to give them present authoiity. 
Thifl is the common method of learning the will 
of God among Bible readers; but bow, where the 
Bible is not read? Is God altogether Kileut, or 
without a witness, to the ignorant masses of men? 
By no means, say the Friends, "The heavens de- 
(TB the glory of God, and the firmament slinweth 
handiwork : there is no speech nor liinguage 
where their voice is not heard." Not only this, 
but "The grace of Gnd which bringeth salvation 
hath appeared unto all men, teaching the denying 
of ungodliness." Hence, as the air and the sun- 
light give life to men's bodies, so the secret breath 
BOid light of Christ everywhere quickened their im- 
mortal spirits. Dimly indeed shines the heavenly 
beam where it has not made ti>r itself a talH-rnncle 
in human speech; but still, with "fair and friendly 
ray," it warms and keeps alive the moral natiirr, 
adding so mnch of the substance of life eternal 
OS the heart will receive — enough to bring many an 
flower to bhmni, and gather, throughout the 
, VBst multitude, babes and little children 
ngb they Iw, "from the east and from the 
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set, from the north and from the south," to " art 



Isaac ami Jacob in the king- 
many who, on account of 



IQown with Abraham, 
of God;" whil. 
their esternal knowlsd^e, think tliemselvea pillars 
3 that kingdom, will be cast out. 
' Such ia the doctrine of the Inner Liifld, or as other- 
(fisB expressed, the " Univereal aud Saving Light of 
Elhrist." The endowment it f^ives is not a part of 
iHan'a proper, or hereditary nature, but is rather the 
germ of a higher nature which enters his being 
tfirough faith and elevates it to the spiritual rank. 
When not thus born of Christ man remains in spirit- 
ual darkness, even though some degree of moral vir- 
tue invests him with those preparatory graces which 
invite the higher life of God. 

It is interestiug to notice that a truth thus clearly 
enunciated more than two hundred years ago by the 
Friends ia now being slowly recognized by our " ad- 
vanced thinkers." 

Meantime its early advocates permitted a shadow 
to gather over their path by failing to hold the truth 
in moderation. So enamored did they become of 
their favorite doctrine that they suffered the great 
eai-thly repository, or verbal incarnation of the light 
of past ages, and other useful learning to fall some- 
what below par in their estimation. This was after 
tlie founders of the society had rested from their 
labors. They used the Bible freely and with great 
power, often taking it as a sword in their hand, in 
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thftir public ministry. The sword which is wielded 
by the Spirit of God hiis a double edge, tlie Living 
Wnrd Iwing one sids and tlie Written Word the oth- 
er ; and to do effective work both edges should be 
nspd. It wan therefore a serious loss when the Scrip- 
tures ceftsed to be read in ths public assemblies ; for 
then the Hpirit had far less power " for reproof, for 
c'orrentinn, and for instrnction in rififhteimsneas," than 
liad they been wisely used under its direction. It 
wa« no doubt the fear that they would be read for- 
mally, and thus interfere with the silent part of wor- 
Bhip, or the direct promptings of the Hpirit, which 
cnurted their reinovaL But that certainly was not an 
adBi|rtftte reason for so great a change. The clear eye 
of George Fos foresaw the danger, and to warn his 
brethren l;e is said to have nailed a Bible in the house 
where he worshipped. But the reproof and warn- 
iiiK were without avail. His followers remembered 
his famous watcliword, " Mivd ihc IaijIiI," and tried 
in their way to keep their lamps burning ; but with 
the Rolden cftuilleatick removed, and but an irregular 
supplv of oil for their lamps, it was not long before 
iho silences grew formal and wearisome to the com- 
mon people, the sermons became hacbneyed and repe- 
titious, prayer was often but the silent pressure of 
till! mtul upward, and the song of praise was lieanl no 
more. So the unconvinced who had no mental st.orfl 
to draw upon went away, to returji only when « speaker 
of Dote was aatiounced. 



To-day hundreila of Friends' Meeting Bouses 
are falling into ruins in this land of liberty because 
tlie Light wiiicili ceases not to " euligliten every man," 
when not excluded or suiiprcased, has failed to lind 
competent light-bearers within them. A portion of 
the Society have learned the important lesson that 
God works with means, and adapts those means 
to the condition of the people, using the candlestick 
with the candle, and applying both edges of the 
eword ; and those are going on with renewed pace — 
albeit sometimes they break into an unqiiakerly trot. 
But even a torchlight procession, with drums beating 
in the name of tlie Lord, after the style of the Salva- 
tion Army, or a brisk Methodist gallop toward New 
Jerusalem is a much more pleasing sight than empty 
benches, closed doors and churches falling to decay. 
Such methods would indeed be unseemly for plain 
Friends, and might repel those whom milder means 
would win ; but is there uot a medium course which 
would be approved of true wisdom, because happily 
combining in fruitful and more constant rafliance the 
responsive beams of the Outer and the Inner Light ? 
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If God thns communioates with His cliildren is it 
not reasonable to suppose that throuffh this iushiiiing 
Light of the Spirit, not less than by revelations pie- 
vioasly madfi, He will govern Hia uharch and Ruide 
His willin};; servants? So trnstinf;, Friends besought 
thpir Heavenlv Lftader to direct all their st^pa^es- 
p<><!ially in their relisions Rnsagenipnta. Not blindly, 
by a bidden Providence, would they have this done, 
hat intelligihly, as a father speaks to his children. 
"No longer do I call you servants;" said Jesus to his 
disciples; "for the servant knoweth not what his 
lord dooth; hut I have called you Friends: tor all 
things that I have heard from iiiy Father I have 
made known nntoyou." This is the high privilege oE 
all who walk in the Spirit, that they are taught <'f the 
Lonl, according to the words of the prophet, "I will 
put my law into their minds and write it in tlmir 
hearts ; and I will be their God and they shall he 
tny people." 

A lielief no honoring to Christ's gospel was not 
without its fruits. One after another the illusions hy 
which Satan held in thrall, not only worldly-minded 
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people, bat many half-enliglitened Cliriatians, 5rer^ 
flaul bare, and step by step the meek banil of tbnse 
who loved their Lord's appearing were led from the 
[ wilderness of traditional opinions and customs iuto 
I the open walks of truth aud righteonsnesB. 
I The reforms thus iuaiignrated ware often of the 
I most radical character. No respect was paid to 
I esisting customs, however strongly established, mere- 
I ly because such were the usages of the Cliurch, or of 
I society. The paths of Primitive Ohriatiauity were 
I again sought out, aud Spiritual lleligion, pure, sim- 
I pie and rational, was offered to the people in the 
h name of the crucified, riBsn, aud returned Saviour. 
I Nor cauit bo denied that their testimony was ac- 
[ conipanied "with demonstration of the Spirit and of 
', power." Multitudes were converted to the new 
I faith. Not only did the messengers tremble like 
I wires charged with electricity, but often a whole 
(assembly would be shaken ; and at times their per- 
j Becuting accusers and Judges were also constrained 
[ to "tremble before the Lord." So common were 
\ these tremulous motions, as when Sinai quaked 
I beneath the lightuiug and thunder of God's pres- 
I ence, that the name Quakers became their common 
I appellation. The title bears honorable witness to 
r their sincerity, and the respect of Hiro who, when 
[ His disciples formerly were uuited as one soul 
I and voice in earnest prayer, shook the place where 
I tJiey were gathered together, "and they were aU 
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~Si\et\ with the Hnly Ghost." Alas that thfi e 
ftnre should have heoome ao rnre amoiif^ Christians 
as to tnnke it a distinptiishing title, and even a 
fancied atisma. But patience had its reward, and 
the title at length became a badp;e of respect. 

As we have seen, the dnctrino of the immediate re- 
velatioD nf God's will to His people proved revolution- 
izing- It does not lielong to the doctrine, if admit- 
ted, that results will alwavs he the same. Here is 
where the Quakers, in time, carried the reform to 
ejicess hv insisting so strongly on uniformity of opin- 
ion and practice among those governed hy tlie Spirit 
that finally they liecome oppressors in turn. All we 
we can say. while acknowledging that "there are di- 
versities ofHifta, hut the same Spirit, and differences 
of administration, hut the same Lord, and diversities 
of operations, but the same God who worketh all 
things in all," is that herein God wrought effectively 
to produce a certain type of Christian experience and 
laith. And probably it will now be admitted hy 
most intelligent Christians that the worhl has been 
benofited and the cause uf true relipion advanced 
iM a little, through the developments thus made. 
Our present task is to trace these developments and 
also to not© the apparent excesses and reactions at- 
tending tliem, for the benefit of those interested. 

^naki^rs, or Friends, aa they prefer to be 
I, felt obligated to wait, often a long time tot the 



lataps." 



" impresBious," or " motions " of the 
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k)irit, befnro pncatriie in nny relifiiona per vice.. 
fertain general rint.ipswprp pxcppted, aiii'li as meeting 
Pfffither at stated tirups; tlinnsli pxtrpciists de- 
land a spppial ■prninptiug for pven tliis duty. When 
pftthered, instpad of pvoceptlirg, as most Cltriatiaiis 
to ppjid, prav, sing, and preach, they waited 
for a special impulse topanli and all tfipse acta, fpeling 
"the prpparation of the hpart in man and the 
Br of thp lips arp from the Lord;" that ac- 
jfiptalile worship cannot be offered in man's will; 
und that Christ being present, shnuld direct the 
latercisPB nf the meeting, assigning tn each member 
I appropriate <lntv. All therefore sat in silence 
intil some mind felt impressed tn give atterance to 
fits thonchts, emotitma, or desires. Esperitnee 
proved that aometimea one, somptimes several, and 
occasionally none, would feel thus impreased. A 
great varietv of esperipncps waa thus presented, 
according to the constituents of the meeting; but 
duty done was the chief reward nf all, and that 
done silently was believed to be equally pleasing to 
God. Mistakes were of course freipient, but these 
the good Father knew how to parflon, while gently 
pleading Hia little ones along the ascending road 
D His house nf many apartments. 
Whatever we may cnnclnde in regard to the pnrtic- 
K alar way in which Friends were led, the beautiful doc- 
trine of God's paternal guidance must ever com- 
mend iteeJf to the heart of the Christian. The only 
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' rcaaifin for wonder ia tbat the directioua we receive 
slmuld be so indistim.:t as they are to most of us. 
Tliiii loiiy be due to various causes; chiefly no doubt 
to the imperfect state of o jr spiritual faculties. The 
prophetic gift is rare, and yet we all have riidimenta- 
J organs of perception by which wp can in time, per- 
hps, distinguish the guidin;^ pillar of cloud, or lire, 
Jit moves silently on l>efore us. Let us hope the 
■7 18 not distant when, tlirough the combined pow- 
er of growth and education our spiritual gif^ht and 
hearing will become so acnte that we can not only see 
B 8on of Man as he comes in the clouds of heaven, 
li all his holy angels, to judge the living and the 
kd, bat cftn also " hear a voice behind na," as we en- 
r the streets of New Jerusalem, aaying, "This is 
B way, walk ye in it." 

There is, however, auother possible cause for the 

P«fimteue8s of the directions we now receive. The 

1 that is sliown how to solve every problem iu 

) arithmetic seKlom makea & good mathematician. 

i does not wish us always to be children in un- 

rstanding. "In midice be ye children, but in un- 

rHtandiiig lie man." How nhould we become men 

lid di."'titn'tly just Ii< w to perform every act — 

B, wljerp, and liow to do every simple duty? At 

1 we must be Ui\i\ plainly, each time. Then aa 

and reason bej^in to develop, rules take 

1 place "f speoifio commands. Finally tlio princi- 
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coTp.r.'r!, aod we ars askBd to apply tbpsfi prinoiplen 
to the ileterminiitiou ot a proper line of (windupt, aucl 
at len^tli to the particnliir stops nf that line. When 
difficult quastinns uriae we have our teachers, and 
even the President of the XTnivprsity, to apply to for 
relief; but our wise Father does not wiah our path 
made so jilaiu, except at the liegiuniifija nf our course, 
that we shall not need to think. It in often best 
tor us in think hard and long, to wrestle with 
the problems before us, to come almost to de- 
spair. Thus reason, judf^ment, faith, hope, perse- 
verance, are all made strong. Thus, and thus alone, 
can we become men. 

If we examine God's method of training the human 
race we shall perceive that in matters of religion as 
well as cximnion conduct such has been His plan of 
education. First Ho appeared to .\dam and the pa- 
triarchs and told them precisely what to do, and what 
not to do. A basis thus laid down, He then wrote out 
a series of rules, embndyinf; the instrnntionR previ- 
ously given into a system. Finally He transformed 
the written code into a spiritual law in the form of 
recognized principles of conduct. This constitutes 
the Gospel dispensation. 

During each administration Rpecial helps were af- 
forded at the beginning: just as in entering on a new 
study the teacher gives special attention to his pupil, 
and illustrates each principle for him. These per- 
sona} attentions and illustrations form the miracu- 
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|naperi(hls in wJiidi God stoopeil down to enrtli and 
B with His fiuRer on the ground of man's physical 
>3, thus awakening new perceptions and ideas, 
Vhen mental forms or images have been thus cre- 
ated they soon reproduce themselves in language 
Bnl begin a new circle of activities, alwaj's of a 
Ivanced kind. We thns have a dispensation 
persnuivl government, in the patriarchal age ; a 
iepenHation of law, from Moses onward; and a dis- 
pensatioD of principles, introduced by Christ and car- 
ried forward by the Spirits 

Nftw in applying this to the individual life the 
r.ler will be discovered. First, we are shown 
JHtiactly what we shall do, and what leave un- 
Tbeu rules of behavior are given us. And 
ibUv, as men, we are expected to see what is proper 
] do it, without particular inatriiction. 

fair inference tor the case we are considerinj" 
would fteera to he that the special directions we at 
fir^t receive fnim our wpiritual Guide are to be grad- 
-nuffht into a body of principles to be nsed by 
I enlishteneil understanding as occasions arise, 
Spirit working more and more with our spirit, 
■oagU oar improved faculties, and by more or- 

r methods. 
I think there is no doubt that auch are the teach- 
a of experience with most people : and it is (piite 
wihle that a habit of depending on special prompt" 
; for the |ierformanc6 ol geTia'cv^ %sv\ easSVi ^^jk^- 
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ceived duties, and teaching the nninitiated to look for 
some mysterious token of the Divine will before put- 
ting the hand to the plow, or setting bread on the 
Lord's table, may have had much to do with the 
dearth and barrenness so often lamented among 
Friends. We are not justified in working without 
God ; and yet we must ivorh If the thing that should 
be done is not done, the fault is ours : and since it 
only makes matters worse to work blindlv, we must 
get help to open our eyes, and set us rightly for- 
ward. If the Lord seems to be asleep in our vessel, 
we must waken him ; for that is not faith which sits 
still and does nothing. It was his disciples' fear 
that he chided — not their faith in him ; for he an- 
swered their call and stilled the tempest. He can 
also break the calm if we will pray to Him and 
spread our sails. 




WoltSHIP IN SPIRIT — SILENT WOIISHIP, 

Tile Hinil of worsliip is love. Without geimine love 
tn Gil I in the heart all forin^ of worship are a shallow, 
or n pretense- And yet Christianity has often been 
HO often misconceived that an emptv ceremonial 
ytfvi giippoHBil to 1)6 acceptable to God, and a dis- 
chargo of the highest duty known to man. One wlio 
n'laiU the history of the Middle Ages, and of Eughind 
to th« present ceulnry, can but be astonished at the 
blank ignorance of the masses, high and low, who in 
the midst of their godless debancheriea and brute 
strngyles for mastery turned at stated times to the 
"Banctoary" of Him wLoae "eyes are tonpure to be- 
hold iuiijuity," and, apparently without the least 
doniit of their acreptanre, " performed Divine wor- 
ehip " with preat solemnity and piinctilinnsness. In- 
deed, np to the titriR of tlie rise of Friends, the opin- 
ion seema to have been general that worship consist- 
ed larnoly, if not mainly, of external acts. Of course 
there wore those who knew lietter, jnst as there were 
thousands, all thron^h th(3 dark ages, who saw and 
loditheil tlif ftbominations of Popery ; but the prevail- 
iog t-oiiception was gronttly aensuons aud formaL 



B4 W0R8BIP IN SVIRIT 

W Against these ahuBes tlie Quakers drew lortli tbe 
fttwo edged aword of the Spirit and made clean work 
lof tlieiu all, proclaiming again the words of Jghuh, 
^'God is a Spirit; aud Uicy that worship Him viust 
Uaurskip Him I'li spirit and in truth." What priestly 
^Etiial, or Used oi'der of proceed iiij{8 could stand uuder 
BBiia rule? If the heart must not only accompany, 
Bout muat inspire every utterance before it can rfiach 
Bbe heart of God, how can people with unwashed 
BpaDdB come into tlie Lord's presence and begin using 
^niie sacred vessels which have been consecrated to a 
■pure service — the solemn words of prayer and praise, 
K^nd holy exhortation wkieh befit only lips touched 
Kyith living coals from God's holy altar? If Mosea 
Bivas required to pnt off hia shoes before the burning 
■l)ush, and the sons of Aaron mnst be themselves 
Bidean, and offer no unclean beast unto Jehovah, how 
Hmnch more should they who come into that Temple 
Bwhich is sanctified, not with "the bloi^d of bulls and 
■goats," but of God's own unspotted Lamb, bring only 
■'& pure offering. 

H What attitude so becoming in those who tliuB 
Rapproach the Mercy-seat, as that of reverent silence, 
Biwith head and heart bowed in humble waiting until 
HQod shall cause His glory to appear between tbe 
■ 'cherubim of adoring Faith and Love, inspiring hope, 
H]oy and thanksgiving? Then let the song of praise 
Knscend, as pure incense from the golden censors where 
Bsacred fire is burning — not a false ffame kindled by 
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fQtnan passions ; and let tlie iieart of the cbiltl make 
known its requests, assured that the Father's ear is 
a|>en. And should that Father have a message of 
line, ur words of instruction to send by one whose 
timgue lias can^ht the accent of angel voices, "let 
liitn sj>eak as the orarles of God ;" "and if lie minis- 
ter let bim miuister as of the ability which God 
i;iveth." 

Sach is the beautiful ideal which the Friends tned 
to renliise. And they did realize it to a hay^jy es- 
tent ; so that Heaven itself seemed to come into their 
MeetiD<^, and made them (flad with a pare and holy 
joy — » joy so deep and saered that for a time words 
were like an intrnsion, like obstntutions in the sweetly 
flowing stream of the Father's love, as it circled about 
the fold and the ^reen pastures where the Hhepherd 
was leading His sheep or watching them as they lay 
on the sunny banks. And when He spoke they au- 
liwored Him, for they knew His voice. Not one only, 
but many made answer; for perfect love had cast out 
(i-ar, so that even the lambs were not afraid to bleat 
in the presence of their mothers and brothers. 

Alas, that the time should ever have come when 
the voice of the little onen was no longer heard. Bat 
come it did, all too quickly, as the fervor of early 
steal abated, when persecution ceased, and when the 
fatberH and mothers whom the Ijord called with a 
baptism of fire had fnllen asleep, and children bad 
taken their places without taking their esporiences. 
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the atmosphere agaiii became lifelenB and cohi, aiid 
rurmalism, which had "been bauiKhed in her garli of 
emptj words and vain ritual, returned in a ceremony 
of idle waiting and dead silence. 

There ia nothing more admirable than the Church 
of Christ when adorned ^a a hride for her husband, 
with all herfjoodly ornaments, alive in heart and head 
and hand, her eyes beaming with intelligence and 
love, even while'cast meekly down at her Beloved's 
feet. A mother of many children will He then call 
her, and she shall be blessed of them that are ready to 
, perish. But how mournful, on the other hand, is that 
' Church sitting solitary, her children ^one from her, her 
limba bound with the golden chain which she wore at 
her bridal, and unwilling that any shall remove it. 
And the greater the attainment made the greater 
is the fa]l when the change comes. 

The only possible way to a\'oid formalism is to 
ieep alive. A cemetery will always be a formal 
place, both when the dead are ImTving the dend ard 
when silence reigns nndiaturbpd among the graves. 
Nnthins is gained by a do-rothing policy. Action is 
imperative, and the only pscajip from wrong action is 
right action. If we sit down prnff ssing to worship 
God and do it not, how much batter are we than 
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vain? But the testimony nf the prophet is, "They 
that wait on the Lord shall reiivw Iheir strerigth ; tliay 
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* moimt up with wings as ea[^lea, tliey shall run and 
not be weary, they shnll walk, aod not faint." Then if 
uur naitiug f;kila to bring fnrtb these fruits it is not 
waitiuf; <m the Lnnl, but waiting /m- the Lord : and 
the exchange nf one ot these prepositions for the oth- 
er will either build up or ruin any church. 

It is very desirable that we should wait on the 
Lord in a respectful Riid proper way : bnt I wimkl 
rather my chiMren should come clamoring around 
me, asking for bread and meat three times a day, 
than that tliey should uever be hungry enough to ask 
for food. Alas for the poor pale lips that never part 
iu urgent prayer! How the Good Father mourna 
ot*er them : and dear Mother Church too often pre- 
pantB her dainties for them iu vain. 

We must not be too delicate — not more nice than 
wise; and we most always remember that children 
have thftir wants as well um growu people. The in- 
ability of the Friends' to adapt their system to the 
needs of all classes, children as well lis avlults, nn- 
reHective muids as well us deep thinkers, has been one 
ot their greatest defioiencies. 

From the nature of the case, silent worship iu a 
loiied assembly, ahoutd not be i;ontiuued beyond a 
moderate length of time. If there are those pres- 
ent who prefer to meditate longer they should retire, 
whilo the Lord's table is being spread for such as 
lipfd tangible food, as these will always bp found in 
& lar^ majority. And if there is no steward at h&ud 
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■ho is alile to "brins out of his treasury thiiif^s i 
tnd old" adapted tfi tlie wants nf tlie upedy, ti en 
Sie Clinrch slionld mnke haste and " pray the Lord of 
the harvest tliat He will send forth laborers into His 
hai-vest;" and not cease prayiug until they are sent 
in such abundance that there will be found "bread 
erinngh and to spare," wherever the people shall 
Rather themselves together in the Lord's house. For 
if earthly fathers, when they malte a feast for their 
children, suffer theiQ not to go away hungry, is itnota 
shame that the Father of all should be so misrepre- 
sented by His servants as to seem unable to provide 
what is good and palatable for all who come to his 
house, both young and old, rich and poor, learned 
and ignorant. 

It ia not waiting on Gnd until the Spirit is given 
which causes the trouble, but failing to heed the 
Spirit and to use the one talent of grace when it ia 
bestowed. If we have grace enough to show us 
what we need and feel our want, then it is our turn to 
act. " Seek and ye shall find ; ask and ye shall re- 
ceive ; knock audit shall be opened unto you." But 
the work too generally stops short, because no one is 
found who has confidence enough to go up and knock 
manfully at the door of the Lord's treasury. How 
quickly would waitingbe turned into joy if snch could 
always be found : for it is this God desires mora 
than we desire bread ; that He mav show Himself 
gracions, and feed his little ours to the full, and thus 
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sm often to Bis arroB. True, it is benrt- 
knocks only which cau^e the door to open, and 
faith must accompany the blow. But give it gently, 
or give it loudly, the Father will hear ; and if he do 
not answer at once it is because He will try our faith 
and teach as to pra}' niore earnestly. That is his vay 
of drawing us closer tu Uiui. 

If we would thus work with God, intelligently, 
freely, faithfully, He would lead ue on step by step, 
until we should snou break out in song— "The Ltird 
in my shepherd, I shall not wiiut; He u;aketL me to 
iti> down in fjreen pastures; He leadeth me beside 
the still waters; He restoieth my soul; Ue leadeth 
nie iu the paths of righteonuuess for His name's sake." 

"Many are the blessed experiences which I J 

could relate," says Uol)ert Barclay, "of this silence and I 
maimer of worship; yet I do not so much com mend and I 
speak uf this silence as if we had bound ourselves by I 
May law to exclude praying or preaching, or tied our- 
a>lTes thereunto — uot at all; for as our worship cim- 
sistetb not in words, an neither iu silence, as silence, 
but in a holy dejtet.dejwe of the mind ujion Gixl; j 
bum which dependence silence necessarily follows i: 
the first place, until words can be brought forth which 
are from God's Hpirit. And God is not wanting to 
e in his children to bring forth words of exhorta- 
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vinced of the truth there ia scarce any in which God 
raise th not up some or other to minister to his breth- 
ren, and there are few meetings that are altocjether 
silent. For when many are met together in this one 
life and name it doth moat naturally and frequently 
excite them to pray and praise God, and stir up one 
another by mutual exhortation and instructions. 
Yet we judge it needful that therp be in the first place 
some time of silence, during which every one may be 
gathered inward to the word and gift of grace from 
which he that ministereth may receive strength to 
bring forth what he ministereth." 

Apology — Prop. XT. — §IX. 



PBEACHING WITH INSPIRATION. 

The manifeatatinn of the Spirit is tjiven to pvf^rv 
to profit withal. For to one is pivpn W tlii* 
Spirit the word of wisflnra ; to another tlic word 
I'f kiiowledge by the name Spirit ; to anothpr faith hv 
tlip same Spirit ; to another giftfl of healing by tlie 
R«me Spirit; tn another the working of miracles; to 
ftiiothpr prophecy ; to anotLer discerning of spirits; 
to Runthpr divers kinds of tongues ; to another the in- 
terpretation of tongues. But all tliese worketh that 
one and thp selfsame Spirit, dividinj; to every man 
spverallv aft He will."-! Cor. XII, 7-11. 

Therefore the Friends argue that all preaehing of 
the nospel shonld lie with inspiration of th*^ Spirit, or, 
at Paul described his own preaching, "in dpmonstra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power." 

Tn every creat revival of religinn men know that 
the Spirit dominates tliem. They feel it asdistinctly 
nit they feel the air when the wind is blowing. They 
cnniiot see it: thev may not be ablp to analyze its in- 
flni^ncr. bnt tliey know that sometliing besides their 
r»wn Toluntary impnlses nrfjes them on. Their souls 
uRittiavigorated by this uiy^teriouB poteucy, aiid they 
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illeve iu miracles, aud do miracle.'!. All at once 
'.y are prophets, and look witli unsealed eyes into the 
ptlia of the inner life. They become teachers, min- 
iters, apostles. There ia uo greater miracle than 
.is peiitecoatal outpouring of the spirit in tongues of 
ire chiivged with arrows of eouvietion for the Ruther- 
multitudes. Luther, iind every other great re- 
irmer, was an inspired man. He scarcely stopped 
isider it, but worked on, like Vulcan at 
his for^^e, and hammered out the thunderbolts of 
the Reformation, (,'ould he have done this with- 
out the breath aud fire of Heaven blowiug and 
mrninf^ all around and within himi' George Fox 
a man of the same class, though of a ditfereut 
per. He was like John as compared with Peter ; 
but he too was a " son of thunder," notwithstanding 
his peaceful aud loving disposition. He saw more 
distiuctly than Luther what ageucies were accom- 
plishing the work to which he was called. He lay on 
the Master's breast, and could look up and ask Him 
questions. Thus Le set the type for his followers, 
and became the founder of a new school of prophets. 
Penn and Barclay preached aud wrote, Burrough and 
Naylor proclaimed theGoKpel with power as they were 
moved by the Spirit No doubt some chaff, and perhaps 
a little cockle was contained in the handfuls of wheat 
they threw out; but the Lord's truth was there in 
such abundance that the fields soon became green, 
and the sweet rustling of the teuder leaves could be 
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I every side, as the spirit breatlieil rpnn 
The theory of Frieuils is that preaching; shuuKl bafl 
fttteiDpted only when the presence of the Spirit is fdt ; 
otherwise silenee ahnnld be maintained even if nothing 
l>e doDe in a meeting bnt to sit tfifijether and meditate. 
Bnt pratitinc tlie trntli nf the proposition that with- 
ont the Spirit'B aid no service ran be performed ao- J 
ceptitbly to God, several important questions arise^ 
as t*> the degree of inspiration requisite for a hef^in-1 
ninR ami for continuance;— whether this aid is always J 
consciously bestowed or may sometimes be u 
scionsly possessed ; and whether the fruits of a pre-l 
vions inspiration may not be appropriately brought! 
forward to supply a deficiency in the present amouDt.l 
of spiritnal rain-fall. 

Suppose we had no water for use but such as fallsil 
every day! An enthasiast might say to us that Godl 
will supply us daily with wliatever we need, as He J 
did the Israelites in the wilderness, wlieu manna fellf 
every mr)ruiiig, and when water from the rock fol— J 
towed them in their j.iurnejs, and the cloud directed " 
their course. There are doubtless times when such 
care is to be expected. It was needful for Israel in 
tbo wilderness during the transition period, but it was 
not poutiuued in the laud nf Canaan. There they^ 
lived u short time nn the spontaneous fruits of I 
land, and then went to raising wheat, and planting! 
viD«yards. 80 in the highest system of Providou(«, 
Ihe labor of man unites with the gilts of heaven to e 
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large and preserve tliem and make the enpplj Qni'^ 
form. 

We ougbt indeed to " covet earnestly the beat gifts,'* 
and there ia no doubt that prophesying, or npeakinf; 
from the spirit directly, is the more satisfactory mode 
of preaching the Goa])el, and far the most effective, 
as Paul showed — fa-r more than speaking in an un- 
known tongue. Yet the apostle did both, and much 
besides. He made himself all things to all men. His 
object was to win souls to Christ, not to defend a 
theory : and so, like bis Master, he used every means 
that came within his reach to convert men and build 
them up in the truth. When one method failed, he 
tried another. We preached, prayed, prophesied, 
talked in various languages, in reason and out of Be»- 
soo, like a fountain that runs at all times, whether' 
you want the water or not ; wroj« letters, worked with | 
his hands and went on missionary expeditions ; cir- l 
cumcised his converts and refused circumcision ; ate 
meat and refused meat ; exhorted, remonstrated, ; 
scolded, wept; aaug hymns and discoursed on theolo-, 
gy ; healed the sick and raised the dead. Thus he 
became the great, broad, efficient builder of many' 
churches, and the best single representative of Christ'^' 
fullness which the world has known. Such a man,. 
saturated all through with the inspiration of Divine' 
life and love, is smely a better model for the Ohris-! 
tian minister than any which our fragmentary wisdom 
has presented to the modem church. 
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Vhat the church wauts is not less inspiration, hm 
more. We want aii iuspiratioD which will affect ua 
tint merely once or twice in a week, hut which will 
remain with ns, showing its fruits in every-day word 
and action. We want inspired writing, inspired cnn- 
v(>rs»tion, inspired teachiug of the young, inspired 
rpading, inspired hand-shaking, iiispii-ed praying and 
singing, iuspired essays on subjects of vital interest 
to oursfiives and others. In short, inspiration should 
run all through the church, filling it with life and 
warmth, and then we should have preaching that 
would Iw inspired indeed — filled with the love, wis- 
iloin. tenderness and zeal of Christ, and with His heal- 
\nn power to recover the sick, and break the bondage 
of sin. Oh, that we might once more witness the fuU- 
nens of such an inspiration as moved the saints of old, 
and which wronght liberty and enlargement in Zion. 
The c)nestion of inspiration is necessarily an obscure 
one. "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
beareRt the sound thereof but canst not tell whence it 
Cometh or whither it goeth." It is God's prerogative 
t" work in secret and come to our aid when and 
wherfl He pleases. All are not sensitive alike to 
spiritual impressions, nor is the same degree of per- 
suasion required to guide or set the minds of all in 
atitiou. A slight touch of the rein will keep a well 
the path chosen by his master, while 
1 needed for one of stubborn 
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we are enaliled to retain tlie instructions impartedliy 
the Spirit I'nr a lunger time, and to co-cq^eiate witli 
God in a moreumform way, bo as to be able, at len^tL, 
to teach divine truths with regulantj and at the aatue 
time with force and unction. 

Never, indeed, should we be fonnd wnrking wholly 
without God — without thwt realizinf; sense which the 
Spirit gives of the trutlis we utter. So far the Friends 
are clearly right, as opposed to any who sitlempt to 
labor in "the night, when no man can wnrlt " effpot- 
ively. But there is every shade of twilight, from the 
faint glimmer of early dawn to sunrise; and work is 
not all wasted that is done between the two. 

As the time seems fast approaching when we shall, 
in a sensp, have "no night," in favored places on this 
earth, whose bowels flow with oil, and whose air is an 
ocean of electric fire, so when the Church realizes tlie 
ideal of its Founder and becomes as a city set on a hill, 
whose glory shines afar, day without night, or as a 
"woman clothed with the sun," then our " whole body 
shall be full of light," and our power for efTectuol 
working will not be intermittent as at first. 

True it is that for many a long day of our achool 
life God will need to show ns that we are dealing with 
something quite difi'erent from the spirit of subject 
Nature which we can harness to our car at our own 
will. Often He will quench our glory behind clouds 
which our hand is not strong enough to remove, until 
we learn the great lesson that "it is God that work- 
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1 in 08 botli tfi will and to do (/ Hin oum ijdoiI 

pfnxvTf :" and that therefore we must work "with 

remliliiifj," while tbe liRlit ehiiiea. And jet "the 

nil) cif the ri^hteo11R is ns the uhininj^ light that 

letb lirifjliter and brighter unto the perfect day." 

Two dan^prg lie verj' near those who believe in 

•cial iii»pirutiim. One is the diin;;er of mistaking 

ini'liKht fop Biiulight. The other that of tliinkiiig 

.nli}{bt 8iilBcient withoiit nay aid from lamplight. 

iDV u minister scis tire re^nlavly to his dim. smoky 

Qiile, or h!a lump tilled with old oil, in the day 

iipposin^ that he is really briuKiog fresb li{^ht 

from litiarea ti> bis drowsy heiirera. Others, on the 

oootrary, refuse to li^^ht their lamps, even iu the 

ni^ht; aud would have a minister of ChriBt like a 

toiu with ouly akv-lii;hta and no side windows to 

t in retlected li^ht from nature and hnman litera- 

Now a jninister of the Gospel without a glass 

over his head, or bo much as one small window, 

K pitiable object; bnt at the snnie time "wliatso- 

■ doth make manifest is li^jht," and the power of 

(Diiine inapiratinn is greatly enhirged when tbe mind 

■nii'^rbt U|Hin is fdrnished with siiiluble material for 

Q Spirit's uao. 
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^ When Frienrls adopted the principle of absolute ain- 
serity and truthfwlness in worship, it struck at the 
root of many customs. Among these was formal 
prayer. Prayer is esaentinlly formal when uninspired, 
or unaccompanied by active desii^ea corresponding 
with the words used, whether these words be read, 
rehearsed from memory, or extemporized by thg in- 
tellect All such utterances fall below the liii^best 
Christian standard, even when made under a sense of 
duty by Christian people. They belong to that large 
class of idle words for which the perfect Judge will 
call us to account as we come to see that Gad is a 
God of truth, and requires of all His children " truth 
in the inward parts." 

But here we come again upon the constantly re- 
curring question, What shall people do who are not 
perfect? who are learning how to put words and 
things, sound and sense, together? Will God hold 
Ruch to strict account for every sentence which tells 
Him how we know we ought to feel, though our poor 
laggard hearts refuse to respond with dutiful senti- 
ments? What if our prayers are like wheat heads 
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onlt Imlf fiU6<] vitti gntin, aod the rest pret' * ' i!> 
chnff. will He tlirow tlipm all away? Or will i ; Uc 
wbat wlieat tlifre is iniil Mnw away the cLnfl 4.;ih 
HiB kindly l.reatli? Shall we raise no wheat till we 
(■«n present a rimkI full crop of forty IjiiBhels to tlie 
aure? tSit&U we pnt np do prayers until every word 
can come before God laden with throbbing emotioua 
and desires ? KlanifeBtlv this is not good husbandry. 
It i« not the way we treat onr children. We do not 
expect perfection from tliem. We bear with tlieir 
weaknessefl, and do not Iinsh their voices when, with 
"lisping, slammering tongne." they are learning liow 
to talk. And yet a& they advance we endeavor to hold 
them more and more closely to the demands of good 
[enae and absolute truthfulness. 

I Here is where the Quaker system so often proved 
■ pra<^ticable, becanse it was designed for a state of 
K-iety far in advance of the world's attainment when 
l«raR introduced. In a selpct company, gathered 
Btid the fires of persecution nnd bound in closest 
Mlowship thereby, it^ worked admirably; but as 
cbBstened human natnre began to re-assert itself in 
the next and sueceeding generations, the ideal stand- 
ard WRB found BO far in advance of the comfortable 
body of its followers tltHt in trying to regulate their 
ttmdurt by it they were like a factory bnilt to run by 
team but situated so far from the engine room that the 
kun «k>Ir before it reaches the works, A good 
itiet power, with all its waste of energy, aud ita 
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splashing of waters, will do more execiition'tban s 

a ateam power as that. 

The result was that public prayer became leas and 
Kles8 freqneiit, until in many meetiuf^s it came to be nf 
I'jrare occurrence. They accepted, as if for all occa- 
sions, the Lord's injunction to private prayer: "But 
■thon when thou prayost enter into thy closet and shut 
rthedoor: there pray to thy Fatherin secret; and thy 
Father who s^eth in secret shall reward thee opeuly." 
liTl'e heart beinf; taken for the closet, the rule was thus 
1 extended to the public assembly where each was to 
L pray in secret for the thinjjs needed. All this was 
Ivery beautiful and apt, had it not stopped short of 
I the npe.ii retcarii. The proper result of a company of 
Christians all praying together in secret is that a 
flame will break out from the burning coals and lift 
itself toward heaven with such glowing warmth of ut- 
terance that all hearts will rejoice together with that 
consummate joy which is to be found only in the fit 
expression of the soul's emotions. For, talk as we 
may about silence being "golden" and speech " sil- 
Tern," the old proverb is nearer tlie trutli, that "words 
fitly spoken are as apples of gold in pictures of pil- 
ver." The crown of all joy is its happy expression ; 
and too often for the want of the "word in season" a 
. prosperous Quaker meeting has exchanged the silence 
of sweet meditation for the silence of dent'i. The 
fruits of God's love may dwell a long time in the womb 
I of the soul, but sooner or later they must achieve ex- 
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prMBion or neath follows. Maay n poor heart knnwal 

thift to be true from travail that has brought in 

almoi^t to the gi'ave. Then yiehliDi^, it htis fouiK^ J 

^^^^few wonls siibmis^ively spoken, the joy of thM 

^^^poiDf^d at the gate» of Heaven. I 

^^^p) thia ivay God haR )oti^ brought forth His chil- J 

'I 4(«ii io the iDinistry ))y the croH& of Chiist, and sal 

Inn^ Of) enough of these are bom into the Clnirc-h nhal 

K)ro«p3r, bnt when, for any ca'ise, they fail to ap-1 
the soDR of the reapers will cejiae. I 

niaters in the Society of Friends have often beea!l 
ly at fault in this mjitter, from (in o-verwronght 1 
ijicetiess which increases by indulgence until power I 
nnil facility in prayer are lost, or ratljer are never I 
gained, from slight use of the gift, which like all otb'l 
er gifts requires cnltivation. Waiting for a com- 1 
miinding impulse, or seduced by tlip tlieory that pri- I 
*ate prayer is sufficient, the minister fails to voice I 
the common need and gather the spirits of the people I 
into tlint unity of desire and purpose which is the \ 
key to Heaven's richeat blessings. Jesus laid great 
HtreKH on unity in prayer, pledging His Father's 
blesaing if any two of His diBciples shouhl be agreed 
as touching any thing they would ask in His name.. 
Thp most natural way to eflfect such agreemeut ia \ 
ft hearty expression of what one earnest mind f< 
thoa falling forth the "amen" which clasps all he 
in one. The elements of right emotions and desire 
li^ dormant in many souls, watting to be i^atheilM 
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into form by a happy utterance, and just as we all 
become poets when a poet speaks, many are mtule 
supplicauts by one earnest pleader. This is the sa- 
cred office of him whose heart is fired and whose lips 
are moved by the Holy Ghost. And blessed is he 
whose thoughts and words are thus formed into a 
ladder reaching from earth to Heaven, whereon the 
angels of God may be seen ascending and descending 
with blessings for the children of men. 




The de'icate Quaker conscience was not lorg in 
discovering that singing psalms and hyraue lu con- 
cert, by a mixed company of believers and nnhelievers, 
with niuBical accompaniment, opened the door to gnive 
perversions of the truth, and ofti^n reduced a serious, 
and what should be a sacred act, to a merely sensu- 
ous entertainment. They did not condemn singing 
in itself as necessarily wrong. Indeed, during the 
first warm days nt the new sprii^g-tide, before the 
Society bad grown formal, exercised minds often 
broke ont iu "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs," 
giving praise to the Lord of Hosts whose arm was 
woudronsly made bare for the triumph of his cause 
and the deliverance of his oppressed people. It is 
probable, though not certain, that those who were fa- 
miliar with the metrical hymns of the day, sometimes 
nsec] these as the vehicle of their devotional senti- 
ments. Others improvised both the words and music 
und thns originated that peculiar style of intoning 
parts of their sermons which bo long characterized 
the majority of their speakers; but which finally came 
under censure as the society grew more cultured and 
JesB enthasiastic. 
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wjis discontinued is not recorded. 
a gradual reanlt of the pi 
I riousnesa and ethical refiupment — a growing e 

6S3 to whatever was felt to be inc^^3^un^8 with 

rthe ^eueral spirit of the meetings. But eveu before 

[ this, music aa an art had fallen under ban aud was for- 

I bidden to Friends under pain of diaowiment. It is 

I not until quite reoeutly that a reaction has takes 

I place, finallv making tbe law a dead letter. The 

struf^gle was a long and painful one, causing many a 

Jieartache, and frequent ruptures of aot-ial relations, 

as member after member was divided from the bixly 

for the sin of allowing music to be taught and prac- 

tieed in his family. But now it is very common. 

In the extreme van of the "orthodox" branch of 
the Hociety Lymn singing is again cautiously making 
its appearance. It began with individual voices ; but 
slowly others gained courage to join, luitil at length 
hymn books have been issued, and children in the 
"first-day schools" are in some cases taught to siug 
in concert. This is proliably the entering wedge to 
its flnal adoption as a part of social worship, and 
then will arise the danger nf the pendulum again 
swinging to the opposite extreme. Hapjjy will it be 
for Friends if they can preserve the true medium in 
this as well asother departments of religion. 

It unght not to need argument to prove to any in- 
Ltelli^jent mind that a propewtity of oar nature which 
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Ood has ma'Io so strong thn 



o aniount nf oppression 1 
cnn crnsh it oat rIiouKI have room for rational re 
ioiiH eserciHe. A liapjij child sings as naturally as a ] 
lark. From first to last the Bible overflows with 
prooffi that sinpinp and lansic are the uativp, wings of 
praise. Whenever the Spirit of God has powerfully 
pervaded the sonl of man it has risen Hpontaneously 
in ftdorinj^ sonjijs, and if capable of doing so has ac- 
companied the words with melodious sounds, either 
Topjil or instrumental, or both, , 

The only practical question which presents any 
difficulty is that of regulating the eserciee in a way 
to prevent abuse, The moment truth and sincerity 
areRscriticed to sound, Rplipon cries out in pain, and 
the angels fly away. Not unfreqaently the devil 
comes iu their place and sets the people to criticising^ 
the performance as a work of art, or carries them 
quite away from all devotional engagements in adini- 
Tation of pleasant sounds. When the followors of 
Jesus thns turn from Him who aang with His dis- 
ciples, but not, we may bo sure, to please the ear 
of man, and worship at tlie shrine of Polyhymnia, 
it is time to reflect on those words of strong warning, 
"If thy right eye cause thee to offend pluck it out 
und cost it from tliee, for it is better for thee to enter 
into life with one eye than having two eyea to be cast 
into Gehenna." It was probably on this principle 
that the Friends excluded Lymu-aingiug from their 
. VOrahipi and uiiless it cau be con lucted with a reaa- 
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onablfi degree of worsbipl'nl seutimeiit and truthfHP 
neas they are certainly right in rejecting it wLolly. 
Much o! our fashionable church music must he a 
blasphemous discnrd in the ears of God, when hiied 
Rrtists take in their unhallowed lipa words meet only 
:|or angels or blood-washed saints, while the people 
nit like children, their thoughts dissipated and car- 
Tied about on waves of meaningless sound. There 
ia urgent need of reform in this matter. 

And ypt it is an over-nice demand of conscience 
which forbids our ever usiDg words that do not ex- 
actly represent onr own feelings aiid experiences. To 
Bome extent we may properly personate the writer of 
a hymn in singing, as we do in reading. Our minds 
and feelings may enter iuto the words uttered as far 
fSA they are able, and by thus bringing pious thoughts 
into view our hearts may be sympathetically afl'eeted 
and drawn out in worship, when otherwise they would 
have remained inactive. This is a legitimate effect of 
singing, as well as reading; and sentiments may be 
brought closer to us by our taking good words rep- 
resentatively on our lips, than by hearing others 
speak them. Conviction is sometimes wrought ia 
this way by the Spirit, Pniperly guarded against 
.abuses the influence for good thus exerted by 
sacred songs is of great value, and is one of the 
agencies most available for purifying and deepening 
B fountains of youthful aspiration. To say nothing 
the proper attractions thus given to the place of 
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worship, the»fl high and holy uses commend Chiis- 
tian siiigiug as almn^t equal in efficiency to the other 
two arms of Divine service — preaching and prajer. 

It may be difficult to bring congregational wcging 
properly under cimtrol of the Spirit, and yet it ought . 
not to be impossible. The Spirit nf God is the Spirit 
of love, wisdom and a sound uiind. It always win 
rationally as well as with fervor, and is not averse to 
order and regularity. Aud the bumao heart and 
mind, however changeful in some of their moods. 
ought to gain stability nf purpose so that devotional 
sentiments of various kinds may be in constant, 
though perhaps latent, possession. This is really the 
case. The soul of a mature Christian is not like a 
(rail anemone whose bloBHoms come forth in the 
Rpring and do not appear again in a twelvemonth; 
but rather it is like an orange grove in the south, 
blossoming and bearing fruit at all seasons. And 

bre should be enough of these in every Christian 
Wmbly to respond to the invitation to sing our 
iber's worthy praise, or utter forth the longiugs 
uui aspirations of inspired poets with honest enthu- 
siasm. Is it not a part of the church's buaine.SH to 
educate all, and especially the young, so that tliey may 
unite, &s they feel inclined, in these acts of social 
worship. In this way many a heart would be enabled 
to give utterance to its feelings, which would do so in 

bother way, and through even so humble a partieipa- 
D in the vocal service, tu find comfort and utrengtli. 



"As to the singing of psalms," says Barclay, 

" tLei'e will nut lie need of any long disctiurse : for 
that tbe case is just the name as in the two for- 
mer of preaching and prayer. We confess this to be 
a part of God's worship; at.d very sweet and refresh- 
ing when it proceeds from a true sense of God's love 
in the heart, and arises froDj a divine influence of the 
Spirit that leails anuls to hreathe forth either a sweet 
liarmony, or words suitable to tbe present condition, 
whether tbey be words formerly used by the Sitiuts 
and recorded in Scripture, such as the Psaluis of 
David, or other words; as were tlie hymns and songs 
of Zacharias, Simeon, and tbe blessed "Virgin Mary. 
But as for the formal customary way of singing, it 
hath no fonndation in Sci-ipture, nf>r any gi-ound in 
Christianity: yea bf sides all the abuses incident to 
prayer and preaching it hath this more peculiar, that 
oftentimes great and horrid lies are said ia the sight 
of God : for all manner of wicked and profane people 
take upon thf>m to personate the experiences and con- 
ditions of the blessed David which are not only false 
as to them, but also as to some of more sobriety who 
utter them forth," 

Apology, Prop. XI, §XXVI. 




Tbe vital force*, iio lean tban tlie distinguishing 
grace of tlie Cbristim leligiuu, lies in tliat Divine 
love wLicli prompted Jeaus to labor, suffer and die 
for the benpfit of iminkiud, looking for do other re- 
ward than that which a futher finds in the safety and 
hnppinpHS of hia chihlrpn. "Whatever dops not par- 
take of tbia spirit is forplgn to the Gosppl of Christ. 
ll 18 ohvioiis, therefore, that the Christian Ministry 
mnBt rest on this lofty foundation, or sink to the low- 
er plane of worldly avocations; and perhaps the 
worst effect of making it a salaried office, is thtit it hiia 
A tendency to degrade the sacred palling to a level 
with secuhtr professious, and thus rob it of the g\ory 
<rf a Divine mission. No other proof of this tendency 
is needed than the fact that it so stands in the popu- 
lar estimate. l>eing classed as one of the three learned 
profe-wious, with law ami medicine; and this without 
a protest from the "legates of the skies." The con- 
Becjnences are, that not only is the office secularized 
in the common estimation, but a vast amount ol 
hj'poerisy and selSsbness become mixed up with the 
miuiBtry of the Gospel, through temptations offered 
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to nnsanctified men to make it a road to hcmor 

and comfort, instead of tlie tlinrnv path of self-deuial 
■which CImst and his apostles found it. 

George Fox and hia friends clearly saw thia ^eat 
f evil and set their faces against it with the zeal of true 
I reformers. They had ample opportnnitj to realize 
1 the baleful effects of making the priesthood a raer- 
I cenary office ; for veritable wolves in sheep's clothiiig, 
fpaid by State, or with tithes cruelly wrung from the 
I poor, and from unwilling dissenters, drove them from 
1 tlieir homes to starve in priHOn, until "hireling priest" 
I became in Iheir minds ji, synonym for Anti-Christ. 
Well might they ask, and well may we, even now, con- 
sider, what it was that so tvanaformed the fullowera 
of Him who came to save and uplift the lowly by 
putting Himself as a trodden stone beneath their 
feet. Was it not simply the fact that in course of 
time, as Christianity became popular, the ministry 
was allowed to degenerate into a lucrative office? 
From thia "root of all evil" have grown up the enor- 
mous perversions that so often in the past have ren- 
dered Christ's professed servants a hissing and a 
by-word among those whom they oppressed. And 
while it is easy for us now to say that these evils 
I came from the abuse of u just privilege, would it not 
I be well to examine very closely the fountain whieli 
has sent forth such a stream, in order that we may 
find exactly how and ^\here the corruption entered? 
Jaaaa laid the governing principle al his ministers' 
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Iriior ftnd snpport in the law of reciprocal love, eo 
Bnccinctly atateil in the dirpctions He gave to liis dJR- 
raples wbeu Brst sendinp; them forth to proclaim the 
Gosppl, What are His wordu? " As ye e;o presirh, 
fwvinp. Tlie Kingdnm of Heaven is at hand. Heal 
the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepera, cast out 
iIavjU : freely ye have received, freely give. Provide 
wither Rold nor silver nor brass in yonr parses ; no 
wallet for your journey, neither two coats nor shops, 
tiors'aO": forthe laborer is worthy of his food." — Matt. 
S, 7-10. Wliat are the points of duty thus authori- 
tatively laid down? 

First, Preach the Gospel and do u^ood wherever 
yon grt, freely, heartily, lorinply, as Christ has taiipht 
and done good to you. 

Second. As Christ's servants, loot to Him for sup- 
port : neither provide for youraelveR, as thou<jli the 
work were your own, nor exact aid from men ; but 
wvept the contributions of such as will give freely, as 
lliB proper fmit of yonr ministry. 

How evident it is, from the airaplestatement of this 
wnpremely wise law, that bad the Christian Ministrv 
alwavH literally obeyed its injunctions there would 
never have arisen so much as one of the bitter com- 
p1»infi4 that have marked the advent of the Church to 
popularity and power. The npRlect to maintain 
Christ's ordinance precisely as He established it has 
eaniwd all the disgrace and mischief. 

Thii uoiraptiou grew up wiiy vc,tiuVxuCt.\s , v* »!^ wsv,^ 



lo, from alifrlit deviationfl at the beginninjr, 
ftheae heins acioii eulHrgHtl by tlirir own bad effpcts 
Until a new and entirely oppoHilo principle was es- 
■tablislied, and the Gospel of free nalvatinn was trans- 
"brmpd into an engine of tyranny ivnd extortion. 
Two lalne ideas lie at tlie root of this corropt 
wth. The firac la, that Christ's miniRters have a 
it to use the power which their poaitirm gives 
Fthem to PTnri cnmpenaation from the people for what 
J^hey do for then). 

Tlie second is, that the people have a right to nsa 

I the property in their possession as owners, and not. 

the Lord's stewards. 

Eradicate these two errors from the minds of alb 

Christians and the silver railing which Maininon baa. 

hnilt around the sanctnary in the Temple nf God will 

iclisappear. 

To banish the first error wholly from His disoiplea' 
fcmiinda Christ poured His own Spirit upon them at 
IPentacost, and often afterwards, as they needed. And. 
■ to pxdnde the latter, He moved them voluntarily to 
parrender all their property for the common use, and 
punished with death some whose half-hearted devo- 
t tion made thera liars against the Holy Ghost. 

Probably the two errors grew np together, as 
it is certain that they now stimulate and sustaiD 
each other,— lite Beelzebub and Mammon, work- 
ing in nether darkness to build a Pandemonium 
nnder the Church : and many a Church has fallen 
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into Bpiiitn&l ruin through their devices. As the 
niiuber of converts increased and the atmosphere 
grew leas electrical with the conscious presence of the 
Spirit, and the expectation of Christ's personal re- 
turn, the great miracle of full-souled consecration of 
heart and tongue and purse to the self-re ward iiifr 
wr^ice of hive bocame less and leas conspicuous. 
FiuiliDt; that no more Auaniasda were stricken down, 
lukewarm Christiana began to retain balf^two- 
tbirds — three-fourtha — riinetv-nine-hundredths of 
their property for their persona! use and conveuience, 
while the more zeahtns servants of Christ went poor- 
ly rlad aud ill fed ou their jourueya. At iither timea 
Birtne avaricious Bishop began to embezzle the com- 
ru'iii prcijier^ of the Church for himself and his 
lavoritea, until prudent laymen found it advisable to 
retain portions of their earnings in their own title. 
In this way the change was at length established 
which divided the property of Christians into 
Chnrcb i>ropertv, and private property, the latter 
tnuisferuble only at the will of the holders, the 
former to be us«d in the discretion of appointed 
trustees or hiaimps. This is no doubt the only 
practical system in the present state of society ; 
but no chiinge of social conditions can alter the law 
of Christ as a spiritual bond between himself and his 
diRcipleti. Uy this law the entire property ol Chris- 
tiana is subject to hia order for the interests of his 
kinf^oni, and to refuse whut those iutereats call lor 
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is rebellion agaiuRt Him who claims not only oar prop- 
erty but ourselves, as absolutely liis : for " we are not 
our own, we are bought with a price : " and tliafc price 
an infinite one. Who then shall dare refuse what 
the Kinj^ of Kin^s demands ? especially when those 
demanils are prompted by purest love for those on 
whom they are made? And yet thonaauda do re- 
fuse, and hold tenaciously to what is not theii'S ; and 
this incites the needy pastor, when the claims of love 
and duty are found iuHuffioient, to appeal to tlie 
meaner motives by which men of the world are 
moved, and instead of giving the gospel freely, to con- 
dition his preaching on legal guaranties of support. 
The temptation to do this is exceedingly great, if a 
minister has a family dependent upon him; and the 
motive may be entirely unselfish, aiming at securing 
his just rights in what seems to many the only prac- 
ticable way. And yet, simple and reasonable as the 
act appeal's from the pnidential standpoint, it is a 
breach of faith, a rejection of Christ's order, and a 
holding of the grace of God for sale. "My Kingdom 
is not of this world," said Jesus; and whoever ap- 
peals to the powers of this world to secure his rights 
as a citizen of Christ's kingdom is plainly acting the 
the part of an alien. 

Even to ast a pledge that the Church will faith- 
fully perform its duty, is like requiring an oath of a 
Christian. It is a reproach to that sacred name which 
Ainne ought to contain the highest pledge of veracity 
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and honor. Bnt experience has too oftpii ahown 
tliPt f'nnl>|p incenfivea to faiflifuliipss rtp. sometimes 
rppHecl bv that Inrpp class of CliriHtians who, while 
sppTifliDff nearly their whole time and energies in 
prnraotinq their interes's in tliis world, with means 
at coinninnd, leare thosp who would gladlj work for 
the Hfjis'pr in hipher fields sn ponrlv provided, tluit 
little advanrement csin lie made, while millionfl are 
utarving tor the light which u few easily-spared dol- 
lars from each weli-provided member of Christ's flock 
wonld send them. How long shall the Savior of 
mankind stretch forth his streaming hands and bid 
as look on Him whom u-c have pierced. 

From the foregoing I make these inferences : — 
First, Howover convenieut or escnsable, in view of 
the neglect of churches to make suitable provision 
fiir the ministry withoatsiich c<mstraint, the contract 
Bynteiu, in all its forms, is wrong in method, and often 
vcnmR in spirit, being a plain infringement of an or- 
diTof Christ which is in harmony with the whole 
scheme of the Gospel. 

Second, The term "salarj%" or "pay," applied to 
what is assigned to a minister, is objectionable ; be- 
Aanse a salary is compensation for service done, and 
the ministi-y of tlie gospel, if it proceeds from the 
love of Go<I, cannot be thus compensated. The term 
" allowance," as sometimes used in this connection, 
ia preferable: for a minister's support, or "food," is 
wlwt i» aUowed liim, out of tb.e cximoiou %*»««& W^<i^ 
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Upon while doing tlie work In which the Master calls 
him. The allowance may be uniform and liberal, it 
means are Buflicient, and it ia the plain duty of the 
Church to secure such a diatributinu of its resoiirees 
as will be productive of the best result for all con- 
cerned. 

Third, Brotherly Iotb, and gratitude to God for the 
benefits of the gospel, should prompt nil to use their 
entrusted talents, of whatever kind, for mutual bless- 
inf^, and the furtherance of the f^ood work. That the 
people are left free to appropriate the means in their 
command makes them directly responsible to Christ 
himself, who, as the final Judge, has declared that 
he will teqiiite any neglect shown to his brethren as 
shown to himself personally. "Inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of these, my brethren, ye did it not to 
me". If such considerations are not sufficient, the 
messenger should shake the dust from his. feet, aud 
find a less thorny and rocky soil in which to sow his 
seed. Or if the people are poor he should help with 
his hands. 

Poiirth, Ministers ought not to dediue offerings 
properly tendered, but should avail themselves of the 
natural and right fruits of Christian love and kindness, 
to extend the benefits of the gospel to the utmost; 
and when the people are selfish or negligent they 
should eshort aud stimulate them by all proper 
means to the discharge of so responsible a duty. U 
theu our motives aod conduct be upright this will 




The arfinments and illnstrations of the apostle 
Paul accord fully, ftnrl are evidently based upon the 
ordinaiice of Christ, ma<1e when He first sent out his 
disciples to preach. In the ninth cliapter of I Cor- 
inthians Paul says: "What sohlier ever serveth at 
his own charj^ea? who plantcth a vineyard and tateth 
Dot the fruit tberent? or who feedeth a flock and eat- 
etb not of the milk of the flnck? . . . 'Thou 
shalt uot muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the 
oom.* ... If we sowed into you iu spiritual 
thin^ is it a^rpat matter i£ we ehall reap your car- 
nal tbiiigaV Nevertheless we did not use this right; 
but we hear all things that we may cause no hin- 
drance tn the gospel of Christ Know ye not that 
tlipy which minister about sacred tliin^m eat of the 
tbiiipR of the temple, and tbey which wait upon Hie 
altar have their portion with the altar ? Even so did 
the Lord ordain that tbey which proclaim the gospel 
sfaoal'l live of the goepeL" 

The rif^ht order is thus distinctly reiterated, to tho 
exdasion of all hargaiaing, or resort to force, on the 
one hand, and all independency on the other, except 
ss circumstances make it expedient to sacrifice a nat- 
nml right where more good may he done by acts of 
self'denial. Such was often the apostle's case, and 
haa been that ol Lfaoasands oi mmW\At& ol ):^^%,'Q»\a^ 
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inations, is times of trial. But though all ehoald 

strive manfully ami endure hardsbipas Rood snldievB 
in times of depression, after the victory has been 
measurably gained, all should enjoy the fruits of 
wace together, and enter upon a more orderly system 
i<jf hnebandry, each laborer performing the part for 
f which he is best qualified, and receiving a jnst share 
moi all the fruits of the combined industry. This is all 
■{that is intended in the common practice of assigning 
a certain sura (called a salary or allowance) to the 
itose of ministers or other officers iu the church. Of 
■course where nothing is needed nothing should be re- 
l.ceived for one's own use; but whatever is freely of- 
■ fered should be devoted to the service where need 
I exists. A man who employs his superior gifts to gain 
juoney for private indulgence while his poorer breth- 
ren suffer, is the meanest kind of a hireling. And the 
minister who can labor, with brain or hands, to sup- 
ply his necessities, without injury to his service, is 
bound to do so. The second of the two ^reat com- 
mandments should be the governing law in this 
whole matter— "Thon shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself." 

In bearing a vigorous testimony against the cor- 
ruptions of a man-made and state-paid ministry the 
Friends were almost inevitably carried to an oppo- 
r Bite extreme. They considered, and perhaps right- 
■, that they were acting in one of those crises in 
lirluch the man of God must take his life iu bis hand. 
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anil freply ffive bis all to tbe auppnrt of a great rp- 
form. Id this view tliey were justifieii in imitating 
Paul's pxample, that the powpr of true religion might 
he again eonspicuously illustrated. The first fruits 
were no donbt wholfienme and satisfactory ; but as 
in other things, having begun to go in an opposite 
HirectioD to the practices of the times they knew not 
how to stop ; ami so they were gradually carried ou 
to an im practicable point. While enihnaiasm rfin 
iiich their self- supporting ministry was well suataineil 
by new recruits ; but as the fires of early zeal abatorl 
men were not so readily found, who were willing to act 
B£ missionaries, and go long journeys, leaving tliLir 
families in want, or to be cared for as indif^ent 
members of the Society. Thus by neglecting to en- 
murage and support a free and active ministry, lest 
their testimony against a "hireling ministry" should ba 
weakened, they crippled the service, and rendered it 
lesspfficieutfrom the wantof cnltivated talent, time not 
hf-iuf; given their ministers to improve their minds and 
exercise theirgiftsto the beat advantage. At the same 
time the people, many of whom soon became pros- 
perous and wealthy by their frugal and industrious 
modes of livinir, were deprived of that training to lib- 
erality which the habit of generous giving bestows. 
Perhaps it is needless to pursue the subject fur- 
ny aim is not to say all that can, fittingly, 
■ snid, but to bring into view, ns clearly and briefly 
Bible, the fundamental prinriplea of Christian 
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lomv, leavirp the npplicafimi to those -who nucler- 
J thft particular cireumstancea of iodividDals or 
f sncieties. 

Grnaf. crerlit ia cprtainly (\ne tn tlip Quaker Minis- 
try for tliR zeal, firlplity anrl devotinn with whioli tliey 
have always done their work, vonnY of tlieiu traveling 

I vast difitances, and making freqnont visits, to water 
and refresh the languishing vinevard, in the purest 
"sprintja of goapel affection," without a momentary 
desire for anght in return bnt that "peace which 
pasaeth unders tan ding." And this they received 
from that appreciative Master wlin known how to re- 
ward hia servants with somethinfr infinitely better 
titan silver and gold. Indeed the man who can look 
upon such things aa a reirnrd for saving immortal 
donls is worthy of the disdain which every honest 
Quaker feela for the sheep-tender who " fleeth because 
lie ia a hireling and careth not for the sheep." 

To show that the views here expressed are in sub- 
stantial Agreement with those of early Friends I again 
qnote from their accepted exponent. 

"They who have received this holy and na- 
l-«potted gift, OS /Api/ Ani'p/T<^??/ received it so are they 
Wyreely to give if, without hire or bargaining, far less 
1 to use it as a Trade to get money by : yet if God lias 
lualled any from their employment or trades by which 
I'they acquire their livelihood, it may be lawful for 
lisach, according to the liberty which they feel given 







A fhek ministry 

tlif m in the Lonl, to receiva sitdi temporals (ti 
what may hfi needed for tliom for meat and clothing) 
as are given them freely and cordially by those to 
whom they have commnriioated spirituals." 

Apology. Prnji 
" Wp freely acknowledge, as the ^d-d/kwiV ion holdi 
forth, that there is an nbtigatiou upon Buch to whomj 
God sends, or among whom he raiseth up a minister, 
that, if need be. they minister to his necessities. 
Secondly, That it is lawful for him to receive what is 

necessary ami convenient That which 

Ij we then oppose in this matter is, First that it should 
' be constrained and limited : Secondly, that it shoold 
be Aiinerfluous, chargeable, and sumptuous." 

^ Bar-day's Apology, etc 



UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD. 

Few have maintained the doctrine of the TTniver- 
l sal Brotherhood of Mankind aH tlioroiighly, and ton- 
[ stantlj, as the Friends. It sprinj^a naturally from 
their assertion of the universal efficacy of Christ's of- 
[ fering, through the world-wide ministry of the Spirit, 
I whereby a seed of Divine life is again implantt^d in 
I every soul, and nourished by "that light which light- 
eth every man that coraeth into the world". All men, 
being thus reinstated in the covenant of life are again 
miide brethren. There is neither pagan nnr alien, ex- 
cept as sin, or voluntary refusal to accept the offered 
grace, which would bring forth a holy life, if united 
with and obeyed, makes heathen, or enemies of God, 
I alike in "Christian" and "Pagan" countries. Hence 
wherever Friends traveled they felt bound to recog- 
nize hU men as on a level in the sight of God, and to 
look for the signs of that spiritual birth which, through 
the Second Adam, has " of one blood ma<fe all nations 
to dwell on the face of the earth." 

It was this broad view of Christianity, together 
' with its genuine spirit in their hearts, which led them 
^ to treat the American Indians with such uniform kind- 
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t and justice aa iilmnst to prove their doctrine, that 
B wihlest savage has a latent perm of lieavenly life 

[fain him awaiting only the heart's consent, or the 

breath of love from sonls already enkinciled to active 
virtue, to bring fortb the image of Christ. The oue 
briglit thread niuning tlirongh the dark history of 
Duroj^enD settlements in America is the steadfast and 
almost romantie friendship which grew up between 
the Qnakers and Indiana, and which has outlasted 
every change down t« the present day. The unhappy 
foresters, hunted like wolves by the avaricious inva- 
der, and insufficiently protected in their rights by 
other colonists, and by the Government of a great na- 
tion, have never lacked an advocate in the successors 
of Peun, and have never failed to appreciate the kind- 
ness and reoiprocate it when opportunity oEfered. 
Nu Quaker has ever kuowiagly been killed by an In- 
This episode in the great tragedy by which 
t continent has been almost depopulated of its 
%ve inhabitants is of itself sufficient to immortalize 
fname of Friends. 

fcey have been equally true to the oppressed Af- 
H as tUeir duty has been made apparent, having 
B the tirst to abolish slavery in their own Society — 
may instances paying the emancipated blacks for i 
r pa*tt services — and thenceforward heading the j 
opposition to the system. They always aided ' 
-or fugitives in their efforts to escape from j 
I, and though they could not ^auction the uu I 
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■ of the awoi'd, none rejoireiT move Leaitily in tlie SdsI 
I overthrow of this enonnoas wrung to humanity. 

I All other humanitaiiiin intereata have met from 

■ them a siiniiar response, especially the f^reat canaes 
Bof Peace and Teniperaufe ; and thongli they have 

■ hitherto generally shrunk fi'om politics, throngb fear 
Vof incurring responsibility for what they conceived to 

■ be the unchristian acts of Government, they are uui- 

■ lormiy to be found on the aide of equal rights for all, 
I Friends have not entered largely into Missionary 
I work, but are beginning to retrieve this error in some 

■ - parts of the Society. They have probably been hin- 
Bdered in this great Christian entprpri-ie for the con- 

■ Tersion of the world by their theory of the Universal 

■ Light of Christ— deeming this sufficient for the bon- 
I estly disposed, without the exteraal aids uf history 
I and a preached gospel. It ia common to hear the 
I remark among them that we have plenty of heathen 
I in what are called Christian countries, and that we 
I need not go abroad for them. Thi.1 is a truism, and 

■ yet the outward knowledge of Christianity, though 
I not absolutely necessary to salvation, is profitable for 
I religious growth and development j and probably in a 
I great majority of cases it ia the stimulating cause of 
I the first conception of religion in the soul. It is like 
I water and sunlight to vegetable germs. Without 
I these they would ever lie dormant, or make but an 
m ineffectual beginning. Without the concentrated 
K light which the historic knowledge of Christianitj 
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gives, the secret germs of virtue, which are indeed, 
like certain vegetable f^erms, found flouting iu the at- 
mosphere of all countries, will fail to generate moriil 
and spiritual life. What little does germinate in the 
(lim twilight of pagan traflitions is usually poor and 
feeble, like arctic slirubbery. Knowledge is the iucn- 
hnting mother of all the virtues, and though vice ofteu 
flourishes under its beams, like weeds iu a rank and 
badly cultivated soil, still it is true that most of the 
advanced growtlis of humanity are to be found in 
Christian lands. None of U3 would wish our children 
reared where the light of the historic Gospel is not 
TiHibly shining. Therefore, as much as in na lies, we 
ought to aid in scattering ita beams in allpliices, near 
and remote, helping on the time when "the knowl- 
ed|{e of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea." 



IX. 

E()UALITY OF WOMAN. 



The equal right and duty of w 



a to labor in all 



k depai'tmeuts of the Gospel with man, and eapetaally 
[ amoDg her own ses, liaa lieen from the tirut a ditttiu- 
[ guishing doctrine of the Friends. And it is one thtit 
i doea honor to their discei'iiment tmd Ireedum fi'oin 
\ ithe hias of custom and tradition. There is no auror 
' index to the atlvancemeut of civilization thau the ele- 
Tation of woman to her natural and appropriate place 
\ in society. 

If you would learn what that place is make jour 
home in a well-disposed aud cultured Christian fam- 
il}-, where sons and daughters grow up from infancy 
tof^ether in the free atmosphere of hallowed domestic 
love. Whatever naturnl dill'erencea you note there 
may be presumed to belong to the original plan_ 
But what do you discover? Any broad diatinctioua 
1 of aex in the intellectual and moral developments of 
' home life'i' Do the boj s do all the talking, and teach- 
ing, and preaching, and law making, carried on in that 
\ model i-epublic? I am tempted to let one of the bitja, 
3 has gained some recent masculine accompllsb- 
ats in the street, answer " You bet they dun'L" 
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t everytliJngRoes on as it shoiikl in natui 
primary training-sehnn!, where all are teiirhers i 
nil scliolara, all preaoLers aiirlall hearers, hy tnrns- 

Niw tlie Chnrt'h of Clirist alionld be such a Chris- 
tinn liome enlnrgprl and spocially devoterl to tlie cul- 
tiviilion of rplicif>» and morals, witli tliia nddiHo", 
that, as an adnlt torra in the world, the Chnrch in to 
(sirry forward an aa;!;''*"'sive work of evaiJKelization 
and Tpform into ref^ons mnre or less liostile to its 
iltw'trine and spirit. Whatever adaptations of its 
working PTiprtTT this condition of things reriniresonqht 
\n hfl made with a view mainly to efficipiice in realiz- 
ing the objects Ho«E;ht. Where men prove to be abler 
exprinnderfl of the truth, better teachers, more im- 
prpftHivf exhorfers, thev shnn'd bp put forward to do 
tho work fnr which they are best qnalified. Thfl 
B"mi' mav be affirmed on the other hand of women. 
Th" dnct^i^o of ec|na1 ncrhts must be held with a 
proper regard to the ends in view. Neither man nor 
wnmnn has any rifjht to impede the proKresa of trnth. 
If we cjinnot help we ahonid not hinder. 

The enforcement nf this rale of espedienry has, 
frnm fflrions cnnsps in the past, devolved the pnblic 
wrvicpfi of the chnreh mostly on the male sex. 
lint it ifi obvions that the ftrowth of society ncny 
hirpplv modify this arrangement and bHtiR wnmnn 
more and more to the front, nntil. in the pood time 
oominc, as in the olden Parjnlise. she will sfanil side 
_ by .oiiV with man in the ronprninl laborR 



EQUAi,iTY fiF Woman 

oys of that Eden which ia tc 
f'tForld. 

Such is the beanlifiil vision offered to ua l»j that 
ISavinr who t-nnneii1ed to be bom of woman that he 
tmisht undo tJje fruit of Eve's nntimply ambition. 
JPor, if the liod ambition of onr first mother to f^ain 
ilawhil kiiowledj^e and lead her Imsbnnd to hipher 
ndom, canaed her tn be pat nnder hia governance 
pfor a time, surely the meekness and faith of Mary, 
f BP^-nnd Eve, should restore her dan^hters in faith to 
I all the primeval piivilegea and miik. That such was 
f God's pur(iose appeara highly credible when we con- 
[ Rider the respect and love shown to pions women in 
} the early chnrch where the rifj;ht to pniphesy, or 
speak from tlie Spirit, was never denied her. This 
f undonbted fact settles the whole question as to 
n'a rifilit, under the Gospel, to obey the 
f impnlaes nf the Holy Spirit. Tn go beyond this 
and talk foolishly, or "gabble," as Paul expressed it 
in speaking of the Corinthian women, ia lawful for 
neither woman nor man. The right ia sometimes ar- 
rogated by the male sex, but there ia one law for all 
in the presence-chamber of the King of Saints, and 
that law ia to apeak what the Ma.'iter bids ; or, which 
is often the same thing, what love, intelligence and 
good sense clearly dictate. No one respected the 
. jnst rights of women more than did the Apostle Panl 
J who several times in his epistles makes mention of 
\ ihejr raioistry in terms which imply, if not full equal- 
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f with men, (it leiist the raiik of co-laborers. Ths* 
restrictive luugna^e whlcli Le uses at certain times 
miiHt, liy tbe necessary laws ol interpretution, be iiu- 
'lerstomi in tlie lif^iit nf bis known jirautice. When 
he says "Let your women keepsileui* in the church- 
es, for it is not permitted unto them to speak," or 
ta/i- liijhlJy, as the Greek word si^^iiies, we refer back 
tii hiD (lirectious in tlie same lott«r how women shall 
be attiretl when they pray or prophesy in public, and 
the meaiiin<; is plain. Wntneu must have a coveriog 
of the Spirit, symbolized by a veil, or long hair, in 
onler tfl jnatifv her in assumiug to minister to man 
who in lier natural Iiead. This Divine warrant pro- 
tefts her from tbe authority of man, or the "angels " 
that pivcrn the churches, and in that liberty she can 
do anght that will edify the body. But without that 
nnction which made Deborah a judf^e, and Anna a 
prophetess, she i» an intruder in the mixed public 
assemhly. Her speech, unt being "seasoned with 
grace," becomPB mei-e "yal.Uivg" and -s forbidden 
by the laws of common propriet.r. This covers the 
Hntirtf principle of woman's ministry. Among her 
own sex she has the same liberty that man enjoys 
arnnng his bretliren, and mny speak freely of secoud- 
arr matters without special inspiration. This is why 
tli« Frieiuls divided their butiiness meetings so that 
women might confer tojjBther about what concerned 
tiie welfare an(l good order of their part of the Socie- 
ty with lesa restraint than they ■woviVii. t^a.\.^xtJ^Vj Vtsi. 
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ID a mised miipreRatinn. In the hijilier departiDfl 
of ministry they are alike co Vie under a coveriug of 
t!i6 Spirit tliat will give authority tn Pin'h ntteraijce. 
■rf)f late mpn and women hold tlieir nieetinRst for disfi- 
^feline together, in some places, the nature of their 
H)iisiness and fchn prowinfr freedom of int^rconrse ren- 
■iering this method, in some cases, practicable. 
W From what has been said it is ohvinus that to place 
Rk woman over a conf^reKfttion of men and women aa 
Km official pastor, or niinister-in-chief, is an unuatural 
^proceeding, to be iustified only by the law of neres- 
MBity. It may be thus defended in exceptional cases, 
■where the right man is wanting, or the phenominal 

■ woman present. Woman is unRexed by sneh a posi- 

■ tdoD, and therefore the practice can never become 
Bcommon. This fact renders the exercise of woman's 
fcpfta in the ministry difficult and embarrassing as 
■churches are commonly organized. In many places 
Vfilie is now encouraged to use her freedom in the 
I more private meetings of the church, and not unfre- 
1 qnently, when her ability has been proved, shs is in- 
I yited to speak from the pulpit. But this is by eour- 
1 tesy, not of right; and the limited opportnuities thns 
ft offered are"not sufficient to develop her gifts and cnl- 
Ktavate her talents for any extended usefulness as a 
Ksreaofaer. 

W The radical changes introdut^d by the Quakers 
l|;ave woman an opportunity to prove tii^ God-given 
feTtdowment not lacking iu her, when an even chance 
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ia afforded. Ni>l)ly has she attested her I'ight, ■ 
sister, tn plead fnr the Balvatiou of perishing soul 
uiid tij cuiiif«rt, ua men seldfiin know how, the i 
eil. Id almost eqmtl numljers with men, the faithful 
mothers iu Israel liave labored and suffered, have 
home and triumphed, under the cross and banner of 
Him, whose advent and resurrection boly women 
wpre foremost to anuoiiuce. This ia one of the most 
valuable achievements of that band of radical reform- 
ers, who were not content with merrily cutting off a 
fnw {growths of error, but went straight to the root 
of all the perversions iu the Church, and laid again 
th« foundation of Christian liberty in brotherly 
e<{uality before God. It is uot impossible that the 
highest benefit the woild and the Church will gain 
from the a^lvtiut of Quakerism is to be found in the 
pnrt)U and illustrations it alTorda of various impor- 
iMQt truths. Several of tLese truths have already 
bueii reccjgnizeil by the pubbc, and others are obtain- 
ing more general acknowledgement; so that if the 
bouiuiy should perish it would uot have lived in vain, 
liavin^ merged much of its spirit into more prosper^ 
ooa orgauizatiuns. 

Thu completeness of the reformation eftucted by 
Friends in their own society, in restoring the primi- 
tive Himplicity and freedom of Christian worship, 
made it easy tor women to do their part in the relig- 
iouJi service wilLont coutlictiug with any class privi- 
lotjUM. Uow thu impediment of a stated ministry, 
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F*witb a serrice uncontrolled by the imnierlial^^Km^^^ 
I ings of the Spirit, is to be overcome doth not yet ap- 
! pear. Perhaps tlie initial steps are already being 
t taken in the education of a new class of female 
I preachers of almost every denomination in our 
I' Women's Christian Temperance Unions, The Goa- 
f pel is often as well and forcibly taught, and its spirit 
[ Titally diffused, in the work of these organizations, as 
I in any avowed church service. Nor do men feel 
f themselves at all dishonored in listeninf* to these 
L modern Deborahs and Judiths and Phebes and Pris- 
b cillaa, while they proclaim the gospel of Temperance, 
I and boldly show their brothers their duty in regard 
I to it. Ministers drop into these Gospel Meetings of 
[ the united sisterhood, and sit as respectful listeuers 
t while women pray, and exhort each other to more 
I zeal and courage, and read or extemporize addresses, 
I which have all the qualities of the Sabbath sermon, 
I with a little more practical application to the imme- 
diate business of resisting the tide of sin which is 
bearing down brothers and sons and fathers to com- 
mon ruin, under the sanction of law. These men, 
thus listening while their sisters take up the work 
1 which they themselves too often neglect, are not de- 
' graded by their polite attention, but go ont some 
inches taller than they came in. And so it will be 
when woman is allowed her proper share in the ordi- 
nary services of the Church. There is not a place on 
earth where men are naore manly than they are in a 
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'. Qaaker laeetiufi. where brothers and sisters, 
fiitliem and mutliers, in mutmbl respect aud love, 
unite their hearts ami vohjes iu praisiug God and in- 
spiring each other with greater earueatiiesn in His 
service. 

Tlie truth is, estrtmelyfew ministers preach a whole 
gospel. Nor could the^ do so were thoy to try ever so 
fiiithfuUy. Only one iu a thoii.saiid is constituted alter 
the pattern of Hiiu in whom mule aud female so per- 
fectly blended that I'roui the loltiest heights of doc- 
trine He could turn witli a mother's tenderness and 
heal the wounded heart, or win a timid child to His 
arms. Ii'ew, liki} the ^raml aud loving Apostle Paul, 
cim b© " all things to all men "^chaston like a father 
niid waep like a mother over her erriuy sons. Ordi- 
nary people are like the [riL^tuents of a broken bowl, 
capable of holding but a few spoonfals of water or 
milk. It is only when we are united in a proper 
manner that we can carry enough of the gospel of 
God's grac'u to snpply the needs of thirsty souls. 
This is why reli>jii)UH servioes are usually so unattrac- 
tive to the masses. Make them what tliey should be, 
Hi»t) them tlie proper spirit and variety, and our 
charches would soon bo tilled with interested aud 
en)^r lisLtiners. This is proved by the fact tbut a 
many-sided man who can pour out both wisdom aud 
lore in ample meaanreis never in wantofanandipuce. 
Bomo are great in sections and (ittract for a time, but 
fiotUly weary their listeners with one kind of discoursu. 
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iffhe remedy for all tliis in to he fouud iu a proper Q 

■"Fplopinent and eomhiiiatiou of the manifold (ijifta of 

i Spirit in every chiircL where men and womi-u 

meet to worship God, to edify one another, aud to ih- 

fetruct aud persuade people of all minda to give tbem- 

lelvea to Uhrist. Tha,t woman's voice, (when she doea 

t assume the role of theolo^itial profesaor) is j'O- 

tout for this coufreuial ollife, thousanda can bear wit- 

Meu are not leas open than women to this ma- 

btirual ministry, when it in of the right kind. Perhaps 

y are eveu mure open, tor the lilies of moral intla- 

eotten strengthen as they cross the sesual luui^in. 

Precibely iu what way women will become reiii- 

Btattfd iu all their uiitural, and therefore Uiviue, 

rights cauuot he foreseen; but the result is asuertuiu 

i the law of pi'ogiesa. It is a hopt^ful aign of the 

i when a leadiuy minister in one of the ninst 

ionservatiTe denomiiiatiouB, (Theodore L. Cuylef, D. 

D.) can publish sncU language as the following in a 

lopular religious newapaper, and pass uuchalleuged. 

He first fortities himself with a good endorser by sftj- 

tng, "An eminent Episcopal Clergyman ouce said to 

'Eiizaheth i'ly had as clear a call fi'oui God to 

Rjjreach as 1 have, or any Bishop in the laud.' " Then, 

niter speakiog of the modest Quakeress's first trials, 

e adds : 

" Elizabeth Fry soon became an acknowledged min- 

Sieter,' and addressed great multitudes of people in 

Ireat Britain and on the (Joutiuent for thirty-five 
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vears. The Holy Spirit owned her instructive and 
8(^ri|)tnral discourses to the conversion and edifica- 
tion of many souls. Her case is a sufficient ansv. er 
to th« absurd dog?na that j3od never calls a woman 
to proclaim His p;lorious Gospel. Woull that there 
w^re a thousand like her to-day to confront tlie ram- 
pant skepticism and worldliness of the tiuie!" 



TliG Quakem have alwajs berii open and conaietent 
B/lvocfttes of Peace. Peace at any price liaa been 
r doctrine, since nothinp; appears to them more 
Jdirectlv opposfiil to the spirit of Christianity than 
Even defensive warfare they LoM to be forbid- 
dpu by the precepts of Christ. "Love vniir pnemies; 
alefis them tliat cnrse yon ; do good to thera that Late 
"If any man amite thee on one cheek turu to 
I lim the othpr also," "If thine enemy hunger feed 
I him, if he thirftt give him drink," etc. War is there- 
r verse of all this. Havoc and destruction lie evermore 
tin its path, and sonl-sicknesa and moral def^eneracy 
ruttend its footsteps. Can a Christian be tlius en- 
I f^a^ed ? 

a perhaps too mnch to say that this is not pos- 

\ flible: and yet it might be affirmpd with truth, that a 

vrfrcl Christian will seldom or never be found thus 

I employed. Can wp imagine Paul and John, in the 

\ maturity of their abouuding love for men, leading 

their fellows to battle? " Why not them," yon may 

ask, "as well as David and Joshua? " Because they 

are under another dispensation, and have drank at 
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■tte new fnuntaia op?OPd m Calvary. Christ came to 

lay down His life lor others, ami not to take the lives 

of others. It was this uew. Divine way of overcom- 

g evil by love and patieut endurance of wrong that 

1 the distinctive ylory of the Christian dispeii- 

Jesas eotild have reaiBted those who arrested 

, with porfe.it ease. It was to prove this, that, 

1 coufesdion of Himself and a masterful puw- 

^compaujiug Hiw words, He caused the whole 

Upany of His pursuers to fall back prostrate. For 

9 Hitme reason He allowed two of His disciples to 

■ swnrds and then forbade them to use them. 

*r was not waiitinj;; twflve kisjions of angels 

iitfd hia whisiiered prayer: bit the world conld 

t be saved hy power. Men panuot be compelled to 

i God by force of arms. That is the Mohamme- 

I theorv, which God snffered to be illustrated 

KD Christendom so far apostatized from her Lord's 

■tmple as to resort to carnal weapons. Jesus very 

|11 anderstood, that the Jews must have His blood 

re the power of sin could be broken by the traus- 

>t thfl pure lifo of God, thus revealed to tbem, 

> their I'oiivii-tod souls. Only from this heavenly 

intoiii would life eternal spring again in the arid 

lert of human depravity. What had before been 

8 a preparation for this (iual act of salvation. 

he mystery of the Cross. By this the em- 

latan, which had resisted all other ap " 

its mortal wound. The Law was li: 



tlifi njitinnal liPart and conscience, that tn! 
Waiting Brnnch nf heavenly Glory mi^ht be enfjrafted 
jou the Iileerling stock of Judaism. 

All this neceasibites (i similar spirit in the miiiis- 

ters and followers of the Lamh of 0<i(f, who alone can 

3 awaj the sins of the world. Thia ia the law of 

iscipleahip ; and men are required to obey it as far 

s they are able. This is the perfect Ktaudard for 

phriatian me,n and Christian nations. But imfortu- 

bately there are few of the former and none of tlie 

latter. The leaven which was long ago " hid in three 

^easnres of meal" ia slowly working ont its results, 

nnd the end will be peace — peace to the heart, and 

Jeace to tlie nation which lays aside its carnal weap- 

ms and nses only the arms of truth and reason, being 

pelothed in the armor of love. Suffering may indeed 

me, perhaps death, but to such as find it possible to 

How Him who through death destroyed tlmt which 

brought death into the world, a more glorious life is 

raaaured. To those who do not find this course pos- 

fBible it remains to approach it as nearly as they are 

fcle. 

The great majorily of Christians are still passing 

trough the Mosaic dispensation ; for every man has 

3 taste of all the esperiences of that "pecnliHr peo- 

jple," elected of God through the faith of Abraham to 

Slustrate on a grand scale the law and method of Im- 

Fman salvation. It is a long diatance upward from the 

( first act of renouncing one's own native country (the 



^nrlil) at tlie call of God, to the dissolution of all 
earthly ties, and going lorth, as a siiirit raiBsd from 
t\iv dead, to seek ami save a lost world, as diil Spir- 
itual Israel on tUe demise of the national body. 
Heai^ many promising disuiples of Christ long es- 
Libit the ijuaJitiea ul Joshuu, David and I'eter, whose 
virtues were genuine anil of a, high order; but not 
the highest. To suuh as these war in a just cause is 
DO more unlawful than it was to those worthies, until 
they recpive the uoniuiand, " Put up thy sword into 
his sheath". Tiieu they are to advauce and leave to 
others that part of virtue's defences. 

l"Mends have never denied this qualifying principle, 
but have claimed tlie right to loUow their highest 
(x>uvictioQS and leave others to do likewise, always 
Upholding the highest Uliriiitiau standard forindivid- 
ituls iiud lor natious. When not permitted to enjoy 
ttie rights ol conscience peaceably tliey have submit- 
ted to whatever exactions were made upon them, bo 
far »« they felt at libarty. In one particular I think 
tbfir scruples exceeded the demand of sound reason. 
'Ihey refused to pay taxes levied to support war, pre- 
furruig to let tlieir property be taken. liut property 
is Iho creature ot (government; and to surrender, on 
iwreiuplury demand, a portion of that which Govera- 
uicut lias enabled us to acLjuire is not sanctioning the 
acts ot that Government, but a common duty, as 
Ghriet showed when he gave tribute tot'ioaar of that 
which was (Jajsar'a. On thi8poiu\.\,Vxe^\ui.Vsi£* ■«««*. 
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to an estreme iinil beciime rfisistnots in the t 
Don-reaistaupe. Tn j-iold to a demand for inonej, or 
to pay a Government ta.s, is not a contribution, and 
does not differ essentially from allowiuj;; prnderty to 
be taken away. Tiie Hfinie is true of pajin;* tithes. 
"While the law required it Fiiendw mi^ht have paid 
the tax, and carried on their moral warfare against 
the obnoxious laws until they were repealed. By bo 
doing they wouhl have saved themselves much sufler- 
ing, since this form of resistance was the cause 
of manj' of their porseeutious ; but their course may 
have called attention more forcibly to the wrongs thus 
conspicuously reproved. 

It may be alleged that our personal service in war 
is also due to the State in return for cnniinon de- 
fence ; but this trenches nii per.snnrd liberty when 
such defence is not asked for. The distinction is well 
indicated by the autLor of Marmion : — 

"Mv manors, halls and bowers shall still 
Be open at my Sovereign's will — 
My castles are my King's alone, 
From turret to foundation atf)ne — 
The hand of Dougbisa is his own." 

But there is another ini|)ortant qualification to the 
principle of nou-resifltance. All its virtue' lies in the 
end sought. Hulimissiou to wrong throui^li mere 
weakness or tenderness of feeling has no merit The 
object of Ohrist was to do good, to gain a moral tic- 
tory; and where this is not possible the obligation 
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ceaflfts. Jo9Ha would not have am-reiiilereii bis life 
to a l)aii(I of liighwaymou. He p^.ivi^ it to tbR Jewish 
niitinn ami the world, foi- im object worthy the 
Bftcrifiise. 

A Christian has no right to throw away hia life, 
with all its poasibilitiee of good, if attacked bj' brutes 
Id human form. To do no ia caating pearia before 
swiue. Chriat did notabrn^ate the natural law of at'lf- 
defense. but aupplemonteil it with a higher law of 
BaviDg love, making it our duty to 3:l^'l> tlie life of the . 
eoal, and even the aouls of our eiieiuiea, when poaai- 
ble, by the sacrifice of wii.it lia4 Lisa value. But 
when thiB end is not attainable, tlio law of uature re- 
mains in force. Of this God and the imperilled man 
must judge. 

And if a man have not the apirit of a martyr he is 
not to be condemned, aa before stated, for wanting 
what is not yet given him. We rauat reach aa bigh 
M we can, and let others reach beyond ns. "There is 
one glory of the aun, and another glory of the monn, 
and another gh)ry of tlie atara, for one atai differetli 
from another star in glory." So there ia a patriotism 
which is truly glorious and jet falls below the glory 
of the Cross, as far as the iniiJRsty of night is excelled 
by the splendoraot day. All this may be admitted 
in favor of a jnst defence, and of war waged iu a 
rifthteons cause. 

Tlifl cue eutii-ely ilifftjri where the war ia ap;grea- 
«T^ or when eiio iiyary rosisteid \a ^\^V "tw «a^ 



^.port national pride or selfialiuess in the piiraiiit of 

agfrraiidizemfliit or unchristian revengR is no man's 
dnty; and were all Chrintians faithful in this reHpect 
^ to refuse eomplianee with tiie unjust requirements of 
ftbeir rulers, war in civilized countries would soon 
ise. The extremely low standard of duty among 
□fessin;^ Chriatiaus in this fireat matter is worthy 
fall reprehension, and the disgrace and injury suf- 
fered by the Church in consequence cannot be meas- 
f ured. The conduct of nominal Christian nations in 
I trampling on all the laws of justice, to say nothing 
I of chanty, often without a word of protest from the 
I Church, is one of the greatest hindrances to the spread 
[ of Chriatianity among those we call heathen. Almnat 
L alone among the daughters of Zion the little baud of 
fc-Jhoae who trembled at his word has stood faithfully 
■by the Prince of Peace, and struggled to uphold hia 
P fallen banner. iShaU it be in vaini* 

Already the skies are brightening; though, alas! it 
19 nut the united Church that is calling with power- 
fial voice for the sword to return to its sheath. In- 
lividual statesmen and philanthropists, in sufficient 
iUnmbers to be heard, are at length joining in the 
' plea for peace, and the worthy exani| le ot tv. o great 
nations has given hopeful impetus to the cause of 
Arbitration. 

Great reforms come in the air and sjiread from 
Heaven downward, like a clearing sky. Tlie finger of 
Got/ seada an electlic tmieut Ikvoot^U the world and 
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prftftently the poet's dream and the prophet's promise 
are realized. So may the rainbow of Peace blossom 
speedily ou the long and dreary deluge of human 
bloodshed^ 

And when the storms of battle have passed away 
and the sunshine of God's love rests, with healing 
power, on a brotherhood of happy nations, men will 
assuredly recall with grateful approval the protest 
of the gentle-souled Quakers against the sad anomaly 
of "Christian warfare." 




On tlie qnestinn Tempemticr the Fnends, as a 
tindv, liaTfi JirH tlie tulvHUf-e of nil ntlier religious so- 
ciptiea. Not that rnlieimis popln are not generally 
tempprate, so far as their relig'on is pfnuine, but as 
V>oilies, flpeiiVing unitedly, and with authority to tbeir 
membpra, and to the world, in thp namfi of the Master, 
the churcheH have not fulfilled their duty in this 
groat matter, which, next to Peace, and perhaps even 
before it, is the most important woi'k of public relorm 
still demanding their attention. Owing to their 
greater numbers, and larger admixture o! worldly ele- 
ments, more popular bi-anohes ol the Chnroh have too 
often ignored their high obligation to apeak with em- 
erophasis and anthoritj on both of these great 
quppitions. 

From the days of itn founder Quakerism has had a 
Voice that conld be heard and understood by all who 
■would lifiten. Several times a year, at regular inter- 
vala, the following, among other searching " queries," 
is read to all the members, and an answer required 
to be sent up to the more general Meetings for Disci- 
pj/ue — "Are Friends careful to a\oid the unnecessarj- 
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nae nf spiritoiis liquors, and all other heTeriiges of 
Jin ii)ti)xicating character, anil frequftitiii}^ places 
where they are sold ; and do they avoid attending 
places of amnaement of a hurtful tendency ? " 8uita- 
>)ie advices accompany the inquiry, and if delinqueiita 
are found incorriKible theiy are subject to disown- 
ment, after fuithfnl brotherly efforta for their re- 
covery. 

la addition, the Book of Discipline, to be found in 
every well-furniahed family, contaiua the following 
aclmonitiona : 

"In ciinsiderntinn of the corrupting and ruinoua ef- 
fet^ls OPCftsioiied by the importation, distillatlou, fer- 
mentation, and sale of alcoholic spirits, which pro- 
duce iotempe ranee, and lead to the impoverishment 
of wiiuy, the injury of the constitution and minds of 
many more, and the iucrease of vice and dissolution 
iu the land; it is earnestly desired that none of our 
cieiubera contribute to this great evil by being con- 
remed in importing, distilling, selling alcoholic or 
fitrtiifiitfil liquors, or using them, except for pur- 
jio-^fts strictly medicinal, or aelling their grain or 
otbar priliice for thd purpose nf distillation ot 
(ermeutatioii. 

"If any shall so far disregard the concern of the 
Society and the labor ot tUeir friends, as to continue 
in «iiy of these practices, or give way to habits of in- 
temperance from any cause whatever, and cauuot be 
brought to BQch a sense of tUi^ir mUcua^vvcit «» to 'i»r 
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sist from it, tliev should receive the care of the Over- 
see vs. 

"Aa wine, cider, and other fermented liqnors poa- 
sess intoxiuating qualities, tlieir use has more or leas 
tendency to the same evils as the stronger liquors. 
Friends should therefore avoid and discourage their 
use, manufacture, or sale. 

"We would affectionately advise and entreat all 
our members to be careful in tlie use of intoxicating 
liquors, even for medicinal purposes, lest the appe- 
tite grow upon them and tliey be ruined thereby, or, 
should they themselves escape, lest their example 
lead to the ruin of others. 

"Friends are advised to abstain from the use of 
Tobacco, It is deleterious in its effects, often laying 
the foundation of serious dltneases. It is an es^iensive 
habit, generally offensive to those not accustomed to 
it, and frequently leads to other evil practices," 



As with regard to slavery and some otlier custoniR 
of long standing. Friends did not come all at once to 
the full recognition of what the highest duty would 
Sually reqnijv. Many continued the moderate use of 
what were the common articles of drink and were 
generally supposed to be more or less necessary and 
beneficial, if used with proper caution, until advanc- 
ing science has at length shown the mistake. As fast 
as new light dawned they moved with it, farther and 
fnrthpr hnm tJie path of danger and temptation, hop- 
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ioR (« save (ill who cooM Iw iTiflnencetl frotn the way 
that leaiJa ho stenltliily, Imt often so swrely, to ruin. 

With aucb a reconl tbey are prepareil to enter 
enrtm»tly into any general movement which the Spir- 
it of Reform mnv iuaiif^urate for the deliveraiiee of 
the whole or any part of tlie race from this worse 
thau African bondage. Tliose now to be ilelivereil, 
or protected against the wovat form of slaYery, are 
not strangers to ns, but the flower and atrength of our 
homes, our fathers, brothers, sons; and we might also 
add, our mothers, sisters and daughters. Of coarse 
t«e Durttelves are never in danger ! And from what do 
they, our heart's corapunions, our country's hope, the 
makers of tho present and future of this great worhl, 
aab to be protected by the State? Must it be an- 
flwfired, in this nineteenth century of Christianity, 
From the open, legalized, persuasive tender, to young 
and old. of the poison cup, whose first tasting is so 
often the first step in the road to earthly, and per- 
hitps eternal perdition? 

Has Manhood, with all its wealth of divine endow- 
ment, all its masterly achievements over the forces of 
Nature, risen a-s yet no higher than this level ? What 
will the great open-eyed Future say of ns — those who 
are to be our judges, becaase they are the heirs of all 
thi) misery we leave to them by our action, or our in- 
action? Wilt they not regard us much as we regurd 
our aleepy-souled anoestorn who got aj> from their 
(Iraakeii rovela, their gaming ia\i\e%, \.W\t %».\. w&. 
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• figbtfi, their "glorious victories" in war or 
commereiiil plunder, and went into the "Sanutuary" 
to give thanks for the mercies they had received ? 

And wliftt is the Church doing, all this while? — 
that Militant Church " bright as the sun, clear as the 
moon, and terrible as an army with banners," the 
dre»d of all forms of iniquity and licentiousness? Is 
she calling, with united voice, on the trafficers in hu- 
man woe to desist from their uauf^hty devices, and 
cease to deal out moral disease and death in the com- 
munity ? Is she calling on legislators, with a unan- 
imity of purpose demanding respect, to put innocence, 
rather than vice, under the shield of law ; and warn- 
ing the ministera of the Inw that both interest and 
duty require their attention to the claims of humani- 
ty? Were such her voice and attitude on this great 
question, can any one donbt the result? 

As to the most practicable means of restricting and 
finally abolishing the liquor traflic, Friends, like oth- 
er thoughtful people, are not wholly agreed. Their 
general temper inclines them to mild and pacific 
methods, and non-political action ; b\it some agree 
with the more radical wing of the gathering armies of 
Freedom, that the time has arrived for decisive ac- 
tion, as come it must, sooner or later. They believe 
that the vast moneyed interests involved in the iniqui- 
tous traffic with wakeful and unprincipled men to 
guard them, will succeed in holding the rival politio- 
^pariies iaacUve, uutU their grip is broken by < 
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Sank movement of the party of reform. They re- 
member liow the defiiiut Slave Oligarchy was over- 
thrown, and see a striking resemblance in the present 
contest When a great and organized' eril is being 
pressed to the wall it is sure to give battle before 
gnrreiidering ; and the stress of its position, calling 
forth more and more violent efforts for defence, often 
precipitates the final conflict at a time when least ex- 
pected. Much the same difference of opinion exists 
now among Temperance reformers as existed among 
the opponents of Slaverj' before the Rebellion. Per- 
haps neither opinion is adequate for the case, bnt if the 
time for deliverance has come the jarrinf^ of thunder 
will condense the clouds into rain, and the convergent 
wiud:4 will pack them together andhurrj on the storm. 
Moral Suasion must not abate its efforts; but 
neither should it suppose the mild west wind alone is 
f;oinf^ Ut bring rain enough to wudi away this burning 
curse that has held the race in bondage since Noah's 
day. Avarice that can bow death and degradation 
broadcast without a qualra of conscience is made of 
aterner stuff than that. He who conld quicken the 
dead to life with His marvelous touch and word, 
found many devils that had to be commanded before 
thfly wonld leave their victims. When Bacchus and 
Mammon combine their Legions, Love and Authority 
will both have to speak bufore they will quit their re- 
epectftble lotlgin^^s and go into the herd of swiue 
where they beioiiy. 
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A gooii illustration of the course which 
times proves most effective is given in the storj of 
two sisters, in , whose husbands had pur- 
chased a hotel and were carrying on the "honora- 
ble " trade, with some disgust of their own, and more 
of their Christian wives, who often remonstrated, but 
were met with the ready argument that there was no 
other way to succeed, and pay their debt for the 
property. The sisters prayed and suffered till they 
could bear it no longer, feeling ashamed to walk the 
streets. At length they resolved on their oourse, aud 
sent a request for their husbands to meet them in 
the parlor. When arrived, the ladies informed their 
attentive partners that the limit of endurance was 
reached, and they could have their choice, to remove 
the liquor from the house, or let them go back that 
night to their father's. Being men of sense, the 
husbands replied goodnaturedly, "Why this means 
btisiness, doesn't it? " and handing the fair victors the 
keys, told them to go and do as they Uked. Tiiey 
went, and had a good time breaking every bottle and 
emptying every cask of hquor in the house. Then 
they set about making the hotel doubly attractive to 
guests, with pleasant ornaments and solid comforts. 
aud in a few yeai's the debt was paid, and a happy 
borne remained, a real resting-place for the weary, 
and often heart-hungry traveler. 

Perhaps if the Christian Church and the Party of 
Meform were to say unitedly to the two great parties 
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that andertabe tho political mannfrement of the na- 
tion, " We can bear tliis prostration and shame no 
longer : take away tlie ' accnrseil tliin<^' which causes 
ns to bury our faces in the «Iuat liefove onr enemies, 
or we will forsake you, ranch aa we have loved you in 
the past, and put our trust in a Father who will not 
fail ns," tha far-seeing statesmen, who really wish 
tliem success, but dare not trust the !Ki)>ht, mi<{ht also 
nuderstand that it " means business," and agree tn 
give fhem the key of the situation by putting the law, 
aiul power for its enforcement wholly on the side of 
comnioD morality, national thrift, clean lives, and 
happy homes. 

I 




Trne culture unites with re!in;ion in recommemlins 
Bimplicity of.life and manners. The person nt refined 
taste prefers the simplest and mont natural style ofex^ 
presaion, and wliat laugnnRe is to thought, elotltiugis 
to the person. Beyond mere utility, lansuage and 
rlress are to some exte.nt an index of thft mpntal non- 
difinn. Perhaps it would he too much to say that 
they also betoken the moral condition, though nn- 
lniatal(,il)lv, It is aometimfis true. Great allowance 
tnuat be made for circumstances, but where there is 
full liberty of choice, dress and style of utterance 
pretty accurately bespeak the man. Sometimes 
tlress bespeaks both tlie man and the age, Ttis not long 
since "gentlemen" ruffled and bedecked themselves 
like our present women of fashion. Grave judges, 
lnsho]>s and statesmen looked like children dressed 
for a masquerade. Race-growth and enlightenment 
liave wrought a healthful change in this respect for 
the male sex. and the same law is working slowly for 
the emancipation of woman, but at a disadvantage, 
because personal appearance has more to do with a 
woman's fortane thao with a man's. 



Friends met the exactions of fashion with a strong 
and decisive rebuke. They refused to change their 
external appearance at the bidding of court or clown. 
In carrying oat their principle's tliey may have done 
Boine violpuce to the jiatnral love of beauty aud varie- 
ty, but there were importunt trains in return. Tomp- 
bitiou loat much of its power to the plainly attired 
yonug men aud women who bore the cross and de- 
spised the shame, while tlie pecuniary saving to those 
who dressed plainly often made the dilTerence between 
riches and poverty. The worse than waste of costly 
changes in dress not unfreqneiitly holds families 
which might rise to competency, in perpetual bond- 
age to care and toil. It also ties up the hands of 
charitT ; and, perhaps, checks even the impulse to 
give, by the constant devotion of every energy to self- 
ish ends. Another motive to simplicity is the setting 
of a good example. Even where there is ability to 
dress extravagantly, brotherly Inve will think of one's 
neighbors, and have no wish to outshine them, or 
tompt them to go beyond their means. Very Innda- 
blo has been the spirit shown by Friends in general 
in this matter, and one consequence has been a very 
small percentage of poverty in the Society. And 
their poor have always been kindly cared for and 
treated as erjuals. 

The rigors of diHciplinp are now greatly relaxed in 
many portiona of the Society in regard to dress, as 
well as in otluT pnrticulais, tho\ig,U \>\iB ■^rro.w^'* <^ 



pla'DUflBs is atill stroufiily recommended. Tlie dis- 
tinctive marks are pasainf« away, aa Hiey should do to 
a reasonable extent ; for adberence to a certain style 
for all is not natural, and taste may fairly be exercised 
to n limited extent in adapting drnss to tLose pr- 
enliaritiRs nf person by wiiicb nature distingnisbps us 
fcine from nrother, and also in gratifying a healtbfnl 
Bore of variety, Saraeness is found in no part of God's 
Bjreation. Even "one star differ eth from another in 
H^ory." Everything pr«vea that God loves variety as 
Hbrell as order and beauty. 

H No doubt the Friends erred in atUiering too long to 
HEhe style of dress which was in vogue among serious 
Bpeople at the time of their origin ; and especially in 
KnsiRting upon it in the case of their children. Be- 
H«ides this, to make any non-essential a test of piety 
Kand social standing, is extremely dangerous. It ieiids 
Indirectly toward formalism, and is apt to end in 
■Pharisaism on the one hand and dislike of religion on 
■41ie other. 

K In the matter of " plain language " Friends under- 
Ktook a controversy which had moral significance at 
I'tbe time, but lost it when the innovations complained 
Kof had established themselves as a part of the nation- 

■ al speech. As Dr. Trench correctly observes "words 

■ are not necessarily rooted in their etymology." They 
^- are merely instruments for conveying ideas, and 

change their import according to the use generally 
nuiHe nf them. Sunday is not now the sun's day, nor 




'Enrsday Tlior's day, anil theae namoa are an Larm- 
le»« as meat which has been aacrificpd to idols, unless 
we have a "conscience of the idul," for " the earth is 
tht! Lord's and the fullness thereof." Suppose a coin 
issued to carry on unjust war falls into your hands 
lung after the war has ceased, must you deelinti to use 
ity Has the metal beoomp, corrupt? Words are 
merely the coin of our mental exchanges, vehicles of 
oor ideas ; and retain no character of their own. 

A tender conscience is most commendable and 
lovely ; but God can scarcely wish to see His chil- 
dren suffer inconvenience and pain for a mistaken 
idea. It is, therefore, to be regretted that Friends 
have retained these peculiarities of speech so lung. 
They not only embarrass their intercourse with other 
people and deter some who might like to associate 
«-ith them, but they lessen popular confidence in the 
practical good sense of the Society. 

There is no more impropriety in using the person- 
al pnmoun you in addressing one or more persons, 
than in using the relative toho in like manner. Al- 
though it wits foolish and auchristian flattery which 
flntt dictated the use of the plural pronoun inaddress- 
ing iudividaals of rank, the shorter and mora easilv 
spukoD word tinally supplauted its slow and state 
competitor, and established itself as a part of tlM 
ioDol dialect. This ended the controversy in ifaj 
ll aapocts. When mustiaraud servant received t 
• address the spirit of Uatteij wlubU quka iJiKl^ 
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tlie word " you " took its departare to return & 
anil couscience waa, or should have been released. 
But the Friends could not occupy their liberty. Had 
not their fiithers been called by the Spirit of Trnth to 
take up this croaa and carry it through much perse- 
cation ? And should their children now lay it down ? 
They could not find the heart to do so ; and hence 
they have continued to bear it with more or leas faith- 
fulness to the present time. Few, however, excepting 
those bom and reared in the Society, find any obliga- 
tion to assume the distinctive badge, and so pass by 
the little wicket gate which leads into the quiet ^elda 
of Quakerism where a few humble souls meet apart 
to worship the God of their fathers in the silence of 
all flesh, uuder the shadow of an ancient cross. 

Very pleasant it is to hear the friendly " thee " and 
" thou," and look upon the neat and simple costume 
of these honored disciples of Him who wore a seamless 
coat. But their imitation is not so literal as to in- 
duce them to wear seamless tunics, or speak the lan- 
guage of the first Christians, It was moat clearly a 
departure from their general principle to follow the 
letter rather than the spiiit, in these external matters, 
and thus make the " narrow way " atill narrower with 
needless burdens. There are quite enough necsfsary 
crosses to try the hearts and de\elop the strength of 
all who will make truth and simplicity the rules of 
their lives. In hedging their lot in tl.e g eit Fold 
w/tJi these artificial barriers. Friends not o y becam 
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formalists while decrying the formality of others 
but they also hedged out the fresh life which 
should have come to them from the world which 
it is their most important business to convert. 



DISUSE or TYPICAL BITES. 



" The apostle bIiowb the Christian religion to be in 
h truth fliid substance what the Jewish was only iu 
. tjpe and shadow. "^Archbishop Tillotson. 

"Are ye so foolish? having be^uu iu the Spiiit 
r are je now made perfect by the flesh?" "Know ye 
I therefore that they which are of faith tlie same are 
the children of Abraham. And the scripture, fore- 
seeing that God would justify the heathen by faith, 
I preached before the gospel unto Abraham, sayinfr. In 
thee shall all uatious be blessed." . . "Wherefore 
the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unki Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith. But after that 
faith is come wo are no longer under a schoolmaster. 
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus, For as many of you as have been baptized into 
, Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew unr 
I Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
[ neither male nor female ; for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And if ye be Christ's then are ye Abraham's 
seed, aud heirs according to the promise." "Stand 
Mst i/wrefore in the libertj -wlievewith Christ has 
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tBA'ln ni frep, ancl be not Rntan^le'l ivjain in the voka 
of lioiidapfi." . . . "For we throu'^h the Spirit 
wjiit for tbe hope of righteniisness by fnith. For in 
Jpsns Christ npither oircnraciaioii availeth inivthing 
nor nnHrnuTneisinn, bnt fftUli which worketh by 
lovp." — Paul to the Galatians. 

All this the Friends applied, not nnlv to thfl law of 
MoRps and the forms that (jrew np under it, but also 
to what they regarded as the stepping stones left by 
Christ to lead Jewish converts gradnallv np to the 
highsrlpvel of a pure spiritual religion in which faith 
works by love to the purification of heart and life. 
This was the end of all those esternal acts whose 
special object was to illustrate certain profound truths 
of the human soul and its relations, much as a school- 
master draws a diagram on the blackboard to assist 
the pupil to a compreheusion of laws too subtle for 
his present mental grasp. Bnt after the truth has 
gained its place in the mind and transformed the dia- 
gram into a mental image capable of being recalled 
At any moment, the figure on the blackboard is of no 
fnrther use, and may even occupy the attention so as 
to hinder progress. 

Water-baptism and the eucharist are symbolical rep- 
ren^ntatinnn of those acts whereby the soul ia cleansed 
tbrnngh divine grace, and fed with the truth and Invo 
of Odd, as embodied in Chriit Jesus, the "bread 
which camr; down from heaven " and was broken for 
Bitifal rot«n. And only so fur aa Uve>W> (viVwwt\ wjNa.- 
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bnls can aid us in the mental and moral apprehension 
of Christ are they of any speciiil use. If the mind 
resta in the fi^^nre and does not look through it to the 
thin<5 signified the type bfcomea a veil to the mental 
eye instead of a ma<rnifier, as was intended. And 
whenanever the substance can be as fully apprehend- 
ed without its use, the figure oeaaes to be of value 
aud is "ready to pass away." Its further employ- 
ment may be as inappropriate as it would be to sit 
down in a friend's presence and read letters which 
be hail sent in Lis absence, to keep us in remembrance 
of him. 

"As often as ye eat this bread and diink this cup ye 
do show forth the Lord's det^th (ill he come," said Paal 
to the CoriutbianB, refemug to Christ's words, "This 
do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of ma." The 
rite is thus limited, in espresa terras, to the period of 
the Lord's absence from his Churoh: aud ao it is re- 
f;arded by all. The questiou of coutiuuiug the ma- 
morial service turns then on the Lord's absence and 
what that includes. If he meant, aa is generally sup- 
posed by Christians, during his abdeuce iu visible b.^d- 
ily form, then the continuance is justified. But if ha 
meant until be should return iu the power of the 
Spirit to establish that kingdom which "cometh with- 
out observation," in the hearts and minds of his dis- 
ciples, or among the nations of the eaith, then the 
time may be past, or passing; or past to some, and 
paaaiug to otiers; or optional to the believer, as 
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; be msj Hkonee or decline without offenoe 
to lore. 

Jesos said plainlj to his disciples. " I will not leare 
yoa cnmfortles^ I will coine t.i vou. Tet a littlo 
whiJp, SD'I the world s^etli ni*» no mnre, l»nt yf si'o 
me." "If aoT man love ri*> lie will keep mj wnnls. 
aOfl my Falli^r will love him. aiid we will come to 
luBi and mate oor abo<le with liim." 

It is this pntf ntial retnin, this abidisf; pn^neiiee of 
the Fath*?r and 8on, in the eominnnion of sjiirit with 
Spirit, that Friends refpird as cvmtainin}; the fulfill- 
nipnt of Christ's Heated prfimises. Alreailr thf world 
in jodf^ed in nn and hv ns. Alreailv the livinp and 
d(>ad are standinz before the fifreat white tlimiie of 
God'a ri:^ht«onsness, The sheep are constaiitlv pass- 
ing to the right and the srnats to the left an fast as 
<ni« ftnters the g^itas of life eternal and another tlift 
hroad way that leads to destruction. With ii dt^ath- 
rate of one every serond of time on this Rmatl planet, 
can the hosts of gathered ages bo more easily 
jadged at sojne future day of reokoniiig than now, 
AH they pass along the great highway of linnian life. 
And uarli, bv a tiiml decision of hi-t own free will, 
takea the right hand or tho left, while the Wnrd of 
Ood stands as a radiant gniile-board to point the way 
of life and thn way of death!* "Hi? that rejocteth 
nw, and receiveth not tny words, liath one that jmlg- 
«th him : thi^ word that 1 have spoken, the same ahall 
jnii^ him in the last day." 
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But whatever may be anticipated as to a final jndg- 
meut, it is certain that Christ did return and embrace 
all hia diBciplea, baptizin<» tliem individually and aril- 
lectiively with the Holy Spirit, in so marked a mauuer 
that his prayer was fally answered — "as, thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me and I in thee, that they also may be 
one in ua." It is equally certain that he came in 
jiidgment to the .Jewish nation, as he expressly de- 
clared he would do, while some who heard his great 
prophecy were still living. By theae acta the old 
earth and old heavens were removed, consumed with 
fire, and a new earth and u3w lieavena created, where- 
in dwelt, not " a shadow of good things to come " but 
the things themselves — faith, hope, charity, truth, joy, 
peace, all the fruits of the Spirit, the rif^hteousnesa of 
the saiuta. 

In these important facta there ia ample jnatifica- 
tion for any (^^hriatian who may feel released from a 
part or the whole of the typical syatem of religious 
instruction. However useful that system may have 
been in an earlier day, or may atill be to aome, the 
genius of Cliristianity, which does not hold in check, 
but fully coincides with the law of progress seen in 
all God's works, distinctly points to a time wheu all 
external types and symbols will have rendered tip 
their contents and passed from sight. They are 
easily and naturally trauaformed into lanrjuatje which 
serves as a kind of resurrection body for the knowl- 
(HlfTfi to which they gave birth; and when this has 
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been accomplished there should be no going back to 
"the weak aud beggarly elements" of an earlier dis- 
peiisatioii. As well might the emancipated spirit 
come buck and gather up, not the handful of dust 
only which it leaves for the grave, but all that has 
ever aided its development, and which, when used, it 
ha8 scattered on every wind and stream aud place -of 
earth where it has walked, taking all these again to 
its embrace, instead of the spiritualized results of 
their action. It is perhaps only consistent that those 
who anticipate such an esporieuce for the body should 
try to immortalize at least a portion of the forms in 
which religion once walked upon the earth. 

Hut why should those who think two of those an- 
cient forms binding on the Church, object if others 
couMider seven of equal obligation? or if still others 
Would revive the whole Jewish ritual, since Christ 
ubhei'ved every tittle of the law, and many of his dis- 
ciples, even alter the day of Pentacost, were scrupu- 
lous about the practices in which they had been ed- 
ucated:* Where shall we draw the line? 11 any 
man will divest his mind of the effects of his education 
and look at the question fitirly I believe he will ac- 
knoaleilge that there is no stopping place short of 
perfect liberty to discontinue any and all of those 
bcl|)8 to knowledge when their aid is no longer 
Deeded. This is wliat the Friends have done. Know- 
ing what baptism maans by tlieir knowledge of the 
^tipo of water on tlje body, thej a^^V'j ^»^&a 5wck«- 
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3 of " living waters " to have tiieir bouIs cleansed fli 
's defile meiits. The love of God is all that can ef- 
t sucli a result. This liringH forth tlie Godly sor- 
iv wliicih worketli repentance not to be repented of. 
jiind what water will not remove the same divine en- 
wgy consumes by a baptism of lire, acting witli more 
Intense auit searching enmity toward all that ia of- 
fensive to God and iujiirions to the soul. This is suc- 
Seeded by the endowment of the Spirit — or rather, 
"that which thoroughly cleanses also endows the soiil 
with spiritual power to walk in the life, and work the 
works of God. Whoever esperieuces this baptism of 
Ithe Spirit is made one with Christ and theucefortli 
Hteeds upon Hia life, as the branch feeds upon the vine, 
■pr as our bodies feed upon the fruits of the earth, 
■which are represented by the bread and wine — wine 
■being a striking symbol ol the love of Christ espressed 
bo us in His sufferings and death. But water is also 
Ka fit symbol of that love by which all our inward life 
Bis nourished and kept active ; and whoever wishes and 
Ihaa eyes to see, can behold the mysteries of redemp- 
R(ion illustrated, not once a month or once in three 
■months, but every day, as he partakes of the bread 
■broken for his body's sustenance, or eats the fiesh 
■ of the lamb or bullock sacrificed for his needs, or 
J drinks the water drawn from the pierced bosom of the 
learth, or the fresh juice of crushed fruits. "This doaa 
l^i US ye drink it in remembrance of me." This is the 
K^.!^ attahuneol of perfected love and knowledge, to 
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recognize the Lord iu all tlie acts of life, so that we can 
say with Paul, "I live, yet not Ibut Christ liveth iume." 
" For me to live is Christ and to die is gain." We 
shall then understand what he meant when he said to 
tlie Corinthians, " I speak to wise men ; judge ye what 
I say. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the body 
of Christ? For we being many are one bread and one 
body ; for we are all partakers of that one Bread." 

It is this daily communion that Friends desire, and 
they fear that attaching a mystical importance to an 
occasional act of fellowship tends to satisfy the con- 
science and divert the mind from that constant feeding 
on the Heavenly Lonf which our spiritual health de- 
mands. 

So also with regard to baptism ; one who has been 
baptized with water, according to the rule of the 
Church, is apt to feel that he has complied with the 
Lord's will and is now a member of the covenant 
bmisebold of grace, while his heart may be as far us 
ever from that holiness without which no man shall 
aee Ood. Nur does the baptism of the Hpirit, which 
Clirist enme specially to administer, seem to be looked 
for ao an essential consequence of the accajitance of the 
gospel. Thus the Church moves ahmg & low plane of 
experience requiriug little that men of the world can- 
not comply with, and doing little to elevate thought 
.«!Kntt the aeDiblaaaea of di\iuQ Uuu^ 
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As to any specific commands bearing npon these 

outward eymliols it is easy to see tliat they have a 

_double reference, like many of Christ's utterances; 

Bid the fact that he neither baptized with water 

fcmself, nor partook of the emblematic supper, 8ay- 

BJg to his disciples, " I will not eat it until it be ful- 

plled in the kingdom of God," indicates that these tiff- 

ires were not of those fuudameutal things tliat shoaid 

not pass away, but belonged to the transition period, 

jjhen the Church was passing through the penumbra 

l>f the Jewish dispensation to tlie full freedniu and li^^ht 

lithe Gospel. "My wordsarespiritand they are life;" 

iiis gives the key to all Christ's deeper sayings. His 

immiasion to his followers, "Go, make disciples of 

til nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, 

Band of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," may with 

■jierfect consistency be understood of a spiritual bap- 

■tism, since he had a little before said to them, " As 

Imy Father hath sent me, even so send I you;" and 

Ithen breathing on them, added, "Receive ye the Ho- 

Bly Ghost : whosesoever sins ye remit they are remitted 

Funtothem, and whosesoever sins ye retaiu they are re- 

Ltained." John ss, 21-23. These words import a full 

■ transfer of his official functions to his representatives 

I while they abide in hira, and the eveut proved the 

Lgift to be not in word only, but in substance, for three 

I thousand souls were concerted on the hrst great out- 

P pouring of the Spirit of God through those who had 

mat received the endowment of jowec from on high. 
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These thiDgH, tuken in connection with the fact that 
Jesus did not himaelf baptize with water, and tlie de- 
claration of Paul, " Cbrist sent me not to baptize (with 
water) bat to preach the goapel, (I Cor., i, 17,) amount 
to a ilemoDBtiatioD that ths celebrated commission 
did not enjoin the eontiuuance of a rite which be- 
longed specifically' to the Jewish and transition pe- 
riods. 

If it be asked wby the apostles continued to use wa- 
ter Iiaptisro the answer is, for the same reason that 
they continued to circuracise and do many other 
thinss they were accustomed to which formed no part 
of the gospp] dis|>ensation, but were pei-raitted for a 
time, until faith could walk without esternal helps. 
Till that time comea it 13 not unlawful to use symbols, 
and the fact that they are so tenacionaly held by the 
Church in this late day indicates, thnnyh it does not 
prove, that they have some present utility. All that 
any should aak is liberty to follow Ins best judf^ment 
without dictation, or nudue constraint upon con- 
BcJenre, The question will then reach an easy and 
natiiral solution, and no wrong be done to any. But 
while the great body of the Christian Churches makes 
the aeceptancft of any outward sign a condition of fel- 
lowship, and while these signs are, as they have ever 
been since the Church tnrued back into the wilderness 
aud refused her birthright of liberty, aroot of discord 
Mmoog bretbrcD, it is needful that there should be 
Bome to prove that the grace of God rec^uires im RiiaU. 
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anxiliarii's wlipve the liglit of Christ is pflrniitted to 
shine witli ray direct upon the soul. "For the king- 
dom of Ood is not eating and drinking, but righteous- 
ness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

Thfit iDultitudeH have found peace and comfort in 
compliance with what they believed to be their duty 
in these respects ia undeniable ; but so equally does 
the pious Catholic in hia faithful attendance at Mass, 

d his Friday fasting ; so does the pious Quaker in 

bmitting to say " thou " instead of " you," and to 
'ear a certain style of dress ; and so does the pious 
!indoo in satisfying his conscience by afflicting Lis 
:T»ody, And so long as neither can do better it is per- 
haps no kindness tn deprive them of these mo<lea of 
exercising their moral faculties and deriving that 
healthful glow of conscience on which our happiness 
so much depends. Herein God has shown his 
greatness in leaving us the free use of these various 
means of grace — for grace can only reach through tlie 
exercise nf our moral facultien-— until higher aud bet- 
ter means are made available. But when any of these 
means come to be regarded as essential, and made ob- 
jects nf superstitious veupratinn, the healthful effect 
is vitiated, and a ferment nf decay engendered 
which produces the flatulence of spiritual vanity and 
pride. It is then better that they should be removed, 
or at least that we should understand our case, and 
learn to attribute eS'ects to their real causes. 

What Qaiikeiism teaches and insists upon is that 
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men shall not subt^titute a shadow for the Eubstance 
till whiuli their e.terual welfare depeuJa — that they 
be baptized in reality, with water from, (or as our 
Baptist brethren prefer to have it, iw) that river 
wliit'h proceeds from the throne of God, and which, 
while it nouriRhes virtue, destroys both sin and its 
(•ffects; and that beyond this the innermost seeds 
of evil, the covetoutiuess from whicli all sin flows, 
shall be consumed in the renovating fire of Christ's 
love, whereby all thiuf^s are made new, and man 
again nnited to God in the fellowship and power 
of the Spirit : That in this new life they shall 
feed upon Christ an onr botlies feed on the fruits of 
Nature, or as the branch feeds upon the vine. His 
words and spirit conveying the truth and love of 
Qod to the depemlent soul, in that communion of 
thought and feeling which constitutes the joy and 
plory of the heavenly state, " This is life eternal, to 
know Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
Tbon hast sent :" That whoever is a participant of 
th'se divine verities has no need of signs whose 
office is to foreshadow an approacliiug reality, they 
having realizt-d the truth of Christ's language, "My 
words are spirit and they are life." "I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven ; if any man eat 
of this bread he shall live forever." 

But while the obligation of typical rites is denied, as 
not lieing essential, or even a proper part of Christian- 
ity, they Bhonld not be forbidden, if any see fit to nae 
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tbem according to their original design, in freedom, 
as illnatrationa of spiritual things. In teaching the 
truths of science we are at liberty to employ dia- 
grams, or depend upon verbal descriptions, acconling 
to the capacity of the learner. Thus it should be in 
religion. If tlie truth cn,n be more forcibly impressed 
on the mind by dramatic representations, we have 
['the right to employ thera : for Christianity, as the 
• final iliapensation, the universal religion, is to absorb 
Fand utilize all that is valuable in other systems. If, 
I as some think possible, Jerusalem should again be 
I restored, and the Temple rebuilt and retuiuished with 
I all its wonderful imagery of the great woi'k of re- 
1 demption, the knowledge of many might lie enriched 
I and their faith strengthenefl by comparing type with 
jititype, and seeing the great truths of the Gospel as 
I the apostles first learned to understand the " mystery 
I -of godliness." 

The plumed dove will not go hack to dwoU 
[ in her nest on the rocks, but she may like occa- 
I «ionally to 'perch there and see the world as her 
youth beheld it. For tLis she should have liberty. 
"for, brethren, ye have been called uuto liberty; 
I only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but 
' by love serve one another. For all the law is ful- 
filled in one word, even in this. Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." "All things are lawful unto me," 
said the same great apostle, " but all things are not Bs.- 
, pprlisDt: all things are lawful (or me, but I will not be 
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bro'iglit anfler thopciwfirof nny." This should bo tlie 
mlenftln'Clmrfh with regard to ail non-essentinlni fit- 
ters. Whatever isaxpedieiit for the present neeil, whnt- 
erer will eilify a part or the whole, has in this fact suffi- 
rient warrant for its ase ; but so soon as these effe^ta 
fail, the same law requires its discontinuance, like a 
medicine that has served its purpose and lost its pow- 
er from the changed condition of the patient. And if 
the " old wine " makes the patient's head swim, coii- 
fasing rather than clearing thought, it is better to 
cIiAntje it for the " new wine " of the " Father's King- 
duiii," til at pure love which will never intoxicate;— 
although "No man having tlrank old wine straightway 
dosireth new; for, saith be, the old is better," 
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The question of external ordinances, in respect to 
iheir obligation and uses, finds pertinent illustration 
1 the Sabbath, which, aa a formal and binding stat- 
i of the Mosaic dispensation, was abrou;ated, to- 
other with all other symbols of tlie Law, by the 
ath of Christ, who " took them out of the way, nail- 
^ them to hia cross." This is sufficiently proved 
r the fact that Christians changed their day of rest 
d worship from the seventh to the iirst day ot the 
■ek, though all were doubtless at liberty to respect 
i customs of their fathers who chose to do so: but 
■ it was no longer binding on such as had found the 
I substance, which is rest in Christ from our owu works. 
The dead form of the ritualistic Sabbath was 
l-buried with its Lord and raised like him in a freer 
' and more spiritual day of rest and worship known as 
"the Lord's d.ij'." The strictness of restraint was re- 
moved, as were tlie limitations of the body of Christ 
*' made under the law," and yet the essence and vir- 
' tue of the ordinance remained in a spiritualized form. 
Christians were no longer subject to the letter which 
Ail/s, bai to the Spirit wliivh gixes life. 



Snch was apparently the design of Goil respecting 
everythiug of an estenial nature in reliffiou. It is 
necessary for man.duriug tLe period of his tutelage, to 
have Lis motes and boamls appointed witii esactuesa, 
that he may learn, as from tke mouth and rod of a scliool 
master, the conditions of his being. But as the for- 
mal terms of instruction gradually transmute them- 
setres into iutelligeut principles of conduct, and the 
key-stone of knowledge is applied, the scafl'olding is 
withdrawn and the arch of lite rests on its own foun- 
dations. Now Christ was the key-stone of the Jew- 
ish disppiisation, and the corner stone of the spiritual 
Ti-mpli' reared thereon, which is to endure tor all ages. 
In Him the Wosiiic law and ritual found a coniidete 
transformation. As food taken into the body in gross 
forms is transmuted by the blood and brain into the 
Bnbstauce, or at least the support, of thought and feel- 
iuR, so iu Christ, the living Head of the (JUurch, all the 
outward ordinances of the tii-st dispensation were 
changed into spiritual realities. There was once a 
hidden life in those forma, as there is in articles of 
food which we consume; and this was sublimated, 
through the death and resurrection of Christ, to feed 
and stiinulata the heart and brain life of the world ; 
and henceforth tlie cruder portions of those ordi- 
nances became as refuse, and if retikiued in the living 
system too long, they burden and uUiuiately disorder 
tbt) vibd economy. This was cr.uspiouously illimtra- 
1^^ in tbw various reactions ■w\iic\i 'imvW's \>t«Ni.'^\. vsa. 
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^e great apostacy, when the whole church seem 
liven over to form-worsLip until nomiual Christiau- 
nj became little more than a refined system of iilola- 

It was in view of this inherent weakness and trans- 
ntorineBS ol all outward aymliols that Paul, as the 
■vaunt courier of tlio gospel day, warned liis Guntile 
loDvertB to " beware of the conciaiou," to " put uo 
ionfidence in the Jiesh." "Ye observe days, and 
lutha, and times, and yearu" was his complaint to 
^e Galatiaus; "1 am afraid of you lest I have be- 
ptowed labor on you in vain." And to the (JulosBiana, 
f* Let no man therefore jmlge you in meat, or in driuk, 
a respect of any holy day, or of a new moou, or of 
i, Sabbatli, which are a shadow of things to come, but 
Rhe body is of Glirist." 

Taking these advices literally the Friends at fii-st 
bejected the Sabbath, aa commonly observed by 
■Christian people, regarding it with all other external 
ftordiuauces, as a relic of Judaism. They claimed tLat 
IbU days were alike holy to the Christian, and that 
■Snanuai labor when riglitly performed for worthy ob- 
Ijects, is no less sacred than what are distinctively 
PfOalled religious acts. Therefore, iustcad of devoting 
fa single day in the week to the cultivation of religion, 
I they met twice in each week for worship, and did not 
L-6cruple, when their service was over, to resume their 
Ibusineaa avocations. This they did iin " Firat'du/f," 
1 well as on "Fourth-day." 
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Ttey were both BJiicere, and ponBistPiit in this rarl- 
icai eoiirae; but the storm nf opposition rnisRi) in the 
community Boon cauflfd tlie more spnaiti^'P to fe^l 
that there was a possiWia mistake — that, as aopiptr ia 
bailt on mutual concessions, one cannot use hia liber- 
ty to the wounding nf a neiehbor's tender eonRneiiofl, 
without a justifying cause ; and that sm^h eanse does 
not exist in the demands of labor : but on the contrary 
the cenerai need of relasation and rest affords a suffi- 
cient ground for setting apart one divr in seven, by 
common consent, and eTen by civil statute, for tlieaa 
piiriinspH. And inasmuch as the interests nf religion 
are subservetl and protected bv the same general or- 
dPT of arrest to business, and tn whatever is incom- 
patible with the best uses nf the time, the welfare of 
Hociety — the paramount law— exrvrts dutiful respect 
frfim nil to the National Sabbath. They modified 
their practice, partly out of regard to the feelings of 
others, though many came to see that important 
benefits were tn be derived from a reasonably close ob- 
ftervance of the day of rest, and that serious dancters 
arise from its neglect anri misuse. They have not 
penerallv, however, been regarded as good Sabbatari- 
ans, and the fact has hurt their influence in many 
places with other Christian people, and often, prnba- 
lilv their laxity in this respect has proved a source of 
teiuptatiou to their childrnn. R«gnrd for the Sabbath 
has consequently increased among the more tliouglit- 
tDl. 
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I There is no finubt tliat the Puritan idea oft 

1 was eHRflntially -Tewish, ami that laws and usages 
Wised OTi tliat idpa have often been arbitrary and nn- 
Ireasonable. A proper diBtinction should be drawn 
hetwonn the .Tewish and Christian Sabbaths. The 
(lifferenee is of the same Tiharacter as that between 
^ two relia;ions generally. One was ritualietic, the 
pher realistic. One was a soul encased iu a body of 
1 and bone ; the other is a sonl enveloped in a 
Bpiritnal body. Each has a boily, but one binds 
while it assists Etrowth and development ; the other is 
freri, and adapts itself to the situation, obeying the 
law of an intelligent conscience. One aimed at the 
estaWiahment of order; the other aims at the pro- 
motion of life and happiiieas. One eshibits the atafs 
|%f childhood, under tntors and rules ; tlie other that of 
Bdult manhood goTerned by recop^nized principles of 
Rrropriety and utility. These principles are of equal 
Bbligation with fised laws, and move aloug similar 
Bines of action, but they admit of greater freedom. 

■ Thus the essential aim of the Sabbatic institution is 
Bfest and rofreahmt-nt for soul and body. Under the 
BChristian dispensation we are not at liberty to dJare- 
Bpard the demands of n.itare, but we are left, with the 
Right of a conspicuous example of Divine wisdom for 
lour instruction, to choose the methods by which we 

■ ahall reach the desired end. And this we ate to do, 
iBot for ourselves only, as individuals, but for society 
Kfts a body. The social body being now in a more ad- 
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vanced condition than formerly admits of more per- 
sonal liberty ; and, judging of this and of the general 
need, communicies have the inherent right to estab- 
lish such regulations as the general welfare seems to 
require : and conformity to that order which pro- 
motes the best interests of the public is incumbent 
on every citizen, and especially on every Christian. 



DISCIPLINE. 

' To somR extent dvery man is his "brother's kepp- 
Go(l lias niaile iis " membei-s one of another." 
D that kindness ami self-love nhoTild combine to in- 
Rpire in each a lively interest in his neighbors' welfare. 
The closer the relation the greater is the responsibil- 
ity; and as Christians form a brotherhood, most inti- 
mately united, through their common Head, and by 
a all pervading bond of love, their obligation is very 
fctrong, and is rendered doubly imperative by the 
Hangers to which all are exposed. 

"Exhort one another daily," says the apostle, "lest 
fcny of you be hardened tliroogh the deceitfiiluess of 
" If any be overtaken in a fault, ye that are spir- 
htual restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, 
■considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." The 
Vright and duty of this brotherly ovei'aight is cnexten- 
ftsive with its power to benefit, and is grounded, as we 
Bhave seen, on the constitution of society. But as the 
I right of every soul to act for itself is also fundament- 
I al the good effects of discipline are in the main limit- 
Led to the persuasive power of love and the "reproofs 
pf instruction." Fear can sometimes be appealed ta 
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ami force mny still more rarely be used with whole- 
some rennlts; but love ia the great inslrunient. 

The general priuciples of Church discipliue, as rec- 
ogDJzed by the Frieuda are thus stated in the intro- 
duction to the Discipline of New Tork Yearly Meet- 
ing. 

"It appears by the Holy Scriptures that in the 
morning of the Gospel dispeuaation the apostles and 
believers in Chriat met together for the purpose of 
Divine worship and for the proraotion of the cause 
of righteousness ; manifesting a godly care for the 
preservation one of another, that all might walk by 
the same rule and mind the same thing, answerable 
to that precept of onr Lord, "One is your Master, 
even Christ; and all yo are brethren." 

"Agreeably to the practice of the primitive Chris- 
tians we believe it to be our duty, not only to meet 
tc^etber for the worship of God, but also for the ex- 
ercise of a Christian care over one another, for the 
preservation of all in unity of faith and practice. For 
this important end and as an exterior Ledge of pres- 
ervfttion against the temptations and dangers to which 
we are exposed, the following Rules of Discipline are 
adopted for the government of our members and 
meetings, with the view that in the exercise thereof 
the nnfaitUful, and the immoral, and the lifeless pro- 
ffSflor may be seasonably reminded of hia danger and 
of bis duty ; and be labored with, iu Gospel love, for 
hu) lit'lp and recovery. When an'j, Xi-j 'Cosw "waasttr 
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Bistent or disorderly conduct, have openly manifesteff 
tbeir disunity with the Society it la just and requisite, 
that after endeavoring without effect to restore them 
e body should testify its disunity with them, at the 
time earnestly desiring that they may be con- 
need of the error of their ways, and that, through 
repentance and a consistent, orderly conduct in fa- 
ture, they may be reunited to us. This being the 
ntmost extent of our discipline respecting offenders 
it is very evident that from the right exercise thereof 
no degree of persecution or imposition can be justly 
inferred ; for the imposition would rest entirely on 
She part of those who might insist on being retained 
»s members whilst at open variance with the Body, 
(either in principle or practice." 

I Then follows an extended description of the order 
pnd purpose of the different meetings, established in 
ttour grades, called Preparative, Monthly, Quarterly 
Itnd Yearly Meetings, in which both worship and re- 
ligious discipline are to be practiced, these constitu- 
ting the twogeneral objects of a religions organization. 
The system of Friends is extremely simple and dem- 
ocratic. It is intended to be virtually theocratic, 
through the administration of Christ as a ruling Head 
of the church, not actiug through a representative 
bead, but through each available member of the body 
whose judgment and souse of propriety are called upon 
to weigh all questions and reach a decision througli 
what may be termed a common conscience. If the 
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nnited conscience of the Society, when tbua breathed 
npon by the Holy Spirit, fails to prouounce with dis- 
tiuctness, the matter is laid over for further reflection 
aod discussion. 

It is difficult to conceive a higher ideal of social ad- 
ministration than this, or one less likely to become 
oppressive. It is evidently the system by which 
God sought to govern both the Jewish and Christian 
charcbes in earlier times, and is admirable for the se- 
curity given to justice and for its educating effect on 
the people. The only danger lies in the general neg- 
lect of duty, and against this no system can guard. 
If men become unfaithful and irresponsive ta the 
motions of the Spirit and the dictates of enlightened 
conscience, trouble and dfolenaion must inevitably 
follow ; and the more ]>er[ect the machinery for sus- 
taining life, the more rapid will be the inroads of dis- 
ease when any form of evil gaiiis* the ascendancy. 
This has been painfully illustrated in many instances 
by the Friends when traditional ideas of duty took 
the place of living conceptions, and so prevailed in the 
fl^Mieral body of the 8ocie;y tLiit the fresh openings of 
the Spirit in a favored lew met a cold reception and 
bad to wait the slow revolution of a mass of minds, 
many of which had no wish to ri^v ilve at all, thinking 
the end of progress had been rea< bed ; and so the 
Body stood still antil death relieved it of its 
"weightiest" members, and gradually ri(mi>elled at- 
tention to tbo CiiBseiiof injuTJ t\ui,l'>NWft ^fttiwaw^wsisj^ 



the Society, or holding it inactive. In this wtLy I 
system nf diBcipline which was admirably adapted to 
a morally growing body with a quit^k and accurate 
conscience, often became a means of oppreBsion, and 
& hindrance to its real progress. 

EiTor of any kind having once gained a foothold in 
^Aiich a Society must be ditticult to eiodicate, because 
■the rule of u-nammiiy which the Friends adopted 
Kmakes it possible tor a few influential or obstinate 
BoQember)^ to put a stop to all action. Experience has 
Kpruved tliat tiie majority rule is in most cuses safer, 
WIS well as mure just; ior theoretically all members 
Hi.re equal, and if one be wiser than another he cau ex- 
Bert his iuiiuence to procure votes for the side he fa- 
■■yors. This produt-es diacussiou and healthful activi- 
Wi-y, and is mure likely to work necessary changes than 
pthe milder method of waiting till all are a^jrued. 
Kl'here cau be little doubt that this peculiar mode of 
■ deciding questtous by general concurrence in the 
I hope of keeping all united, has done much to reduce 
i the Society of Friends fioin an intensely radical body, 
Bas they were iu the beginning, to the most cuuserva- 
Ktive and slow - moving of all the divisions of the 
f Church. 

r Aud unfortunately the Discipline when used was 
[ too often applied as a pruning hook to rid tlie Soci- 
ety, not of its immoral aud spiiituuily dead biuucheB 
merely, but of such as difi'ered ou some no n- essential 
matter and chose to assert their liberty thus to diHer, 
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Thf! life of intlepenclent thnncht would tlma uatnrn,1ly 
ht> 'Iriven frnm t\ie. commiininn, an'l tlinqo nnlv left 
vfhn either ba'T not capaHty tn think fnr thsmaplvpa, nr 
wpre too mild in their fIii|>oaitinn8 to dpniaiid reform. 
Hnndrfifls and even tlioTiRinda were disowned for 
nmrryintj tlmse not memliers of the Societv ; nfchpra 
fnr merfily att«ndin<:! mjirriaEfis wliore the (ceremony 
was performed hy a " hireling pripst." Parentfi wpre 
disowned for permittin<j their chlhlrpn thnt to follow 
tlie bent of their own inelinfitinns in cliooainc a nart- 
npr for life. Others were cut off for attflnditig plaees 
of diversion that were disapproved : others for violat- 
ing the law touching " plainness of dress and ad- 
dreBH," etc., etc. 

Tt is painfil to Friends of to-day when this form of 
persecntion for opinion's sake has finally Viecome al- 
most nliBolpf*. to look back and see flie havoc once 
made in the Rodety from these canses. To one who 
hft« not traced the workinR of those snbtle and pow- 
prfnl inflnenc^s which have poisoned the CImrch in 
aH n-^oai, and vitiated its efforts to pnrify itself by 
discipline, it is amazin<; that a Society like this of the 
peaceful and lovint? Frienila cnald fall into snch a pit 
Their misfortune should tpach ns all to be humble and 
fiTtreniely cautious in dealing with matters beyond 
the c|par lines of Christian moralitv. Even in qnea- 
tions tonching important articles of faith it is not the 
pririlege of nine brothers to etpl'ide the tenth from 
till' aimmon hoasehnld becjinse he differH fnim them, 



QiileBB lie mates himself offensive by promnlf^titig 
liis opinions too freely. In that cjise be becomes an 
aRS''^ssor, and may be properly excluded if he can- 
not be restrained. But wlien the dispute is about 
non-essentijil matters, no right of esclusion exists. 
The Church of Christ is no man's property ; nor does 
it Ijelong to any sect, or any number of Christiana. 
We may, if we choose, organize a Reform Association, 
and invite only those to join who are willing to com- 
ply with onr rnles; but we should not call this the 
Church of Christ. If we claim to represent the 
Church, or even a division of it, we have no right to 
exclude any Christian from its privileges, withont a 
clpar t)i\-ine warrant. "M'lm art thou that judgest 
annther man's servant? To liis own master he 
stanrleth nr falleth." Where vital interests are en- 
daufiared Christ delegates his anthority to his minis- 
ters, an<l to the Church as a whole, to preserve or- 
der ; but the moment we go beyond the limits of es- 
sential truth and morality our comraiHsiou fails. 

It is the besetting sin of disciplinarians to overdo 
their work. In all ages the Church has suffered 
from thiscnnae; and it must be confenaed that the 
Qualsera have not proved themselves the happy ex- 
ception. Their anxiety to piesent a perfect example 
to the world has betrayed them into a violation nf the 
riglits of private judi-ment. They have labored to 
keep their beloved Society clear of all taint of wnrhl- 
Jinees and error. Bnt ala6, like so many before them 



thr^y linf e "strained (it a Rnat and swallowed a ciime!." 
Tlif jji-indpal work of discipline muHt Jilwn,y.s be 
accomplished through a lively and efficient ministry. 
Where the goapol is well preached, and its precepts 
fnithfally applied in the pnLlic aRsetnblies, those who 
refiisfi the advice tliiis Riven will Behlom heed more 
private mlmonitiona. These should not be withheld, 
where they may do good, and especially where the 
needful thinp; had not been said publicly. There is 
room in the Church for every office of love and kind- 
ness, and each member should sympathize and labor 
with auy brother who falls under oppression of the 
enemy, so long as a chance remains of doing him a. 
service. Only as a last resort is he to be put under 
restntiut, or deprived of his full privilepes, in order 
that he may see his mistakes, and lie brought to re- 
jwntance. The latter course will seldom be found 
necessary with a real Chnstian, except when the first 
symptoms ot illness have been neglected, or the 
wrong treatment given. The proper treatment, and 
all that will generally be reqniied, is that recom- 
mended by tlie apostle James. "Is any sick among 
yon. let him <'h1I for the elders of the Church; and 
let them )iray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
tutne of the I,ord; and the prayer nf faith shall save 
the Hick, aud the Lord shall raise him up ; and if lis 
bnv(t cnmoittted sins they tdiall be foi^iven him." If 
thin Iw cflectual, as many believe, for the cure o[ bod- 
ily infirmities, liow mach more for those of tU« «n\^ 



But the conditions are importjint. The true elders 
are of Christ'B appointment, those who have a genii- 
iuB gift of healing. The oil of brotherly love must be 
freely applied, as a medium for the gi'aceof God; and 
prayer maat be of the kind that brings the heart of 
man in anch close contact with the Father's heart, 
that life and renewing warmth are sure to come. Cau 
any soni which is truly born of God long resist such 
restonitiveK as these? 

If there be any, not " born again fi'om above," who 
are so unfortunate as to think themselves members 
of the " mystical body of Christ" because their fath- 
ers, or grandfathers, were "grafted in" and became 
living branches of the Olive tree brought from Heav- 
en, these will resist every appeal to the higher life, 
simply becanse they are strangers to it. It is this 
dans which causes the largest amonnt of troahle in 
all societies : and if they be close imitations of the true 
diamond, so that by their respectability they aesnre 
positions of honor and influence, the evil is greatly 
intensified. The struggle becomes almost hopeless 
when these artificial Christians exert a preponderat- 
ing influence in the councils of the Church ; for hav- 
ing neither eyes to see, nor hearts to feel sympathy 
for Christ's little ones, they are swayed only by coii- 
siderations of worldly policy ; and their very efficien- 
cy, as men of business, hastens the work of destmc- 
tion. Their wisdom is of that kind which is " foolish- 
nRufi with Onfl," They reason like the chief priests 
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and Pharisees, "If we let thia man alone all men will 
believe on Iiim, and the Komaus shall come and take 
away our place and oiir nation." Thus thfi Truth 
when it doea not wear the accustomed livery, and 
"keep the traditions of the elders," in frowned upon, 
»uil. if too persistent, crucified among thieves and 
robbers. When discipline is thus perverted only 
revolution aud reorgauizntion can effect a cure. 
R-tther thiin resort to such measurea, those among 
Priends who saw and mourned over the inju- 
ries infiii'tod by hereditary Quakerism remained 
aili.'Ut and the sad work of escommnuicution and re- 
pression went on. But the sword has well nigh doue 
its work, and the day-star nf liberty, under which all 
the early victories were gained, seems once more 
leiwliug the remnant of Israel toward the Laud of 
PruuihiH. 



DOCTBINAL PECULIAEITIEB. 
"Man in the Fall" — " Original Sin," 

On aeveral points of abstract doctrine the Quakers 

Lave held views differing more or less from the gen- 
erally received opinion. As first in order we may 
consider the effect of " the fall," or Adam 'a sin, on his 
posterity. Differences have existed on this and some 
other points, but probably the moat widely accepted 
opinions are those expressed by Robert Barclay in his 
celebrated "Apology," to which little, if any, excep- 
tion was taken during the earlier periods of the Soci- 
ety. In his fourth Proposition, " Concerning Man in 
the Fall," he says : — 

" All Adam's post«ritj% both Jews and Gentiles, as 
to the first Adam, or earthly man, is fallen, degener- 
ate, and dead, deprived of the sense or feeling of 
this inward testimony or seed of God, and is subject 
unto the power, nature, and seed of the serpent which 
Lq yowetii in men's hearts while they abide in this 
natural and corrupted estate : from whence it comes 
that not only their words and deeds, but all their im- 
^inationa are evil perpetually in the sight of God, as 
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proceeding from this depraved and wicked seed- Man 
therefure, as he is in this state, can know nothing 
ariglit; yea, his thoughts and crmceptioiis concerning 
God ami things spiiitaal, until he be disjoineil from 
this evil seed and united to the Divhie Litjhf, are un- 
profitable both to himself and others. Hence are re- 
jected the Socinian and Pelagian errors in exalting a 
natural light ; as also of the Papists and most Protes- 
tants who affirm That man williout (lie trup. iji-at-e of 
God 711(11/ he a true minister of the Gospel. 

" Never theless, this seed is not imputed to infants 
until by trun^ression they actually join themselves' 
therewith ; for they are ' by nature the children of 
wrath' who 'walk according to the power of the prince 
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in tlie children 
of disobedience,' (Eph, 2, %) 'having their conversa- 
tion in the lusts of the Jlesh, fultilliug the desires of 
the fl«-sh and of tlie mind.'" 



The two leading points of doctrine above expressed 
are the Mid absenee of divine good in man's hercdifarif 
nature, and the reapiitiaihiUty fur that oheence- On the 
fimt point Friends do not differ materially from other 
Climtiuns. On the second they take exception to 
what is culled the doctrine of "Origiual Sin," by which 
not ouly the consequences of Adam's sin are visited 
npon his posterity, but the sin itself is Jaiil to their 
acconnt. Lest I should be thought to misstate the 
cose I will quote the careluUj 'ftev*'^tti\ CS.eHh.\\\^\«vv A 
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the late Dr. Churlea Hodge, of Princeton Tlieological 
Spminarj, in his "Systematic Theology, Vol. II, page 
I9(j." 

" Tlie Scriptural sohitiou of tbia fearfnl problem ia 
that God constituted our first parent the federal head 
and representative of bis race, and placed bim on pro- 
batioii not only for himself, but also for all his posteri- 
ty. Had be retained his integrity, he and all bia de- 
scendants would have been confirmed in a state of 
holiness and happiness forever. Ah be fell from the 
estate in which he was created they fell with him in 
''bis first transgression, so tliat the penalty of that sin 
came npon tbeni as well as upon him. Men therefore 
stood their probation in Adam. As he sinned, his 
posterity came into tlie world in a state ol' sin auil 
coudeni nation. They are by nature the children of 
wrath, 'I'he evils tbey sulfer are not arbitrary im- 
positions, nor simply the natural consequences of bis 
apostacy, but judicial inBictiona. The loss of origiuaJ 
righteousness, and the death spiritual and temporal 
under which tbey commence their existence are the 
penalty of Adam's first sin." 

Perhaps we cannot do better than listen to Bar- 
clay's reply, made two hundred years before, to these 
remarkable statements. 

" I come now to the other part, to wit : That flu's 
evil a7id corrUj>ted seed is not imputed In infnnls, nitlll 
they actually join wif/i it For this there is a reas- 
oa given in the propositloa itself, drawn from 
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'For they are by natare rliilrlrpii nf wrath 
k accnrdinp to the prince of tlie power nf the 
It, Hip spirit Huit now wnrkfith in tlie chililrpn nf dia- 
plwilience.' Here the apostle gives their evil walking, 
au»l not Bnythin^ that is not rediioeil tn act, as a rea- 
son for tlieir heiug children of wrath. And this ia 
snitiible to the whole strain nf the Rnspol, where no mftn 
is ever threatened or judged for what iniquity he hath 
not ftctiially'ivrnnght ; such indeed as do continue iu 
iniquity and so dn allow the sins of their fathers. God 
will risit the iniquity nf the fathers upon the children. 
"Is it not strange then that men should entertain 
rfn opinion so absiird in itself and so croe! and con- 
trary to the nature as well of God's mercy as justice, 
COuceruing which the Scripture is altogether silent? 
This then is not only not authorized by the 
riptares hut contrary to the express tenor nf them. 
B apostle saith ptainlv, Bom. iv, 25, ' Wlipre there 
m law Hint is no frii7isqres>i!nn.' And again, v, 13, 
Bnt Bin is not imputed where there is no law.' 
hitn which testimony there is nothing more positive, 
^ to infants there is no law, seeing as sucli thej 
jrly incapable of it, . . . 
nudly. What can be more positive than that of 
Bek. xviii, 'The soid that ahinclh itahaUdie: the 
■ thfdi not lieuT the. iniqultii nf the ftithcT.' " 
Vbeu closely pressed the advocates nf this strange 
e are forceil to admit that ipiill is only « legal 
mnatruclive guilt, like that ri\y\wvwiA. V'j 'C^'h ■»««»» 
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aystem of theolugy to be imputed by tlie Divine Fa- 
ther to his son Jesua. Orifjinul sin is thus tlis- 
tiofrnialied from actaal sin by a line broaii enough to 
make one blameworthy and the other not blamewor- 
thy. And this shows that when boiled down the con- 
troversy all goes to vapor, "original sin" being noth- 
ing but a misnomer for ungndliru'ss, or that negative 
condition to which man descends, with all that per- 
tains to his proper nature, the moment the Spirit of 
God departs from him. Man in this state is aptly 
described by the words God addressed to Ailam after 
his traiiH!jreasion ; "Dnst thon art, and unto dust 
thou shalt return." All is "of the earth, earthy;" 
even the marvellous intellect and those genial affec- 
tions and natural kindness which, in common with 
lower animals, men, as nobly endowed creatures, im- 
aginfj the higher glory of heaven, are capable of show- 
ing to one another, being only the manifestations of 
that lower form of life which is fitted to receive the 
grace and love of God that will raise it to the spirit- 
ual plane of beini;. 

While in this "naked" stat-e, that is, unclothed of 
the higher life of God, man is "spiritually dead and 
incapable of sinning in a strict sense, because the 
higher law of God has ceased to have dominion over 
him. This is why Jesus said of the Jews, " If I had 
not come they had not had sin." The same truth is 
expressed by the apostle, Kom. vii, 7-9; "I had not 
known sin but by the law ; for I had not known lust 
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except the law liad said Tliou slialt not covet. For 
witbniit tlie law ain is dead. For I was alive without 
the law nnce, Imt when the commandment came sin 
reiTVpd and I died." 

OwiiiR tn the povertj of langnaj^e the word sin ia 
used to Bxpres.'i both the deed and its effects, and the 
distinction ranst be su)ipUfid by the mind. Paul en- 
deavors to express the distinction by a figure, call- 
ing the negative state produced by sin, dead si». 
This is but another name for that bondage to solf 
otherwise called original sin, which is the normal and 
universal state of man until the soul is roused to the 
consciousness of something higher by the preaence 
of Christ, first as a moral law and nest as a redeem- 
ing power of divine hivp and pitv. In both these 
characters He appeared tn Adam in the garden, after 
hiH fall, and thus revived his defunct moral sense, 
and became his Savior by a new birth of God in hia 
soul. 

But this being an engrafted property could not be 
traiinmitted by natural generation to his offspring— a 
principle strikingly illustrated in nature by the fact 
that the seeil of engrafted fruit does not produce the 
improved, lint only the natural, varieties. Thus the 
spiritual nature must be brought fortli, or rather atlded 
tn, the haman nature by that moral inocalatton called 
regeneration, a work as positive in its character and 
effects as natural generation, and doubtless thorough- 
ly analogous thereto, the Spirit of God conveying tlie 
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word of snlvatini', rnllptl a,^Bo tlie Gospel, nr gracp of 
GoJ, to the womli-like understauiline; of the soul, 
where it is eitber rpceived and embraced bv faith, 
the soul turnint; kindly ami cordially thereto, or else 
is not thus received. On this tree and momentous 
decision of each individual sonl depends the entire 
question of its rising to the higher and imperishjible 
life of God. 

Whether this divine life would Lave accompanied 
natural generation if man hnd not sinned is open to 
question, for it appears to have been communicated 
to Adam after his phi^sical formation or develop- 
ment had reached a certain stage of mental and moral 
susceptibility, Siting him to conceive the idea and 
sense of duty. TJien God called this primitive form 
of moral life into being by piving Adam a com- 
mand, or law of duty. This law, or Word of God, 
contained the germ of spiritual perueiitious and re- 
lations which generated the conscience, or n-Hec- 
tion of the face of God, in the now morally awak- 
ened aonh From its nature it would seera that 
this effect must in any case have resulted from ad- 
dresses made to a somewhat advanced understand- 
iup, and would therefore be sujiplemeutary to the 
work of natural generation and growth. In a perfect 
being the result would no doubt have been certain, 
and the communicated moral life would have passed 
from father to child by an easy and normal process 
of inilnetrimitwa ami development, like that now wit- 
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nesspil in wiint we Wm liPdltliy moral natnrea, only 
in much f^eater psrfeotion. The effect of sin is to 
dpfwlpD moral sensihilitj ; anil this redncpd suscep- 
tibility lo npiritnal impressions is no donbt lieredi- 
tniT, and constitutes the great loss which children 
Bufl'er from their parents' rebellion and immorality, 
tojrether with the want of that moral need-Bowing 
wliich ought to come from the parent to the child. 

These results are often cumulative, going on from 
generation to generation ; and this accounts for the 
wide and rapid spread of evil when once propagated 
ill the rich soil of humanity. As weeds increase fast- 
er than the lii^her order of plants, so selfishness op- 
presses those finer sentiments wbicli the Spirit of 
God brin^^s forth in the world, rgquiring the aid of 
ciiltivntiou to give the latter an equal ehance. But 
tliere is every reason to believe that the rcimnU of 
a proper cnltivation and improvement of our natural 
disposition, or moral estate, are shared by our chil- 
dren, as well as the peniilti/ at any injury that dispo- 
sition may suffer through our sinful iiidulgenc*. 
The words rrtctnl and iKmoUy are here nsed in the 
qiiatilieil sense which gave the name of sin to the he- 
reditary weakness it entails. What is meant is that 
the effects whioh the lawt^ of God attach tii liotb good 
and hiul actions are i-ouveyed to posterity as their 
nnlunil inheritance from tho^e who give them their 
start in life. 

There are those, and suniw dI \.\vwui VkTv-. \ci\v4. Vi'a.vA. 
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in tbe Society of Friemls, wLoee opposition to the 
iloctriiie of Oiiginal Sin ia carried to the extent of de- 
nying that any mom! taint or infirmity passes from 
parent to child, each soul being looked upon an a new 
creation fi'esh fi'om the hand of God, instead of a new 
bnd on the ever extending vine of a iiuitary race. 
This is the other extreme. 

To all appearance our mental and moral facnlties 
and propensities bear the features of our parents, 
and often of our ancestral line for many generations, 
no less distinctly, than do our physical powers. The 
entire system of being Beema to be modulated and 
held together by the great law of evolution— the un- 
rolling of the great life current which proceeds from 
God, iirst in one, theu in several, then in manifold 
forms and channels, each breaking out again and 
again in new branches with dividing lines of individ- 
ual consciousness and will — and so on forever. Nor 
is there any evidence that the spiritual half of being 
diti'era in this respect from that portion which seems, 
in the largest view, but a grand reflector and exposi- 
tion of the essential soul-life of the world. 

We have befora us two opposite conceptions of the 
soul-life of man, one uniting parent and child so 
closely that not ouly the effects, but even the account- 
ability, of personal action passes over from father to 
son. The other divides them entirely — as much as 
thougli their esiateuce began simultaneously on dif- 
ferent planets : for the suul is the man, and if this 
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comes immediatelj from God, unaffected by the 
clianiiel through which it reaches the world of seDse, 
then the two are not " membera one of another," but 
merely assooiatea iu the work of life. 

Does not the truth lie between these two thoories? 
The offspring of man is an embryo, not a liviuf; soul, 
nntil the breath of God, symbolized by the atmos- 
phere of this world, quiukena it into a separate per- 
Bonal existence. Tlieu it Hushes into conscious being 
as ajoiut product of God and man, partaking the at- 
-ttibutes ol both parental sources. From the human 
it inherits what we term its lower nature, consisting 
of such powers and ]jro]5eiisitie3 as its earthly par- 
ents have to give it. It may be its misfortune that 
they have nothing better to bestow; but this is the 
iuevitable and just consequences of man's loss of mor- 
al, intellectual and physical harmony by sin. GoJ 
could have slain Adam and maile a new father for the 
race ; but He thought best uot to tlo so, prefernug to 
overcome sin and its etl'ects by grace bestowed on 
each individual of an imperfect race. Li a family of 
free agents sin would be liable to break out at any 
time and spread its conta^iou throu^li tlie whole. It 
w«8 therefore wiser to let the race be boru iu the cel- 
lar to which the unfaithful husband and wife had fall- 
en, and there receive the first lessons, by lire and can- 
dle light; and to such as would accept the invitation, 
open a stairway up to the light of day, the Father 
idowo ilia servuubs, Uke tU^ W3^^ ^-^^^^^^ 
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to bring food aud water and give a helping hand, and 
finally his ever-faithful Son to reveal to them the per- 
fect law of liberty, and open a still wider doorway 
between eaitli and Heaven. 

Those thus bom in poverty and filth seem to be 
treated as though they were gnilty of their parents' 
sins; — but who that visits the inebriate's den does 
not pity the infant there lying on its bed of straw, and 
know in his heart that God pities it also, aud does 
not charge it with its father's crime? 

Between eaeh new-born aoul and its earthly foun- 
tain God interposes, at the moment of awflkening cou- 
sciousaeas, His superior claim, and says to the aveng- 
ing angel, "Spare! As the soul of the father, so also 
the soul of the son is mine ; The soul that sinueth it 
shall die." Aud in due time, even in the midst of 
corruptiou and darkness, there is an unwonted light 
in the stable where the kine are feeding, aud the Word 
of Promise, the Hope of Glory, is laid in the manger 
of the hungry heart. Now is its hour of visitation, 
its day of grace, big with destiuy, when God will un- 
do all the work of evil and call his son out of Egypt, 
if in true faith he will keep the commandment of God 
to do what is right Whatsoever the soul thinks to 
be right is right for it to do, the spirit of obedieiiix, aud 
not the particular acts performed, being the moral 
grace which commends us to God ; aud this being 
the spirit of Christ, whoever does what he believes to 
he right, ia aahmiB&ioa to au overshadowing moral 
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Authority, whether he call it God or Buddji, is breath- 
iap, in the' moral atmosphere of Heaven and entpring 
tliP higher life of the angelic and divine nature. 
Tlins eTery soul that recognizes the distinctions of 
right and wrong and fpeln urged to do what it thinks 
to be right is appealed to by God, and empowered by 
this appeal, to escape from its bondage to self and en- 
ter the realm of spiritual life, the paradise of dutiful 
and loving activity, where Adam walked in the days 
of hia innocence. 

The door of entrance from the outside world where 
we are now born is Christ on the Cross. For instead 
of being easy and natural for us to do right, as 
would have been the case if our blood Lad not been 
drugged by the wine of self indulgence for genera- 
tions, it 18 now hard for us to obey the calls of duty. 
The gate is straight and the way narrow which leada 
unto this form of life, so contrary to oar natural iucli- 
nationn that it involves, in its complete ascendency, 
the crossing of all affections and desires which termi- 
nate in onr personal happiness. Self-love being thus 
cruciBed in ns, as we follow Christ in the work of re- 
generation, breathing and walking in his Spirit, the 
loTe of God which that Spirit imparts, presently 
raisee the soul from the grave of Holfiah impulfies to 
the eternal life of God ; so that, no longer seeking onr 
happiness apart from God's and that of onr fellow- 
beings, we become united with them in no intltftft.i»i 
and harmonions u manner tVia,\. \Uft wsA \wa. Vif 
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never ending circles of (lelii{lit ; all that each gives be- 

iuK reatoreil to it with increase by the faithful love of 
its many fi'ienda. 

Inimortality can thua be seen to result from a life 
of bpiiignant love and gooduess rooted in God ; while 
death as inevitably follows a course of action looking 
only to self-gratification. One is a spiral orbit open- 
inf; ontward toward infinity: the other is a spiral or- 
bit clnsing inward upon itsslf and endiuR in the grave, 
or the hell of unsatisfied desire. 

To the choice of these opposite conrses every re- 
Rpnnaiblfi human being is at some time called; and 
though the number of tliosfi who will press through 
tlie narrow gateway may always be small, compared 
with the multitude sweeping on beneath the flowery 
ai^ch of pleasure into the broad and slippery high- 
way of self-indulgence, the nnraber who reach the bet- 
ter goal is perhaps as great as would be the case if 
the entrance were made easier. At all events the 
conditions of the world are such aa men have made 
for themselves and their ofi^spring, despite God's of- 
fered help, all along the ages ; and if we perish be- 
cause we choose that which we know to be wrong we 
have only ourselves to blame. Tlie motives to right 
conduct, and its rewards, are alike increased by the 
fact that our children and our friends, though not 
wholly dependent on our integrity for their happiness, 
are yet profoundly bon fitvd thereby. And this great 
good is attainable only at the risk of their sharing 
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with as the sad and perhaps fatal consequences of 
our fall — fatal not because God judges them for 
our fault, but because the imitative property of the 
soul, which draws us heavenward in the company of 
the good, exposes us likewise to the deadly contagion 
of unbelief and sin, and tempts us to drown the " still 
small voice" of redeeming love with the clamors of 
unhallowed passion and the cries of unsatisfied ap- 
petite. 




The Friends eDdeavornd to employ laugnafie in a 
way to p;ive distinctness to related ideas. Hence they 
ftdnpted the primary significatinn of such words as 
justification, or vinkm/jusf, and atonement, or making 
orif, and fonud much light thrown on these profound 
questions by this simple use of language. They hold 
that man cannot be justified while in a sinful state 
merely by another's doing what is right aud throwing 
the garment of his good deeds, as a screen, over a 
corrupt heart. Gnd is not thus deceived, however 
mnch man may delude himaelf, and tr3' to make him- 
self appear respectable in borrowed virtue. What 
is really accomplished is this. When man sins, un- 
der stress of temptation, instead of cutting him otT, 
God suffers his love still to flow toward his erring 
child in a way that diverts attention from his fault, 
concealing it from the notice of those vindictive senti- 
ments which would esact the immediate and extreme 
penalty of transgression. This love surrounds the 
soul that has sinned, just as the blood from a wound 
in the fleah flows out and covers the wound and forms 
a protection to it, while the same healing element is 



JC aXIPICATION — ATONEMENT 

at work nnderDeath this coveriugto supply new flesh 
and knit together the sundered parts. TIiIb act of 
covering up a wound until the life-building power of 
love haa time to heal the breach of sin, is what ia 
meant by the term justification, in its current theolog- 
ical sense. The idea is that Gotl consents to over- 
look the injury and treat the sinner as though be 
were just, until partlnuiug love, working in the soul, 
removes the effects of sin and makes it really just, 
and at one with Qod: that is, until the sin has been 
atoned for, expiated, blotted out, its divisive force 
destroyed, and its effects repaired, by the healing 
power of love. 

That such a positive operation takes place every 
time sin ia committed and fully forgiven, any man 
may convince himself who will watch the operations 
of his own mind. What is it we do when injured by 
a friend whom jet we are anwilling to cut off from 
our regard? Our heart divides itself toward him. 
One part cries out in indignation against the wrong, 
while the other pleads for the offender, as the gentler 
Bool of the pitying mother pleads with the sterner, 
though not less loving, father to remit the sentence 
due to their child's disobedience. Thus the wo- 
manly side of our nature throws the mantle of char- 
ity around our sinful friend, and goes to bim with the 
healing balm of its own love ; and while entering into 
judgment with him so temijera judgment with mercy 
AS to work a full reconciliatiou, or atonement Mow 
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if we couM look in upou our eool during this opera- 
tion we should see its life-currenta flowinf; forth and 
euawathiuj^ the eoul of our friend, hiding his faults 
from the sharp reproaches of our sense of justice, 
mitigating hia offence, aa far as possible, and striding 
to renve his languishing ftffet'tion toward us. If he 
aciiepts our love in a spirit of penitence, and responds 
to our kindling warmth, tlien we altogether bury the 
offence, and he becomes to us as though he had not 
Binned. He ia then justified in a proper aense, his 
Bin having tirst been overlooked and finally removed 
' with all its destructive eff'euts on the harmony of our 
united life. 

This great work of reconciliation between Himself 
and the human race God has effected, and atil! effects, 
by a similar course of action to that we discover in 
ourselves under like conditions. It is not perhaps 
too much to say that the sin of mankind produces a 
divided sentiment in the mind of God towards the 
race, constraining him to such variety of purpose and 
attitude toward us, in the double character we have 
assumed towards Him, as is expressed in the gospel 
method of salvation which represents God in the 
double character uf ft vindicator of law and justice 
and at the same time a rescuer of men from the fatal 
effects of sin ; thus in a manner dividing the innermost 
eoul of goodneas, order, truth and love into a du- 
al cousciousneas for the re cf ignition of adverse 
cJaJms, and bringing forth a corresponding espression 
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in tlie world. This conception of QuA acting a douWe 
part, as Father and Sou, while actually oue in Spirit, 
is the ultimate truth uf I'edemptioii, ami the prime 
mysterj of beiug. 

Open as Biieh a revelation must needs be to the 
scepticism of such as canttot conceive the profouuder 
reliitinns and capacities of Bpirit-life, doubt is com- 
pelled to pause by the discoveries which the humiiu 
miml is able to make in its own interior world, where 
a similar dualty and trinity of selfhood is cogniza- 
ble. Indeed it can lie shown that both mental and 
physical activity depend on such a complex organiza- 
tion. Diversity in unity is the great law of existt'uce. 
Two, alike and unlike, uniting in and by a third, is 
the fountnin from which the stream of life and all its 
branches eternally proeeed.s. 

When therefore we liBton to those deep utterances 
which are only the truer because they seem paradox- 
ical, such as, "In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God;" 
"The Word was made fleiih and dwelt among men;" 
" He that hath seen me hath seen the Father;" "I 
and my Father are one ; " " God was in Christ recon- 
oili»K the world unto Himself." etc., etc.; whyshould 
we pronounce them unreasonable when the act by 
which wo judge of them is the result of an organiza- 
tiou no less complex and wonderful? For we have 
BOt only a soul and body that sometimes work, halt 
iritii and halt against each oUiftT, \iM.\. oxw \i:^c^ "->* 



a4G 



JDSTIFICATIt>N — ATONEMENT 



3 doable, with two compleie seta of orgt 
in all probability our soal is equally a dualtj, or 
trinity, of spiritual powers. And tliese powers of 
mind and body, though ordinarily working in one 
1, are capable, in the presence of a disturbing ele- 
ment, of manifesting no little divergence in their in- 
clinntiou and modes of action, amounting not uufre- 
quently to sucL complete antagonism as to snap the 
cementing tie which we call Eeason, and leave man 
Jike a tree split into halves by lightning. This in- 
deed is the natural result of sin, which in its essence 
B a voluntary discord in the moral attributes of the 
Boul, love of self breaking apart from love of God, to 
seek its own glory or pleasure. And sin once brought 
_forth casts its shadow, like a dark cloud, or a mias- 
i, far beyond its immediate and responsible source, 
le eifeets follow along the invisible cords which 
mits organ to organ, and soul to soul, even to God 
Himself, producing everywhere a shadow, or re- 
semblance, of the resulting inharmony, giving to all 
who are associated in the great bond of nuitary life 
ihe pain- producing consuiousness, or knowledge of 



Novf this shadow of siu and death, carried up into 
the mind of God, there produces a semblauce of dis- 
cord and such reversionary action to overcome its ef- 
fects as has resiiltfcd in what is termed the scheme of 
redemption, that superlative display of Divine love 
^iad goodnesB, in which God tnkea to Himself the di- 
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TisivB pffeet of sin, liearing tlift Wow wHhcitit Kivinp; 
the reiloun<i that woiilil rarry instant (lenth to the 
culprit; anil spTiiline forth, over the brench of faith, 
an'l tbroush tliP chasm of death, the reviving cnrrpnta 
of lifi! and love. 

Thin result ia not attnined without sacrifirf* and 
loas. Justice sufTers; Ri(*hteonRueRS is wonnded and 
stretclietl upon a cross ; Innocence endures the 
sorrow which belongs to Guilt; Love reaps what 
it has not sown, and tlie Word of God ia broken. 
Bnt at this tremendous cost. Life, the darlinp of the 
Fathor'a heart, is saved. And with Life saved, all, or 
Dearly all, the loss can be made up again, by the su- 
perlative grace of mercy tind the intensified devotion 
of ransomed spirits. 

The life of souls that sin is saved in the same man- 
ner aw a diseased member of the body is healed, by 
the remedial action of the nerves and blond distrib- 
nting the effects of the injury throufih the system. 
NnuA of the pain-produoing effects of sin are lost 
TbPV are only carried into other parts nf the system 
by the law of association which makes vicarions snf- 
bn'uz an almost uuiversal experience. This is Love's 
devict* for breaking the blow that if unbroken wonld 
out off from the body every wrong dner. But Lovo 
does it willing, and by drawing on his creative ro- 
sonrces finally fills up the painful breach with ro- 
n»wed joy. 

This ia the philosophy of live \U^v\c-w\exA.\v^ -^bW^s.. 
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Christ JesuH, as the einliojied repreHentative of the 
man-wurtl sitla of Deity, receivail the shock of Lumau 
trflnsf^reaaioD, and by bearing its pains and returning 
good for evil, life for death, ransomed the world and 
reconciled it to God, Li ao doing he carried the dis- 
ease, the unrest, the sorrow, and sin, an reprcsevted in 
i/s I'ffeds, even to the uppearaiice of guilt and blame, 
or the sha/loio of man's culpability, into his own rela- 
tions with the Father, iiom inaUy takinj^ the reproach- 
es of the eternal law of rigLtenusneas, with its retril>- 
ntive pains, upon himself, and standinj^inanraf/iVwtfeof 
hostility to the vindictive purpose of God as the or- 
dainer and upholder of the fundamental relations of 
right and wrong. Hence be waa permitted to be ao 
borne back into the shades of both physical and mor- 
al deatli, that an awful sense of man's lost condition 
came upon him, and he cried, out under the burden of 
that vicarious woe and sense of bauishment, "My 
Goil, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 

All this was real, and yet the reality of sin and 
blame was not there. In this crucial vortex, this 
heart to heart encounter of the incoming tides of ain 
and death on onr side, and the love and faiihfulnesa 
of God on the other, his body and soul were thrust in 
twain, earth claiming the lower and heaven the high- 
er part. This fixed, irrefragible grasp of the soul 
of Jesus on God, amid the agonies of death and 
separation waa the last golden link of the great 
Atonement which reunited the world nf mankind to 
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God. Love liail how eonqnered sin and death in 
tlipjr most terrible forms. 

In all this wonderfnl w.irk God and Christ are sub- 
stantially one, one in spirit, purpose and sensibility, 
evpD whpre they are opposed in attitude and appear- 
nofe. The opposrtioii is dramatic; not a play, hut a 
display of cmtrarv emolinna and activities wrought 
iu the ocean of Divine love by the outbreak of sin and 
the in-poating of the Amazoiiinu tides of human want 
and woe. The currents uud counter currents of pity 
and anger are thus net iu motion to roll on iu majes- 
tic unrest until «in and sorrow ^thall be uo more. 

JesHS did all thing's agreeably to bis Father's will 
and commandment. The impulse to save, and the 
plfin of salvation all came from the united heart and 
mind of Infinite Goodness and Wisdom. All the auf- 
f(>rin^ of the Son were shared by the loving Father; 
and the wrath of God agHinst wanton wickedness ia 
exjirosscd in that fearful jjhrase "the wrath of the 
Lamb." 

It was by virtue of this full and perfect unity while 
Working in apparently opponite, or diverse, directions 
that the Atoueuinnt wixh fffected^or rather ia effect- 
ed; for it is, in fact an etfrnai, continuous, Prmr-iti, 
needing but once to W exhibited, iu bistriouic form, 
but ever, while sin lasts, a profound and palpitiitiug 
ri'iility. 

The naviati vlrliw of the Atonement, atnnot lie iu 
retributive Hnfforin^; vinited by ibe faUvat m,y*\w "^^ 
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Sou, aa & siihstitiite for the punishment due lb man; 
"because in ao doiii^!; Go<l wrjukl he punialiiiig himself, 
and that too for an act of superlative [^oodneaa. Thia 
remarkable conception which maintains its hold with 
such sinf^ular pertinacity in the popnlar mind, aeema 
to have arisen from the close proximity of sin and 
suffering, as cause and effect, and from the tact that 
the effects of sin pass beyond the individual agent to 
those associated with hiiu in the work of life, carry- 
ing with them, not the reality, bnt the appearance of 
punishment. This appearance often gives color to 
thouffht and language, as light passiug through a col- 
ored medium changes the eomplesion of objects on 
which it falls. It haa thus affected the language of 
the Bible. But when we attempt to convert such ex- 
pressions into philosophic terms, without eliminating 
the figurative element, the result is a confusion of 
ideas. 

The simple truth appears to be that when man 
sins he wounds not only himself but every part of 
the great body of life with which he is united, includ- 
ing the Divine Head and Heart whence converge all 
the nerves and arteries of this wonderful universe. 
And when God couseuts to give the sinner new life — 
that is to forgive his offence— the life sent forth finds 
deatli already in possession of the sinful soul. When 
the PLjaiciau comes, therefore, with the sacred fire, 
or holy anointing, to kindle anew the eztinguislied 
^amp of /ore, he meets death at the door of the 



JTBTIFICATION — ATONEMENT 



151 



niMirt and mnat press through and overconiB hia ad- 
versary, Inoaeuiuf; hia grasp by the infusion of new 
spiritual life, or blnnd from hia own veins. The very 
nature of deadly ain is that it cuts ofT the apiritual 
veius aud arteries, called faith, by which the life- 
blood of OUB spirit passes to and from another. 
When restitution is made, theae veins and arteries are 
reuuited, or, as we express it in other ianRuafre, con- 
lideuce is restored, so that love will flow again from 
heart to heart, aud from member to member. This 
operation involves a true death, or outpouring of eoul 
lil« from one to another, in a violent and painful man- 
ner, as the blood flows from a wound in the body. 

The Atonement ia the making up between God and 
man ; aud as mau has nothing but shame aud death 
to offer, God Hctrepts these and gives life and the 
poaitiou of a claimant to man. Himself bearing 
Ut© losH, or as we express it figuratively, sharing 
the penalty, or paying the debt of the guilty party. 

We should never have conceived that God really 
suffers, that His fatherly heart bleeds toward us, 
evory time we Hin, if Chriat had not come in visible 
form to make it known to ua. Nor could we have im- 
agined that our Mnul-life ia so interwoven with that of 
God that not only hia goodness Hows to us, removing 
onr want aud pain, but our pains are caught up by the 
very uorves that bring us relief, and absorbed, and 
fltmlly extinguished in the iutinite heart of God. 
TfauH and thus only can om te'io'set'i Vfe tS^fccSj*^-. 
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\h& new life and virtue 
t come, to us in the reviving stream of our Savior's 
^ood. The pain is iuoidental to the liealiog nci; not 
|t cause, but a coiisequence ; & transferred effect of 
un, deprived in the transfer of the sting of moral 
By this new outpouring death and the active 
■ of sin are flnnlly overt'ome and destroyed as 
1 a sea of devouring fire, and love and joy reign tri- 
bmphant. 

ih is the great work of hnman sal^'ation, too 
uiid vronderful lo be expressed in language, or 
comprehended with all the aids tba't can be 
given. By slow degi^ees the human understanding, is 
expanding to take in its vast proportions. Theory af- 
ter theory has been proposed, all containing elements of 
truth, and probably all of them together insufficient to 
exhibit the whole truth. I have tried to follow the 
inductive line of what may be termed the Vital Theo- 
ry of the Atonement, hoping to add a little light to 
this most interesting subject of inquiry : I will not say 
speculation, because it is as much a matter of science 
as any inquiry into the lawa and operations of na- 
ture ; and the only myste ry attaching to it arises from 
our inability to penetrate the profound recesses of 
our own existence. I have labored to eliminate what 
baa long been a disturbing factor in the investigation, 
', the apparent inconsistency attributed to the 
conduct iu cLar<nng the innocent with the 
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indp'htedness of the guiltT in Batinfaction of thftclaima 
of ahstract jnstics, or iu vindication of law, while at 
the same time tho sentiment of justice demandn 
that blame shall not be carried over from f^uilt 
to innocence. Even the appearance of so doinf^ 
hurts a refined sensibility. The force of associa- 
tion sometimes prevents a proper distinction and 
makes a false appearance of complicity with wrong 
one of the bitter conseqneiircea which innocence has to 
bear for guilt. Bnt tLi.s ariKes from men's imperfect 
knowledge. When we attempt to carry up the illu- 
sion to the mind and heart of God and represent Him 
as visiting his righteous displeasure against a sinful 
world on the perfect offspring of His own bosom, 
HI whom He was evui- "well pleased," we are going 
a step too far. 

The hypothesis that Divine JHstice requires an 
atonement for sin in an eqnivalent of suffering irre- 
spective of the person who suffers, and as a vindica- 
tion of the anthority of law, like a man's payinga debt 
for his friend, is fonnled on one of those half- 
trnthft which are so potent to mislead men of 
Rood judgment. Abstract justice, or the equalizing 
of cftnse and effect, does indeed require that sin shall 
he followed by suffering tfi the full extent of its pain- 
prodticing power. The effect of a blow must lodge 
Bomewhere; and whoever ititerferes tn alter its conme 
merelv diverts thp eflfect from the one on whom it wan 
about to fall to whatever is put in its place. This 
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nnt God Himself can prevent -without annihilating 
the foundations of life and order. 

"All force is twiiin in oae : canao is not cause 
Unleaa effect be there; and action's aelf 
Must needs contain a passive." 
The idea of an absolute pardon, or annihilation of 
the effects of sin, is therefore baseless. The only 
way God can pardon siu iw by taking its effects upon 
himself and thus excusiu^ the dinner from bearin;^ 
them ; aud because the effects of certain sins— those 
of unbelief, or nou- inter course — will take man to de- 
struction as certainly as the cutting of a branch from 
a tree, or a hand from tlie body, will destroy the 
excouimuuicated member, even death, as one of the 
natural effects of sin, must enter into the redemp- 
tive process. Christ must needs die — that is he 
must become, in a certmu manner, separated from 
God, which ia the essence of death, in order to be ia- 
eorporated with the alien race of man, thus biingiug 
them new life. "I came forth from the Father and 
am come into the world : again 1 leave the world and 
go to the Father." These are partsof one great act of 
self-sacrifice whereby Christ descends into the world 
as a man casta himself into the sea to carry a rope to 
to a shi[)-wrecked vessel, and having made fast the iiue 
and bidden the mariners believe in hira and follow his 
example, returns to shore holding fast the cord, which 
represents faith, or the three-fold cable, faith, hope 
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U)d lovfl, whicb binfis tlie world tn Hpavpn. All tliis 
liecame indiapennahle if God wonlrl save a Inst race ; 
ami Iiencp, in a certain sensp, the (rrpat law of jiistiue 
called on man's Redeemer to assume man's coQdition 
of siifferiDg and alienation. Here is the half-trnt-h 
whiRii lends to the sufferinps and death of Christ the 
appearanre of a pimative satisfaction for man's sin 
fered by a Tolnntarv partner of his fortunes. 

But we all know that no real cnilt, except in a c. 
tain technii-al sense of exposure to thf rftritintiva 
paiiw of ain, attaches to the charipfer of Ohviit ; and 
hence the lan-jna^e which presents him in that char- 
acter must all be received as fisnrative, the apparent 
standini^ for the real truth. 

Moreover Justice contains a bisher personal ele- 
ment which forbids ns to blame the innocent even 
when intimately connected with the s;tiiltv. We are 
tliuR compelled to draw a line between sin and that 
part of the suflferinK it causes which is carried beyond 
the immediate agent by the corporate ties which 
make us all members one of another and of a univer-^ 
sal IkhIj of life. 

Now to say that thene sufferinr^s which the innocen) 
must share with the guilty while they remain topethei 
and which Christ necessarily assumed with hisince 
nation, are what satisfies the law of God and ezpd 
at^'B the offence of the sinner, is to snliHtitnte an i 
fept for a cause. That which expiales the offence, 
atQUe*! for the fanlt, and satisJies the law and mind of 
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il, is ttm life and YirtiiH which the innncfiTit hftstowB 
»ii the suilty in exchange for the sufferings received 
'om thpm, autl which, by iinpartins, first a shelter- 
ing radiance of reflected li^ht from the good deeds of 
him who has espoused their cause, and secondly a 
reiil reuovfttioD of life and character to correspond 
with the life and character of God, amends the breach 
of sin, makinj:; (nil reparation in snbstituted goodness 
and love whose superlative ^ace atones for past sor- 
j^Towa and fills Heaven and Earth once more withfull- 
of joy. Sin is thus overcome and its effects 
ilotted ont, and Death and the Grave are despoiled 
»f their victory unto all who receive the atoning life 
if the 8nn nf God and are justified in his name, walk- 
ing in the light of the Lord blameless. 

Vicarious suffering is a common, indeed a univer- 
sal, experience. The innocent are ever suffering with 
and for the guilty, bearing their sins and shielding 
them from the effects of their errors, by giving them 
good for evil, life for death ; just as the sound mem- 
bers of the body share the rfstrainta and pains of the 
unsound, and atone for their defects by sending them 
new blond and nerve force to overcome their disor- 
ders. And it is a glorious truth that the Head and 
Heart of all being originate and sustain this gruat 
work of salvation, causing all the members to partici- 
pate therein according to the need ; and that only 
thus can erring uiau live for a day, by feeding on the 
substituted life of Ciod, the "flesh and bh)od"of re- 
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lippininfr K<'™lii*'«s »"*' \nx9, bronglit to him in tlia 
Worrl cif tpcotidliatinn, "the Son aod sent of the 
Pathfir, " the prrson, Christ JpBna— (or all GiuVs 
U/e in pn'itma! v'hfti fmlio^ierl in definite conceptifms 
and forma. And that Ond, as a true Fatlier, bo 
hIihi^s nnr aomiws and entprs into our woes, and 
fjatlipre np in Urn nlmifihty Lnnd the seeds of death 
and destrnctinn, ronBiiminf; them in the fires of h!a 
loTe, that our life is renewed within iis day l>y day, 
and moment hj mompnt. As the breath of heaven 
enters our lungs to iinpaH new energy to our blood 
and at tlie same time anatph away its iropnrities 
whinh contain the seeds of death, and as fofid and 
water enter onr bodies to carry on the same great 
woikof niinistuition to onr poul-life, Bo the Word and 
Spirit of God are ever at work, repltnishinp, pnrify- 
iog, energizing our spiritual niitures, and bearing 
away the effects of onr sins together with the ashes 
of onr spent vitality. 

The incarnation and death of Christ, which are 
parta of one aet, bronglit these eternal truths within 
tlie horizf^n of man's knowledge in a way most pro- 
foundly to inapress the sensitive mind with a concep- 
tion of Gixl's iiitying love, and thus engender return- 
ing love, and awaken sorrow for sin by showing its 
sad effects. The sufferings of Christ Jesus thus be- 
come the expinient and ineiistire ijf God's love for his 
erring cbihiren, and contribnte t^i the work of atone- 
ment by their stimulating iuHnencti on the siniier's 
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miuil, iiml as well, uii ii<uibt, by their softeuinK ^o3 
teiidtriDH etfeut on the Diiud of God, considered 
as Btandint; aloof from mau on the gnmud of 
abstract justice, but now, by a. fellow feelinf; of pain 
Btimulated to pity and a new and superlative out- 
pouring of love, as of blood n.niu'' fortli from the 
wounded heart to cover up, and finally obliterate both 
sin and its consequences. 

It is of vast importance tbat these moral effects of 
Christ's death and sufferings should not be lost, as 
tliey form the kindling torch in the hand oE the evan- 
gelist with which he must set fire to the deail human 
heart and conscience. Hence the vigilant jealousy 
with which the evangelicul Church guards the doc- 
trine of the Atoneineiit in its popularized forms of 
statement, because these f^ive a Hash and blood pic- 
ture of the saving love of God for lost humanity, 
a picture which takes hold, as no philosophic state- 
ment can do, of the heart and emotions, working 
thrtnigh the imaffi nation to beget a likeness of 
Christ in the souL And this is why God presented 
that wondrous life-portrait of himself to the world, 
that man might be captured by it, and caught up in- 
to such an enthusiasm of admiration that he would 
take on the stamp of a new and higher life. This 
ardor and glow of loving enthusiasm, circling about 
the folds of the excited imagination is what effects the 
new birth, Christ within, the hope of gloiy, the em- 
bryo angel of an irninortal exi«t*'nce.. lietter far that 
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the imajnnntioii shonid be overwroHp;lit and emliracfl 
some errors of jiidgmeut, tbnn that it elioiild not 
warm to the saving conception of God's iufinite love 
in sending his Sou to live and suffer and die, that we 
poor sinners may live forever, taking on himself the 
iuHUlferable bnrden of our woes, and Riving us life 
and joy iontead, out of bis abounding fullness. If by 
n stretch of the imagination we can also cast off our 
stitiing and appalling sense of guilt on our mighty 
Sponsor and let him carry it away, aa a scapegoat 
into the wilderness, we are then well rid of it, ami 
shall have time enough by and by to learn that this 
part of the transfer whb only an appearance, a shadow, 
wherein we Beemed to sen our Hahstitute going off 
nniler the frown and lash of Divine justice, leading 
us the lleece and skin of his own righteousness with 
which to cover our nakedness. All this may some- 
times be neeilful to the heart's rest from its taunting 
convictions of guilt, in that state of unreason when 
appearances have all the force of fjicts. And yet to 
set it down in the books, and offer it, in cool reason, 
t« loeu of nuderntanding, as theologically true, and 
an exHontial part, yes the very foundation stone, ot 
the scheme of human s;d\atioii. is carrying matters 
qnit« too fitr, and is lieginning to reaet against the 
claituM of Christianity in many thinking minds. The 
world is growina more thoughtfal and analytic in its 
woftption ot religioiit as wfill as* other truths, and we 
mnnt contuder the intellect iks we\| aa the heart. We 
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must not repfil the strong tniin from the cliiirc.h in or- 
der tliiit it may be filled with women and children, 
or tbnae whose faith does not demand logical coneia- 
tenoy. Christianity contains no more fiction than we 
ourselves attach to it; and though it is able to bear 
up, and do ita life-saving work, nnder nanny encum- 
brances, the less we wreathe the sword with the dry 
leaves, of imagination, the keener will be ita edge. 

Perhaps it would not l:ie right to offer the above, 
as the expressed Quaker doctrine of the Atonement; 
for they have never formulated any definite statement 
of this particular doctrine, and have always been 
more or less divided with regard to it ; so-ne holding 
what is known as the orthodos theory, iu one or an- 
other of ita many phases, and others rejecting the 
whole ou account of the difficnltiea I have pointed 
out, I thiuk however that what is here advanced be- 
longs naturally to their general aystem, which rests 
ou the substantial work of religion in the aoul, mak- 
ing all our relations to God positive and vital, and 
viewing the external work, even of Christ himself, aa 
a glorioua display, in living, and historic, and heart- 
inapiring vision, of the world-wide and eternal veri- 
ties of our inner life. 

The doctrine above defined may be summarized 
thus: 

Man's Justification and atonement with God rest 
not on the imjmted, but on the frmismUfH and vitnJhj 
iuwrought, grace and righteousness ot Christ, wlios's 
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incarnation, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and 
retnrn in the Spirit, are the symbol and supreme in- 
etrument of aucli transfei- and reconciliation. 

With this we may compare a few passaging showing 
how the Quakers have reviewed the mattor. 

"Ab many as resist not this tujlit but receive 

the same, it becomes in tliem a holy, pure and spirit- 
nal birth, bringing forth holiness, nghteousness, pur- 
ity, and all those other blessed fruits which are ac- 
ceptable to God : by which holy birtli, to wit, Jes^ua 
Christ J'ormed leithin us, and working his works in us, 
ft3 we are sanctified, so are we justified in the sight of 
Ood, according to the Apostle's wonis : " But ye are 
vaHhed, bat ye are sanctitied, bnt ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesun, and by the Spirit of oar 
God." I Onr. vi, 2. Therefore it is not by our works 
wrought in our own will, nor yet by good works cou- 
aidereii as of themselves; bnt by Cliri^l, who la both 
the (fi/l and the (jivn; and the caiiBe producing the 
effects iu us; who, as he hath reconciled us while we 
were oiiemies, doth also in his wia<lom save us and 
justify us after this manner, as saith the same Apos- 
tle elsewhere: 'According to his mercy he saved as, 
hv the wasliing of regeneration, and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost.' " Tit iii, 5. 

Apoloffy, J*rop. VII. 

" The atate of the ooutroverajr being tbaa lud down, 
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3 fnllnwinf; poaitiona do from heuce arise in the 
bext place to be proved. 

"First, that the obedieiice, sufferingB, and death of 
■Christ is that by wliich the soul obtains remission of 
sins, and is the procuring canse of that grace by 
3 inward workings CJiriat comes to be formed 
^nwardly, and the soul to be made conformable unto 
, and ao just, and juatified, 
" Secondly, That it is by this inwai-d birth of Christ 
in man that he is made jnst, and therefore so account- 
ed of God : wherefore, to be plain, we are thereby, 
and not till that be brought forth in nn, /uriiinUy, if 
toe must nae that word, juatified in the sight of God. 

"Thirdly, That as <jood tcorks as naturally follow 
from thia birth as heat from fire, therefore are they 
if alKolute necessUy to juntification, as Caufta nine qua 
v>n, i. e. though not as the cause for which, yet as 
Ihat in tvhich we are, and without which we cannot be, 
[bstified." 

—Ibid, g IV. 



(Good works are here defined, by a happy illuatra- 
|tion, so as to include the first fruits of the new life, 
ihe right affections of the soul.) 

" They object, verse 2l8t of the same chapter (2 Cor. 
fc.) 'For he hath made him to be sin for us who knew 
po sin, that we might be made the rit^hteousuesa of 
k)d in him.' From whence thev argue That as oar 
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is imputed to Clirist, who had ao sin ; so Christ's 
righteousueBB is imputed to us, without our being 
rijjhteouB. 

" But this interpretation is easily rejected ; lor 
thnn({h Christ tiare our bins, aud suffered for vs. and 
was nmong men accounted a sinner, and numliered 
among transgrpsBors ; yet that God reputed him a 
sinner is nowhere proved. For it is said. He wjis 
found before him lioli/, yamdenn and vmli-ftled, nei- 
ther was tliere found any guile in his month. That 
we dpserved those things, and much more, for our 
sins, which he endured in obedience to tlie Father, 
and accordiuK to bis counsel, is true; but that ever 
God repnted him a wnner is denied : neither did he 
ever die that we Bhouhl be reputed righteous, though 
no more really such than he was a sinner, as here- 
after ap):>pars. For indeed if this argument hold it 
might l>e stretched to that length aa to lie very pleas- 
ing to wicked men that love to abide in their sins : for 
if we l>e ma^le righteous an Christ was made a sinner, 
merely by imputation, then as there was no sin, not 
the least, iu Christ, so it would follow that there need- 
ed no more righteousness, no more holiness, no mora 
inward sa net ill cation iu us than there was sin in him ! 
So then by his lifing mmle lin/vr us must be uuder- 
stood liis nu/ferhitj for our f/iiis that we might be made 
partakers of the grace purchased by him. V>y the 
workings whereof we are made the righteimsness of 
0(h1 in him. For that the AjK^tle uudt^rstiKKl here 
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8 lieing marie really righteous and not merely hein^ 
repnteil bucIi, appears bj what follows, seeinf; in 
in verses 14, 15, Ifi, of the followinfj; chapter he ar- 
gnes largely against any supposed ntfreement of light 
and i^arlcneas, 7'iijhfemtsvess and uitrtghteousvens ; which 
must needs be admitted if men are to be reckoned 
ingrafted in Christ, and real members of him, merely 
by an impotative rifj-hteonsuess wholly withont them, 
while they themselves are actually unrighteous. And 
indeed it may be thought strange how some men have 
made this so fundamental tui article of their faith 
which is so contrary to the whole strain of the gospel : 
a thing which Christ in none of all his sermons and 
gracious speeches ever willed any to rely upon, rec- 
ommending to ua works, as instrumental in our Justi- 
fication, And the more it is to be admired at, be- 
cause that sentence or terra so frequently in their 
mouths, and so often pressed by them as the very ba^ 
eis of their hope and confidence, to wit, The imputed 
righteousness of Christ, is not to be found in all the 
Bible, at least to my observation. 
~ /Airf. ^ VI. 




The Friends early advocated the doctrine of man's 
nioml perfectibility in this life. They beliovetl that 
Christ set no unattainable Btandani before Hia disci- 
plea — that when He commanded them, "Be ye per- 
fect, even as ymr Father who ia in Heaven ia per- 
fect," He intended, and was able, to furnish them 
with sufficient grace fully to nvRrcorae ain. Not that 
they were to be soon maile infallible. There is a dif- 
ference l)etween sinlessueas and infallibility. Adam 
wus for a time ainless, but was too weak to withstand 
Lis wife's peranaaions, added to those of the serpent. 
Job waft strong enough for that, but sank into dis- 
trnet of God nnder the long continued strain of be- 
reavfltueut and intense biKlily suflering. Doubtless 
there have been many whose hearts were thoroughly 
cleuuaed of all impure att'ections and motives, who 
were yet sometimes thrown from their founilation by 
sudden fear, or strong appeals to their natural pro- 
pensities — those motive forcea without which man 
woidd be um|ualified for his work in this world. 
CIcai-ed of this misconception the doctrine of Perfec- 
tion, or HolinesH, as it is now called, is highly com- 
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mentlable to the earnest believers in it; for it exalts 
the power of redeeming ^race, frivefi vigor and direct- 
ness to faith, and emphasizes the demands of flod'a 
righteous law upon us. If God Las given laws to 
men which they cannot obey He is merely playing with 
them. This is inaupposable. Such an assumption 
gives a dangerous license to sin, and puts a tearful 
weapon into the hands of the Tempter, 

We are called to holiness of heart and life, and are 
not at liberty to say, " Whep we have done with this 
world, which was made for sinners, then we will lead 
holy lives." How do we know there are not plenty 
of these procrastinating sinners in the other world? 
The probability would seem to be that it is full of 
them. What is there about death that is capable of 
trannformiug a sinner into a, saint? If we put off our 
flesh aud bones does that necessarily relieve us of a 
desire to seek our own happiness irrespective <if thn 
wants of others? The root of all sin lies here, and 
this is a fault of the soul, not of the body. Our bod- 
ily wants intensify the strain npon us to seek satisfac- 
tion aud relief in a selfish way ; but many of onr sins 
have little to do with the body. What has the love 
of fame, of admiration, of social preferment, to do 
with this life that it may not with a life of pure men- 
tality ? Selfishness only takes a more refined type 
in the intellectual ranks of being: and nothing but 
the love of God can overcome this root of iniquity in 
man or nngpl. 
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Nor can auy reason be seen why that grace which is 
alile to tmiisffjrni aavjiges into men may not bo entirely 
niattter our seltisL impulses as to ele\ate men into 
saints before they leave this world. Indeed this 
world is just the place for saints — where they are 
mowt needed and can do most honor to their Lord and 
King, Why is Jesus called the King of saints if He 
has not one in his train, or in all his earthly province? 
Unhappy sovereign, to rule over a nation of hypocrites; 
for if Christians are not, miicli of their time, free from 
impure and 8elJinh desires — if they do not, out of a 
clenn heart, love God and their fellow men as much 
as they love themselves, then they are mere pretend- 
ers, tor tbis is what the law of God imperatively de- 
mauds. And though a man cannot gain tbis of him- 
self ; though for a long time tlie flesh will war against 
the spirit and the spirit against the flesh ; though we 
must again and again cry out " Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?" be who perseveres in 
wrnstling pr.iver and prayerful wrestling, as did tbe 
7j>aUius patriarch and apoBtle, will at length break 
forth in song with him. "I tbank God through Je- 
Bu« Christ our Lord." And though at this time, while 
under a load of physical infirmity which cramped and 
chained his soul to the things of sense, be could find 
comfort only in dividing liimseK in two parts, bo 
MaHbd not to "jireas towanl the mark tor the prize of 
tllB higb calling of (iod in Chi ist Jeans." Aud hfttore 
liH close he could say "I have fought the {;ood fight, 



I have finisheJ my course; I bave kept the faith, 
henceforth there w hiiil up for me a crown of 
right eaufiiiess which the Loid, the righteoan Judge, 
gball give me at that day : and unt to me only, but 
to all them also that love His appearing." 

" Though I affirm," says Barclay, '' that after a man 
hath arrived at such a state in which he may be alile 
not to sin, yet he may sin ; nevertheless I will nnt af- 
firm that a state is not attaiuable in this life in which 
to do righteousness may be so natural to the regener- 
ate aoul that in the stability of that condition he can- 
not sin," 

Have we not all known good fathers, and especially 
good mothers, from whose hearts every trace of real 
. selfishness was goneV They themselves may feel that 
||they are impure, because gross nature has its de- 
Bmands, They would like to dissolve iuto pure air or 
■isuulight, and go like Jesus to be the life of the world. 
But we are quite willing tliey should preserve their 
individual marks, and even bear a load of flesh aome- 
_ what longer. Nor will we charge them with sin, or 
■»ny shade of moral imperfection, because their per- 
pSonal preservation necessitates au occasional thought 
■ for themselves. Even should their sense of jnstice 
prove so vigorous as at times to break out in holy indig- 
nation against wanton wrong, we would not reduce 
B^heir crown by a siuijle star ; for so did not His, who 
Bfo the tenderness of a woman and the meekness of a 
Htuut, added the fire of au angel and the iudiguatioa 
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of God? HnliDBSs is wholeness, and thrnigh the con- 
ception opens a long road to progrpsa when applied 
to the entire being, body, soul, and mind, in the sense 
of niuless cleanness of heart and purpose, it should be 
the prown of every Chriatian life. Let " Holhr«9 to 
the Lord" be iuscribed in golden letters over every 
church door, and on the shield trf every Christian 
warrior: and though the dust of battle may some- 
times obscure its brightness, let none remove the sa- 
cred pledge of a heavenly inheritance, but as speedily 
as possible burnish it again in the fire of a Savior's 
love. 

Perseverance is necesnary both to reach and to 
maintain Perfection. Life rests, and will alwaya 
rest, on free and right volition. The free volitions of 
God are the fountain out of which all things 6ow, and 
the soul that is created in God's likeness will never 
be encased in a shell, or live in a city whose gates are 
not open to ingrees and egress for its free-born citi- 
zens. Every " decree of election " is conditioned on 
this fundamental law of esistencw. We say God can 
do no wrong, for we can conceive of no possible mo- 
tive for wrong conduct where perfect intelligence 
combines with infinite power and goodness. The 
necessary ignorance and inexperience of new-born 
finite minds exposes them to temptation. In it« ear- 
ly searches for happiness the soul may easily be mis- 
led ; and until the moral protoplasm uf kindly impul- 
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Bes is or<»aniz6fI and confinued by a^ts of intelli^pnt 
gnod-wil] into virtuous character, the desire to pleasfi 
one's Rslf, or those making the latest appeal, may 
readily vitiate out relations with those to whom con- 
stant affection is due. This general condition of finite 
being causes the need of a state of probation for the 
development of character. But as good impulses and 
intelligence grow together, the mind gradually rises 
out of the mysteries which envelop its birth and cbild- 
hood into the clear atmosphere of perfect knowledf^e : 
and when the soul has not only become purified, but 
is also filled with the love of God, as a liouse is filled 
with summer light and warmth, and has become fully 
informed of all the circumstances of its being, and is 
fnlly and habitually disposed to do good, then it has 
reached a state like that of God Himself, where to 
sin is impossible, while yet its acts are freely virtuous. 
This kind of freedom differs from that where a soul 
can elect to do good or evil, as is the case during its 
probation. As we go on making good or bail choices, 
these choices finally build up a framework of solid 
character which impedes our progress backward, 
leaving us only the modified liberty of moving in the 
direction we have chosen, be it right or wrong. This 
appears to be a general law of life. For illustration 
take the formation of the earth itself, which during 
its gaseous and liquid stages may he supposed to 
have chosen its own form and arranged its materials 
to suit itself. But by shiw degrees it hardened into 
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a solid framework of contitieuta. Gradually the aea- 
line of libertv receded within smaller limits, and ul- 
timately it will cease altogether, So with every otli- 
RF known form of life. Even the hnman soul, at first 
so pliuttic, in a few yews becomes like the solid ror;k 
for consistency of character. This fearful and yet 
blessed law of continuity sets the stamp of eternity 
on all the works of God which please Him. But He 
hiis not resigned His power to dissolve and make 
over those forms of life ■which diBplea.se Him, In 
this benign work of dissolution and recreation God is 
confltantly employed, and will be so while imperfec- 
tion and sin exist 

To what extent a genuine work of grace may pro- 
ceed withont prodncing a fised character seems very 
nncertain. Some think this whole question is deter- 
mined by Divins election; that every one who expe- 
riencea the new birth will certainly be saved, being 
recovered from every fall, or mis-step, by the eflfect- 
nal grace of Goil. If this be admitted the question 
will then arise What constitutes this new birth? for 
it seems quite certain that many are visited by re- 
deeming grace and quickened to a considerable de- 
gree who afterwards fall away and end life in dark- 
ness. Paul evidently felt it possible for himself to 
become a " castaway " after having preached to oth- 
ers and "done many wonderfnl works." Many pas- 
sages of Scripture prove the same truth, and, rcceiviit(5 
these in their plain import, the Friendu have always 
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urged t.lip neceasity of persevering imto the end, in 
the spirit ol the promiBe, "Be tboii faithful anto 
death aud I will give thee a crowu of life." 

As "many are culled but few chosen," it would 
seem that the fflnrious estate of souship is not fully 
conferred <tu man until by a settled and determinate 
V>ent, not only of will bat of a nature pretty well redeem- 
ed from »iu, preparation has been made for the final 
adoption and aeal of the Spirit. Then the soul is 
wedded to Christ by an inseparable bond, and will 
grow up with Him into all perfections of faith, hope, 
knowledge and love. 

"Uuhi every one of ub iw giveu grace accordin|; to 
the mea-nure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore hesaith 
When He aacended up on Ligh he led captivity captive 
and gave gifts unto men. . . . And He gave suiue 
apoatles, and some projiliets, and some evangetiste, 
and Bome paBtorti Hud teuc^bers ; foi' the perfecting of 
the saints, lor the word ol the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ ; till we all come, in the 
unity of the faith, and of tbe knowledge of the Sou of 
God uuto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stat- 
ure of the fullness of Christ." — Eph. iv, 7-1^. 
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But a verv unall proportion of Uir Society of 
Frifmils havp pver denieH the Divinity of Christ 
Some liftve held the doctrine in an unorthodox form, 
speakiu)^ of Christ, in his npiritnal being, as an ema- 
nation, or attriliute, of Gofl, rather than aR a Divine 
Person. Bnt even tliese are free to admit that what 
fjaveJeans Lis power and ulory was a real birth of 
(iod, and that this ma<le him the Son of God in a 
proper sense, Tlie ultra- unitarian element, however, 
are inclined to extend tlie title equally to all who re- 
ceive the " Holy Anointing " which made Jesus a Son, 
or, as tliey diatinsuish Him, an "elder brother." In 
viudiiviliou of their view tliey refer to varions exprea- 
sious of the Lord Himself, as where He said to Mary, 
on the niornini; of his resurrection, " Go to my breth- 
ren and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and 
your Ptttlier, and to my God and your God." There 
onn he no doubt that a glorious tnith is here, as else- 
where, plainly taught. For if Jesus be "the Vine" 
and His disciiilt'S " the branches," tliey too are sons 
nf G<>tl ill a proper seuHO. 

ltutth<^ (|Uestiou here titkes » higher raii^e, and in- 
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qnirea whether there be a difference iu k-md, i 
iti/, nf relationship, aa well aa iu dej^ree ol nearness 
to the common Father. Was the Divine Life which 
united with the seed of the Virj^in the same as that 
■which unites with the moral germ of kindly desires 
in the human soul when a "new creature" is {venera- 
ted and man becomes aChriatian? or was it the pre- 
esiatent Son of God in Heaven who thus took upon 
Himself the form and frame of our degenerate Hu- 
manity that He might lift it, by the quickening em- 
brace of God, to a position of pardon and safety? The 
Litter is the approved orthodt>x theory ; or rather 
doctrine ; for few are bo bold as to attempt theoriz- 
ing on matters of such magnitude and difficulty. 
Wherever this has been attempted the failure to 
adapt such mighty problems to human comprehen- 
sion has been conspicuous. Nor does it seem worth 
our while to quan^el about thiuga in their nature in- 
explicable so long as the Scriptures are not denied 
and the practical duties and relations ol lite are tol- 
erably well agreed upon. 

It is perliaps no easier to explain how a Christian 
is born of " the incorruptible seed and Word of God," 
than how an already conscious spirit couhl assume 
special connectious with a more material form of life. 

So far aa we can understand, God is always incar- 
nating Himself in the various forms and powers of 
nature to create new centers of vital activity. These 
new centers of positive and reflex action form the be- 
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f^niiings of soul life. And it was to inanpiirat* anew 
flTstpm of moriil and spiritual activities that the cre- 
ative Won] of God closed in with the (ilienateil world 
of maukiDd and sent forth from Bethlehem and Cal- 
vary ft stream of Divine Riory that shoiikl regeneriite 
and evermore uplift the race. How it was done no 
man can tell— perhaps not the aii^ela; and yet it may 
have been as simple and natural as any other act of 
Divine power and wisdom. We see the result, and 
know that God has been walkinj^ amongst us — that 
He, even the Eternal One, has taken ns by the Land, 
nnd is liflinfr as np, and washing away our sins in 
His own pure life. We know that miracles are 
wninght, more wonderful than the destruction of 
armies, the dividing of seas, and the shaking of 
mountains— miracles of life and salvation, healing the 
the sii'k and raising the dead. All this we see with 
our own eyes, and onr own hearts tell us. We know 
that we Lave passed from death unto life, and that 
w« have looked o|H)n the Son of God, for His ligLt 
euligLtens our eyes and tLe warmth of His love in- 
spires our hearts. 

And when this new life is fully otirs we shall not 
cry Anathema against a brother who differs some- 
wliat from ourselves in his apprehension of the meth- 
od and philosophy of Christ's redemptive work. 

Friends did not set out to become tbeologinnB. 
Their religion was eminently practical at first and 
biM largely remained so. As a rule they accepted 
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the atatements of the Bible without qiiestinnin;:;, and 
were generally able to harmonize apparently incon- 
gruous passages by appealing to tLe " spirit which 
gives life," rather than to the "letter which kills." 
At the rise of the Suciety they were accused of hold- 
ing unitarian doctrines. This they did not deny iu 
the sense of believing in one God, rather than three 
Gods. But in this they went no further than the most 
intelligent Trinitarians now do. "What they opposed 
was Tritheism, or that extreme of Trinitarianism 
which makes the deity "subsist in three distinct and 
separate persons." No well-informed theologian will 
now maintain the separate existence, or subsistence, 
of Father, Son, and Spirit, bnt rather thair entire 
tiuity in one substance, will, and purpose. Such was 
not the view, however, of the ignorant clergy of the 
seventeenth century who conld not understand the 
Articles of their own Church. It was to refute their 
crude notions of this and other doctrines that Wil- 
liam Penn, on being denied a public hearing by a 
clergyman who had accused him of uusouudness, 
wrote "The Sandy foundation Shaken, or those so 
generally believed and applauded doctrines of one 
God Bubaiating in three diatinct and separate per- 
sons; the impoBBibiiity of God's pardoning sinners 
without a plenary satisfaction; the justification of 
impure persona by an imputative righteousness, re- 
futed from the authority of Scripture teatimnuies and 
right reason." 
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In this work, wliicb cost the youthful hero his lib- 
erty, Penn says: "Mistake me not: we never have 
disowued a Father, Word aud Spirit, wbich are One; 
hilt men's iuveutiouri: For, J.. Their Trinili/ has not 
so much as a fnmidatiou in the Scripture. 2. Its 
original was three hmiilred years after Christianity 
was in the world. 3, It bjiviug cost much blood, in 
the council of Sirminra, Anuo 355, it was decreed, 
that IhriWffiirtli the cfnit rovn'sy slinuhl iinl lie revieniln-r- 
e(l, lieeausc thf. ScripfurfK of God make an vimtiiin 
themi/. "Why then should it be mentioned now with 
a Mararuitha on all who will not bow to this abstrnse 
opinion V 4. And it doubtless hatb oc<:asioned idol- 
atry : witness tbe popish images of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. 5. It scandalizeth Tnrks, Jews and In- 
fidelo, and palpably obstructs their reception of the 
Christian doctrine. Nor is there any more to be siiid 
on behalf of the other two : for I can bohlly challenge 
any person to give me one Scripture phrase which 
does approach the doctrine, of satisfaction (much leas 
the name) considering to what degree it is stretched : 
not that we do deny, but readily confess, that Jesus 
Christ, in life, doctrine and death, fulfilled his Fath- 
erjt will and offerad up a most satisfactory sacrifice ', 
but not to pay Gmi, or help him (as iHiin^ otberwiaa 
unable) to save men ; and for a justification by an im~ 
pvtatii-e ri<jhlf.ii}inii>'tiH whiUt not real, it's merely an 
imaftination, not a reality, and therefore rejecti'd ; 
otherwise (if a rsal righteousnesa) couI«at and kuowo 
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to be justifying before Ginl, bec^ause thpre is no nln'd- 
ing in Christ's love without keeping his cnnin-amlincntu," 
— Jttonej'a Life of Penn, page 54. 



It 19 unnecessary to repGat what has before been 
said, in the chapter on Jus tifi cation and Atonement, 
on the last two topics of the above extract Ami to 
show that the position assumed on the question of 
Tritheism, was not different from that of orthodox 
thwlotry at the present time, I will present a few ex- 
tracts from Dr. Hodge's Systematic Theology, Vol. 1., 
page 460. 

'The Mu'.aal Relations of the Persona of the IVinity. 
" On this subject the Nicene doctriue includes : 
" 1. The principle of the subordination of the Sou 
to the Father, and of the Spirit to Father and Son ; 
But this subordination does not imply inferiorit\. 
For as the same divine esseuce with all its iufioite 
perfections is common tn the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
there can be no inferiority of one person to the other 
in the Trinity. Neither dnea it imply posteriority ; for 
the divine essence common to the several persons ia 
Belf-esistent and eternah The subordination intend- 
ed is only that which concerns the mode of subsist- 
ence and operation, implied in the Scriptural facts 
that the Son is of the Father, and the Spirit of the 
Father ami Son, and that the Father operates through 
the Son, and the Father and Son through the Spirit 
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lie severfbl persons of the Trinity are distin- 
guished by a certain ' property,' as it is called, or 
chftraoteristio, That charHct«riatic is expressed hj 
tlipir distinctive appellations. The first person is 
characterized as Father, in bis relation to the second 
pei-Bon ; tile second is character! zerl as Son, in rela- 
tion to the first perBon ; and the third as Spirit, in 
teliition to the first and second persons. Pacernitv, 
therefore, is the distinguishing property of the 
Father ; filiation of the Son ; and procession of the 
Spirit It will be observed that no attempt at expla- 
nation of these relations is given in those ecumenical 
creeds, namely, the Nicene, that of Constantinople, 
and the Athanasian. The mere facts as revealed in 
Scripture are affirmed. 

"3. The third point decided concerninft the 
relation of the persons of the Trinity, one to the 
other, relates to their uniou. As the essence of the 
Godlioad is common to the several persons, they have 
a comiiion intelligence, will, and power. There are 
not in God three intelligences, three wills, three efB- 
ciencies. The three are one God, and therefore have 
ann mind and wilL" 

It can easily 1>e seen how far such langnage falls 
short of describing a "God subsisting in three dis- 
tinct and acptimte persons." Inexplicable lis the sub- 
ject must necessarily be, like all otherR vflietn there 
JH an organic union of varinus elements, las of aout, 
body and mind in one butu^ odled mau,f we can yet 
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perceive that tlie moment sepiiratiou hikes place, 
miity ceases. This is \yliat deepens the mystery of 
the inPariiaHon into almost absolute darknefis; (or 
there we bebolil the Son njypnrpntly separated from 
the Father so as to display a distinct will — " not my 
will liiit thy will be done." And yet in this very ai- 
tPiaiice Tesus manifestly divides his own will in two, 
one part of which coincides with his Father's will, 
while the other, orij^iuatinf; in his human soul, and 
really bnt an iinpnlse, urges for relief, but is firmly 
held in subjection to that part of liia nature which 
corresponds with the nature and mind of hia Father. 
Nor is there any dealing; with the life of this "Im- 
manuel" except on the supposition that two uatures, 
or related systemw of vital force, combined in him, 
as sunlifiht combines with air, earth or water to give 
life to the otherwise barren world. 

We only betray our if^norance when we attempt to 
deny that such corporate unions of kindred but diverse 
elements are possible to spirit aa well as matter; for 
all vital action is the result of such combinations. And 
seeing that nature, from crystal up to man, is but a 
vast concatenation of forms and forces whose vital- 
ity and efficiency depend on inscrutable marriage re- 
lations, filial evolutions and involutions, and eternal 
processions and reunions, where shall we look for 
the archetype of all this beauteous wonder-world if 
not in the infinite Father and Fountain of being? 

To suppose that the aourc« of all the varied forms 
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in tlie universe is itself a simple essence without u. 
ciiuatitution iidapteil to manifolil methods of vital ac- 
tivity is to fail iu the first step toward au orderly con- 
ception of life. If like begets like the world He has 
mnde must re&emble God, and we have only to read 
correctly the IcBsuns He has placed before us in Na- 
ture and ill ourselves iu order to understand the na- 
ture of Hiui wlio, while Ha is truly one, by the eter- 
ii;il " beginnini^s " of life and action becomes a lico-one 
and a (/iwc-u/itr and an TiiJiiiiU'-Oin: "As Thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in Thee that they also may be one 
in ua." 

But I may not pursue the theme here, my object 
being to show that in the light which rose with un- 
wonted clearnetw on their minds the early Friends, 
while not beyond mistaken, and, as Paul confessed 
for himself and others, knowiug only " in part," they 
were to a remarkable extent brought near the medi- 
um line of rational ChriKtiau truth. In later days 
some have deviated each way from the primitiva 
bith, as will appear in another chapter. 



XX. 

THE RESURRECTION— CHRIST'S SECOND COMING. 

Friends have never believed in the literal resurrec- 
tion of the body. They believe that it is God's de- 
sign to renovate the souls, and even the bodies, of 
those whose faith is sufficient, so that the entire man- 
hood shall be raised from the death of sin, and made 
to stand before God in the beauty of holiness. The 
resurrection of the body of Jesus was a type of this 
transformation and uplifting of even our physical na- 
ture from its bondage to the elements of tliis world 
into an instrument of happiness and power. But it 
does not appear to have been the design of God in 
our creation to £x the relations of the intelligent 
spirit to matter so that it should never pass on from 
a cruder to a finer form. No reasonable view of the 
history of life on this planet would lead us to sup- 
pose that had man remained innocent". his f" earthly 
house of this tabernacle," would forever have retained 
its heaven-born occupant. Nor would it have been a 
fit""companion for him in his endless progress God- 
ward. 

The apostle Paul seems clearly to have understood 
the case by that fine inspiration which enabled him 
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t<i.f"iticipatf! by two thousauil yeu.ra oiauT nf the tlis- 
coTftriea of slnw-jiaced Seient-e. He shows that a 
"Bfiiritual body" suLveetls to the "luitural body" 
somewhat its tha li^ht aerial blade of wheat rises 
frijiu the uiaiurod and solid j^rain. The iinaHS is a 
beautiful our. lu eauh there is a liviii{( g<?i'iii, im- 
)iei'i»hable while it keeps the law of life, aud a snr- 
roHudiuf^ frame wliidi gives it form aud connection 
with the H-orla of nature. To those planted here in the 
(Wk soil of «irth, the life seems to become lost, swal- 
lowed up of death and cnrruptiou ; but just above, 
bright with a new and vernal birth, waving its wings 
ill Iheiipeii sunlight and the freah airs of heaven, the 
rising angel of the bidden life puts on its glorious 
appart.-! and stands, fluttering with youthful delight 
in the presence uf the benignant Una. 

True is it that the natural body helps to endow the 
new augelie uianhtmd. How, we cannot tell. The 
luemories of our earthly life will cling to us, and the 
love of our friends will still be a part of our heavenly 
existeuue. Pt;rhaps an ethereal lorui will issue from 
the dying frame. But all transpires in a natural or- 
der of progression. The wheat does not come back, 
daya afterward, and take up bodily the grain that was 
buried in the soil. Neither will the soul of man thus 
FBturii to uplift the handful uf ashes that reniaina 
wliere its taWniacle is consumed. This is the dream 
of iiiia^ination, the poetry ol the world's childhood, 
the symlKilism of oriental philosophy, and not the 
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sober truth of Science and Revelation. But until tbe 
mind of the race growa strong enough to perceive 
truth in its higher forms it is useless to try to draw- 
it from the emblems which stand to it for realities. 
The plainest words cannot convey ideas until the in- 
tellect is able to receive them. Religious developmeut 
Las its period, corresponding to our toy-loving child- 
hood, when images, like waxen dolls, are as dear to us as 
the solid verities of life ; even more so. But when we 
become men, like Paul, we shall " put away childish 
things" of our own accord. 



It will seem irreverent to many to say that the an- 
ticipated Second Coming of Christ in an outward, 
Tisible, and eveu physical form tfor the doctnne is 
that he still occupies the same body which he raised 
from the grave,) is one of those illusious of our relig- 
ious childhood which are to be outgrown. That even 
the apostles entertained and cherished it proves 
nothing, only that the time had not then come when 
the disciples could bear the naked truth. " I have 
yet many things to say unto ynu but ye cannot bear 
iliem noiv. Howbeit, when he, the ^Spirit of Trvth is 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear 
that shall he speak: and he will show you things to 
come. He shall glorify me: for lie shall receive of 
mine and shall show it unto you." This is saying 
plainly that ail truth was not to be revealed at onoe 
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to thnae who reprpsent-ed the Church of Christ. 
They were to come f^adiiHlly to a clenr apprehenainn 
of the ttpirlt of truth. They had its einbleiuatio 
forins, juat as thejf had Christ in a. l>ody of tiesh be- 
fore them. But he declared to thera, "It is expedi- 
ent for ynu that I go away : for if I go not away the 
Comforter (the Spirit of truth) will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart I will SPud him unto ynu. And 
when he is come he will reprove the world of sin, and 
of righteousness, (that wblph is ri^hteona in form hnt 
not. in spirit) and of judgment" (jndHment that is lit- 
eral and false also in spirit). Then, after the passage 
first quoted above, in whiuh he states that he has yet 
mnvij t/iififfs to say to them which they are at present 
nnnble to bear, he atUls, "A little while, and ye shall 
not see me, and again a little while and ye shall see 
me, because I go to the Father." How plain it is 
that hia return, or second coming, was to be, not in 
physical form — for why should he bring back to the 
.world that which was already operating as a veil to 
his disciples' minds? — but in spirit and truth. Ajid 
when he did thus return, ncoording to his promise 
in "a little while," — not nfter many centuries— his 
disciples all recognized him. with their pi-nper mental 
organi, in that substantial and eternal and glorions 
form in which he is, and will ever remain, n Sun to 
the moral and spiritual hrmament of this now rapid- 
ly awakening world. 

The change wiiich will mako him ever more and 
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more clearly visible to mankind, is to tiike place nnt 
I an him, bat iu ouraelves as the epiritnal faculties of 
¥the ruee (^radimlty beeoinfi perfected, aud onr ntentiil 
jByes throw off tlie scales of a sometime uaefnl but 
'W blinding formalism, and learu to see "the Wiiy, 
e Truth, and the Life " of God in his beautiful and 
jlorious simplifiitv. We shall then also be able to 
ize the angels and saints who come with him 
1 their "cfclestial bodies" to jad^e the world and 
raise it from the hiog sleep of death in which unbe- 
lief has steeped its finer senses. 

That both Christ and his saints and angels have boil- 

1 far kindred to matter that they can affet-t our 

cal organisms, and even what seem to us the 

■lind forces of nature," is highlj- probable, indeed 

Inecessary to any intelligent working system of uni- 

r life in the world. Ood must have a body, or 

Fthere could be no body to anything. Doubtless He 

has both a " spiritual body" and a "natural body," 

after which ours are patterned, 

Christ, the eternal Word, in whom the Divine ea- 
aeuce takes form, as our thoughts and emotions take 
form in language, is the heavenly, or "celestial body" 
of God. Then sncceeds the more solid (though in re- 
ality more insubstantial) form of what we callNatnre; 
and yet we know nothing more of what nature really 
is than we do what our souls are made of. We only 
know thiit there is Life, and a Manifestation ot 
life in multitudinous and necessarily related forms. 
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Maii^' of tlieae forms in which LifeshowH itinelt to it- 
bp1[ appear to be corvertiVile ; aud for anplit wa 
know to the contrary our entire iihysical lieing, or the 
Bhttdowing fortli of onr esspntial aonl-life, may be 
convprted back into tLe nriainal ji'^seniia, or BPini- 
spiritiial, or even the purely flpiritiml nubstfince frnra 
wiiirh wp suppose all thirips to havp arisen. There 
may be literal truth in the strauge expression, "Tho 
Wonl was maile flesh and dwelt among na." 

There is an nnwTought mine of significance in this 
favorite epithet of the moat ajiiritUHl minfled of all 
tlte apostles Consider what that primary factor of 
our intellectual life is wliicli we call a ironl, and 
thrniigh what inarveloua changea we can cause it to 
pans in a few moments. We firKt conreiTfi Afiirm i>f 
lliriw/hl; that is the Word Ju its pure spiritual forrag 
Next we can pronounce it with increasing degrees of 
Pinphaais in our minds without any apparent physi- 
cal action, though there is au action of the brain, 
deep within. Then we can whisper it more and more 
loodly. Then we cjiu resound it. with rising power 
aiid vitrying infection. Ho far the eye beliolds notb- 
iiitt. yet ft reality is brought forth capable of creating 
anil netting in motion armies of men. But the end is 
imtyet. In another moment we can incarnate our Word 
ill n still more mnterialized form by writing, and send 
it away from us li> the other side of the world. It is 
gtill our Word, our offsprEtig, i>ur begotten child, and 
Carrien our spirit wherever it k"***" ^'"' phuilit Ihat 



TIIF RKWtIBRP.mn\ 

spirit, and begets a spiritualized imfif«e of itself, in 
ottier minds, oue, two or a tbouaand. Aud after all 
what ia it? We call it our book, our letter, our 
speech, our Word. It does its errand and may re- 
turn to U9 again, aud again go forth. You can burn 
the book without deBtroyiog the Utterance, This 
lives on, a spiritual, but a real and potential exist- 
ence. It has both a natural, or corporeal, body, and 
also a spiritual body- What the written letter is to 
the thought or sentiment wliich it shadows forth, that 
our He.sh and blood encaBement seems to be to our 
essential soul-life. It helps to accentuate, confirm 
and reproduce thought and knowledge. But the 
particalar form or material of the image that serves 
as a reflector of our mental force is a matter of indif- 
iereuce. The original manuscript of the Bible was 
loug .since destroyed. Did that destroy the Bible? 
The flesh and blood with which we began life has 
several times been replaced to the last particle. But 
we still have a body, and in a sense the same body; 
because when reduced to the last analysis the body 
is not matter, bnt a certain f<i}-in 'if /trhtif, just as a 
Word is afonn of IhwitiM. 

Now Christ had anch a body before he apjieared to 
to the eyes of men in .Tudea. God clothed that body 
with a covering of flesh, and still further with an em- 
blematic dress, in which he taught mankind certain 
vitally important lesaona. But when the dress and 
the flefih were removed the liody of Olirist was not 
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tJestrnyecl. He, still exists imd does all tilings as tlis 
S.iu ftuJ Word of God, and Las long since returned 
and entered into the life of the world, and has iiiiide 
another body for himself in hit* Church, as he is him- 
self the Word or spiritual Embodiment of God. And 
he even coiitioues to incarnate himself anew in suc- 
cessive geueratiiins of his disciples; just as the Bible, 
which is a verbal incjiriintion of the tnith, passes 
tUroii;^li edition aftfir edition, with iiew int and pajwr, 
but is the same Rinrions Book of Divine Revelation 
tliniusli all, its form, or /"idy of xacredleurvhiij, being 
a Hpirituitl snltHistant*. 

Christ's comiug is therefore a coniivuous procets of 
dniirhig vearcr I'nd urnrifr la the viiiln'fliiniling mid 
henrl nf mnnkinih And when the clonds of human 
ignorauue and superstition shall have all passed 
away, then we shall " know him even as we are known 
of him;" then shall we be "like him for we shall see 
him a« he is." And when we " awake in his likeness" 
we sh^di be sati.sfied." 



THE SEPARATIOS. 

A <lark pull, resemliling tlie sbadow ni defttL, fell 

1 the Society of Frieuds in Amenca iu 1827-28. 

B eveut is thus spoken of by the historian of the 

oi-iety Samuel M. Jaaney, who has laliiired to make 

a accurate record of the circumatatiL'^R, though his 

"account naturally favors the division to which he was 

attached. It ia to lie fonnd iu the Fourth "Volume of 

luH History of Friends, divided from the main work, 

lUgh it were an episode which hapjiily mifiht 

lome day be forf^ntten and erased from the records of 

B people whose name it has been thought to dishonor. 

The separation that took place in the Society of 

nds in America, durinfi the years 1827 and '28, 

jpaa an eveut of deep and painful interest to its raem- 

lers, and ia atill regarded by many, both within and 

rithout its pale, aa a subject of nnceafiing regret. It 

3 accompanied by alienation of feeling among many 

o had long been knit to<iether in the closest ties of 

riendship, and it ilimiuished the salutary inflneiice 

Biat the Society had always exerted fi-ora the first 

lettlemeut of the country in the promotion of every 

Work that tended to the public good. 
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"The spparatjnn wns pvcpcied by an PsciHng con- 
troversy, ill wliiph tlie (lortrinpR and diaripliiie of the 
Society were ilisciiSHPrl. both partipH c-laimins to hold 
the tenets nn(i to art upon the principles of the early 
Fiieiitls." 

The historian then enters into an elaborate exam- 
ination of those dnctiines of the Societv which were 
brought into controversy, aeekinfi t« gather these, 
since there never had lieeii a formal creed adopted, 
from tlie writinER of leading inembera, among whom, 
it in admitted that there were, from the first, "some 
shailes of difference, — they did not all see 'eve to 
eye,' neither was such uniformity o( sentiment con- 
sidered essential to relini;in8 niiion ; for being united 
iu Christ, through the boad of the Spirit, all minor 
differences were deemed unimportant, or regarded 
only as incentives to ChriBtian charity." 

What a blessing to the Society and to mankind 
hmi the Kentiment just r)iioted been more generally 
m'ted upon, not only in relation to matters of doctrine, 
bnt to those minor testimonies, in maintenance of 
which even the charitable Ffiends were not slow to 
cnt off jind esrbnle those rtho differed from the un- 
written creed of the main body ! So hard is it to see 
the beam in our own eye while plnckinn at the mote 
in a brother's eye. As compared with the groat doc- 
trines of the personalitv and divinity of Christ and 
nnthenticity of the Scriptures which contained the 
eiplosive material that burst the Society in twain. 
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Betting " tlie fatter against the son nnd the son against 
the father, the mother against the danfjhter, and the 
daugliter against the mother," how trivial were those 
questions of language and dress, of music, and meth- 
ods in marriage, which had so often been made the oc- 
casion of iufvingingjust liberty and separating breth- 
ren. And when those underlying causes which are 
the true seeds of mysterious events come up for judg- 
ment, it may be discovered tliat a practice so inconsist- 
ent with their lofty profession had not escaped the 
impartial eye ot Him who is no respecter of persons 
or societies, but who will "reward every one accord- 
ing as his work shall be." 

As the dissolution of the American Union was 
God's judgment against oppression, so the dissolu- 
tion of nearly every religions society in this land of 
boasted liberty of conscience maj' fairly he considered 
as God's visitation upon His oppressive Chnrob. 
This general judgment against both the church and 
state was the subject of what seems a well authenti- 
cated prophecy given in the form of a vision to a 
member of the Society of Friends named Joseph 
Hoag, in 1803. In describing his vision he sayst 
" And when the dividing spirit entered the Society of 
Friends it raged in as high degree as in any I had 
noticed or before discovered." As the Friends had 
sinned against the bright light of their own lofty pro- 
fessions, this was but just; and the great oataa- 
trophe is therefore less to be regretted than the 
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IB which led to it: andfiveu tlw^se afford hut another 
illnstration of the general tendencies of human society. 
It is not my purpose to give a history, or eveu a 
Bketcli of the notable event under couHideration, be- 
yond Btating generally that the Society in this country 
divided into two sections, by the withdrawal, some- 
tim()S of one and sometimes of the other party. Those 
who disapproved of the rativemeDt against Eliiis iliiiks 
and his friends were in several Yearly Meetings tlie 
larger portion of the Sf)oiety, and chose to be culled 
simply Friends, but were generally termed Hick»ites 
by their opponents who assumed the title i)f Oitho- 
dos Friends. Great confusion and distress resulted 
from tLe separation, and occasionally the civil courts 
were appealed to ; but iu most instanoes an amicable 
adjustment of cl^uis van effected so that the two 
companies either worshipiied separately, for a time, 
in the same house, or, with an equitable division of 
proi>erty, built another bouse nearby: and thereafter 
each party pursued its course in almost total oblivion 
of the afl'airs of the other. It can scarcely be said 
that love and charity abounded, or have yet risen to 
the point of "estoeminR other better than tliem- 
selvea," There ia, however, a very decided ameliora- 
tion in feelinfr. approximating in some cases to an 
JDward reunion ; imd were it possible to bring their 
vicwR more into harmony a reconciliation could per- 
haps i'p efffeteil. But the very act of separation 
drove them more and more aloof from each other oq 
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the points held in controversy, inaomnch that it was 
remarked that "One party is on the gallop for Rome, 
■while the other has taken the long trot toward Con- 
stantinople," 

Elias Hic^s, to whose radical views more than to 
any other single canae the separation was probably 
dne, is said to have remarked that he "feared his 
friends more than hia enemicB." He is also credited 
with the illustration, in apology for some statements 
of his own which he recognized to have an extreme 
tendency, that " if one wonld straiten a crooked stick 
he bends it backward more than strait" It was the 
persuasiveness and power of Elias Hick's eloquence 
combined with a not thoroughly digested theology, 
and a free, bold manner of throwing out fragmentary 
conceptions, after the method of sfvcnlntive geniuses 
in general, which fanned the smouldering elements of 
discord into an open flame, or at least made the oc- 
casion of their outburst A reverse movement of 
theologic tendencies in England had carried the So- 
ciety of Friends there into closer affiliation with the 
Anglican Church on some points of doctrine than was 
originally the case. This drift of the English body 
toward what are commonly regarded as orthodox 
views had culminated and found expression in the 
writings of Joseph John Gurney whose talents, char- 
acter and philanthropic works had won universal re- 
spect And several of whose brothers and sisters had 
joined the Episcopal Church, giving him no doubt a 
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"ong iBcHnation to cultivate unity of sentiments and 
views witli that body, so far aa possible, A slight 
Bhudder of opposition bad been manifested in both 
England and Ireland, causing a limited separation in 
the latter coantry ; but the general trend toward or- 
thodoxy was overpowering and secured virtual unity 
in the Society throughout Great Britain. In Amer- 
ica the case was different. The body here had been 
nurtured largely on the writings of the early Friends, 
and the genius of liberty bad perhaps increased the 
range of free thought until it verged, in some instan- 
ces, on license. Aware of this condition, mission- 
aries from the Society in England came to rescue 
their brethren in America, and, if the history be cor- 
rect, were so energetic in their office as to precipi- 
tate the dissensions into open discord. Had they 
possessed a gift for reconciliation, and understood the 
disease they strove to cure, the resnlt might have 
been very different. For though extreme views no 
doubt did exist and were to some extent openly pro- 
malgated, the trouble could not be removed by force, 
or by the enchantments of church discipline; and it 
was this vain endeavor which placed the "orthodox" 
party in the wrong in some instances. Many amonj; 
Friends who did not sympathize with the particular 
opinions which caused the controversy felt that the 
rights of private judgment were being assailed, and 
timt charity was more esseutinl to the Church than 
uniformity of doctrine. 
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Tliwp fan y^c nn doiiht. on tlip otlipr hand, that 
flprinua. and nnt altogpthfir pnnsplpss, alarm was f^lt 
for tlip intpcritv of doctrineR (IpfiraRfl esspntial tn tlie 
rflicriotiB litn of the Rocietv, and to its wholesome in- 
fliipncB. Both parties werfl sincPTP; and the eaniest- 
riPSB nf their cnnvifitioiis made the Btriicgle more in- 
ti^nae, aud reconciliation almost hopeless from the 
first. 

The decree had gone forth, anfl the wofnl line of 
Bpparntion was drawn tlironnh the Society, often cai- 
tin^it into verv uneqnal divisions. New Eneland, and 
the Sonth, below the national Oapitnl, remained unit- 
ed to the Orthodox branch, while in New York and 
Pennsylvania the preponderance was larRelj with the 
other diviwion. 

The event has been very generally regretted in its 
causes and conaeqnenc^s, and has been tlinnght by 
impartial observers to have weakened both di\'ision8, 
not only in numberB and influence, bnt also in purity 
of faith and doctrine. The venerable poet Whittier 
has recently given expression to this statement in the 
following letter, in reply to an invitation to be present 
at a centennial celebration where members of both 
societiea were to take a part. 



Hohlerness, N. H. , Ith mn. 20, 1885. 
R. 8. HAvn-AND ; 

Dear Friend:— It is not possible for m© to 
be present at the Centennial celebration of the Obap- 



THE SEPAKATION 



197 



» 



paqua Montlily Meeting. It will be an occaainn of 
much interest, and I would be glad to be witli you. 
I am pleased to see tbat both branches of the old So- 
ciety will participate in it, and I infer from this that 
the old bitter feeling between them has greatly 
changed. The separation should never have taken 
place, and the results of it have been evil. Both divi- 
sions have in consequence somewhat strayed frora 
the old paths trodden by Fox and Penn and Barclay. 
Let US hope that the time is coming when both will 
retrace their steps and stand together on the vital 
principle of Quakerism, avoiding Calvinism on the 
one hand and "free religion" on the other. 

Witli thanks for the invitation, I am very truly thy 
friend 

John G. Whittieb. 



Whether the hope bo fittingly expressed is ever to 
be realized, seems at present not a little douhtfnl. 
The feeling of the parties lia-* imleed very considera- 
bly improved, but the mental discords are nearly as 
great as ever. To earh of them the other seems more 
widely astray even than the denominations against 
which they formerly contended togetlier. One charg- 
fl8 the other with infidelity iu discrediting portions of 
the Bible, in denying the atonement, or its compen- 
satory sacrifice, and in rubbing Jesus of his divin- 
ity ; while the other thinks the first has grown 
noro outward and lileral iu son 
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eveu the Calviuista, while in practice it has lost many 
of the distinctive features of Quakerism, and scarce- 
ly deserves the title. So that although the words 
selected by the honored poet to characterize their 
divergent tendencies may sound a little harsh to both 
parties they are justiBed by the estimate in which 
each holds the other. The words, " Calvinism " and 
"free religion," were no doubt used in a somewhat 
"free" sense, one for a strict adherence to littral ren- 
derings of the Bible, and the other for a cutting loose 
from the essence as well as the letter of Scripture 
doctrine. And I trust the previous pages will assist 
the discerning reader to see tliat there is ample jus- 
tification for the judgment thus kindly passed. 
Not by any means that all in either division have 
thus deviated. This would be far from the truth and 
must not be inferred. But the tendency toward oppo- 
site extremes has been unmistakable; and it only af- 
fords another illustration of a well known law of 
mind and matter. 

To those who have read thoughtfully the preced- 
ing pages it may occur that nearly all the errors of 
the Society of Friends can be classed under the gen- 
eral head of Extremes. Extremism may be said to 
have well nigh mined a once happy and flourishing 
society. Should the time ever come when they can 
consent to return to the "golden mean" of simple, 
practical, spiritual truth, the "Healer of Breaches" 
may again cause His face to shine upon them and 
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bless them. In that case they will once more become 
what their principles seem well calculated to make 
them, a leading power for good in the worl(^ 



What then are the essential features of the religions 
feystera known as Quakerism? They are — 

The Manifestation of the Life and Lij^ht of 

■ Christ to the sonl and mind of man, for his redenip- 

l-laon from sin and its effects, and his K'^idance in the 

lipath of duty, the world over : — This is the " corner 

itone, elect, precious." 

2. The Scriptures contain a true history of the 
dealings of God with some who have received this 
Ijif;ht, and most important revelations of the Divine 
mind aud purposes with respect to individuals, na- 
tions, and mankind at lar<;e. They are thus the 
Words of God, but are effective for good only as they 
ai^e interpreted and applied by that Word of God who 
is the soul of life and knowledge. 

3. Inasmuch as "God was in Christ, pQconciling 
the world uuto Himself;" and Jesus said, "He that 

latli seen me hath seen the Father;" and again, "Be- 
■ me that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
' and again, "I will pray the Father aud He 
Jiall give you another Comforter, that He may abide 
irith you forever, even the Spirit of Truth ;" and 
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again, " I will not leave you comfortless, I will come 
to you :" therefore, the Father, Son and Spirit are 
united ill one heavenly Being, one eternal, alf- 
pervadiog Substance, Form and Life ; which Being is 
Oue and yet Diverae, like all its issues, and is, in all 
its members and its issues, characterized by jwraonal, 
or self, knowledge as an iodiMpenaable attribute of 
spiritoal existence, so that whoever is of God says / 
and Tkou and We. 

4. All true worship aud divine service must be 
performed under the impulse, aud by direction of the 
Spirit of God, with tho use of such means aa He may 
recommend to the enlightened under standing. 

5. The Spirit thus appoints to every oue his ap- 
propriate work and office, qualities each tor his duty, 
and inspires the willing heart to its performance. 
When such quickening ia not felt the soul should rev- 
erently "watch unto prayer," and wait, as a servant 
for the orders of bis master. But general duties, for 
vhich a permanent qualification haa been obtained, 
ra*y be discharged in the light of established princi- 
ples and sanctified reason. 

(}. As "the head of every man is Christ," or iu the 
words of Jesna, "One is your Master, even Christ, 
and all ye are brethren," all members of the Cltris- 
ttau household stand on an essential equality, and 
should dn their work freely utito the Lord, as grai-e 
is freely gireu— not contracting with man as though 
tbojf were serviuits of men, ur entitled to re- 
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wards, Nevtirtheleas, the same law of brotherly 
eqnalitj in love and duty requires tliat each aliall 
Bhare in the needful labors aud expenses of the cnm- 
mon service, according to the talents God has placed 
in his trust. And this should be done in a way to 
insure the hif^hest elEeieucy and well-being o[ the 
whole body. 

7. "Woman is called to be a helpmate for man in 
the Church as well as the Home: and though siu 
and a low state of society have loug placed her at a 
diHad\;i,ntage, it is the office of Christiamty to restore 
her to her rightful position, and insure her the free 
use of all the faculties of ber being for her own and 
the common benefit. 

H. Ah Jesna Christ is the Prince of Peace, the 
Lamb of God, who alone can take away the sin of the 
world, and as He laid down His life rather than re- 
eiat His eueniies with force, it is inconsistent with 
the spirit of His relif^ion for His disciples to engage 
in war. Nor should they resist any kind of wrong 
with violence, or legal weapons, when, by the use of 
moral agencies, evil can be overcome with good, ajid 
a higher blessing secured. 

9. Phiinuess, candor, and simplicity are among 
the brightest ornaments of the Christian character, 
and should be exemplified in language, manners, ap- 
parel, and temperate modes of living. 

10. Good works, though they do not, except as an 
undeveloped element of faith, or as faith itself, form 
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the l>eginiimg8 of spiritual life, are ret an incliapena- 
bMo result of tLe preaencB of divine grare in tlie 
heart. Heuce though partion is nnt niituiLed there- 
\)y, lieing the fruit of God's paterual love and mercy, 
yet ift no man justified, in a proper sense of Hie word, 
until he betomea just and brings forth "works 
meet for repentance," neither ain nor righteouaness 
bein(^ imputed by God where they do not really exist. 
"This is the work of God that ye believe on Him, 
vhoui He hath sent." 

11, The saving virtue of the Atonement conaiats, 
not in the vicarious suEFering whiijh Hia assumption 
of humanity brought on Christ through the neces- 
sary ties of associated being, but in the meritorioua 
faith and obedience which fultilled the laws man had 
broken, and the self-sacrificing love wherein He gave 
Himself to lie the life of the world, becoming, in His 
heavenly nature, both a fountain of new irapulaea, 
and food for all man's regenerated affections and 
powers. Being thus renewed in the imago of God by 
an actual birth of Christ iu the aoul, man is recon- 
ciled to God, and at length fully reunited with him as 
an ui'ceptable member of Chiist's body, "through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant" 

12. Man, thua reinstated in life, under a perfect 
and competent Head, shuuld go on to perfection, per- 
aeveriug unto the end, which ia eternal life. And i 
fastaa he outgrows the various helps and means of 
instruction which Gtxl, as a wiae Father, appoints for 
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his use. these should he excLanfjeii for ■ 
adapted to his condition and uuderafanding. This 
is the nvRaiiic law of Christ's Kingdom, which kint;- 
(Inm is nlrPady in the world progrpsaively. Under the 
oppratinn of this law typical rites will naturally give 
place to the more convenient symbolism of language, 
and tlip object lessons of daily life, in which historic 
and abstract trnths may readily be embodied as food 
and stimulus to the nnderstanding and the heart 
No other authority is needed for the di aeon tin nance 
of any ontward rite than proof of its present inutility ; 
and viceTei'sa. '"In essentials unity, in non-easeiitials 
liberty, in all things charity." 



The above propositions, though expressed in dif- 
ferent language from that commonly used, «eem to 
me to embody the substance of what is distinctively 
called Quaker doctrine. On tlie snbjects of the Di- 
vine nature and the Atonement I have formulated the 
statements with a view to the fuller development of 
ideas imperfectly nnfolded, but which may be found 
in the system, if carefully examined. I would ask 
the candid reader if they do not present a most reas- 
onable compendium of Vital Christianity, divested of 
what ia necessarily transitory in a religion designed 
for such a race of beings as men? — The creature of a 
day, born in poverty, nurtured in ignorance and vice, 
rising slowly, amid conflicting influences, without and 
within, to a contemplation of his nature, condition, 
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pUtions ami prospects, but everniure iiccLimiiliitiiifj 
lor himself and Lis posterity the data of mure exact 
'(jinpreiieusive kuowledj^e, tLe iudividiiul man 
teins to merye liis lite, without losiug bia ideulitj, 
e on-rolling tide of race-esistence which, with all 
t) defilements and noise and foam, aj^e h; age, as its 
lantiel widens and deepens, {^rows somewhat purer, 
1 refiectfi more fairly the face of the expauding 
bCflveu — Bui'h is the beiuf; God has taken to train i'or 
eternity, until he shall reHeut not only the beauty of 
Kutnre but the varied grace and glory of the eternal 
Suii of Itighteoiisneiis. What changes mitst needs 
couie tu him in the loug process of thought's unfold- 
ing from the tiny green bud of his boyhood visions to 
the full-blown Hiiwer of mauly wisdom. What going 
forwaid and backward, what turuings round and 
round, what putting on and taking off, what clinging 
to the old and accepting the new, what overturningsi 
couflii'ts, st4>rm and death might we not expect ere 
Peace, with dove-like wing, coming from Ueaven, 
tthall rost with abiiiiug light on the sous of God and 
man, Such has ever l>een, and such will yet a long 
time be, the experience of mankind, even in its most 
favored portions. 

Let UH DOW endeavor to summarize what has been 
offered iu friendly criticism on the supposed mistakns 
of the Society of Frieuda It has been obsef ved that 
they nearly all fall under one general head which 
may be defiue<l as the Tetideuvy to Extrviwu. It mfty 



2flfi flTIMMAHY 

alflii Iip ohsftrved tliat runst nf thfise aiippoHeil blani- 
iabes were a growth cnminenpiii:! very soon after the 
risfl of the Society and continniuK indefinitely. But 
a reaction lias in some inntancen alrea<1y set in. 

1. In seeking to be guidfid liy the Inner Light of 
the Spirit the Friends failed to make a full use of 
previous revelations of that Spirit as a correspond- 
inti Outward Ligbt, " profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, and for instruction in j'ighteoiis- 
nes9." The Bible, though privately read, and Ei-eely 
commended and quoted in public, was crowded from 
its natural and appi-oprlate place in the public ser- 
vices through fear of its being used formally. And 
thus the "candle of the Lord," which should ever be 
kept hnruing before the altar, not being provided with 
a candlestick and oil from the reservoirs of divine 
windom, sometimes went out and the people were left 
in darkness, or fed with a few flickerings from the dry 
wick of the human underataiuliDg and memorj'. 

2. While striving to avoid formalities in worship 
they fell into a formal quietism unprofitable to the or- 
dinary mind. This arose, not from dependence on 
the Spirit, but from inattention to its gentler motions. 
Had they stepped into the pool when " the angel first 
troubled the waters," or risen when the Maister firat 
bade fchem take up their bed and walk, thej would 
have beeji healed, and the people would have received 
instmction. 

3. Claiming to preach by ius^nratiou ministers 
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eftiDe t/i (Ippend on the Spirit to furnish tlipin both 
inRpinition iiijil knowledge. Not being able to get 
the hitter in that wiiy, tliej were tempted to supply 
the (leticiency by empty cnnceits or wearisome repe- 
tJtioDB. LpHTiting hhH mental disdpliue thus becom- 
ing neglected, the ri.qht arm of tlie church lost much 
uf its power and efficiency. Menntime the theory 
that miuistera, being furuiaheJ gratuitously by the 
Spirit tor their work, shouhl give iu like manner, re- 
fusing hII compeusntiou for time, and nil rtgular aid 
for the support of themselves and their families, con- 
firmed the eiil, and left many parts of the vineyard 
without "a man to till tbe ground." True "there 
went up a mist from tLe earth and watered the whole 
frtce of the ground," but this did not prove sutticieut 
for the more tender phmts of Christinucalture, which 
need "lain trom heaveo" in ample and somewhat 
"uniform supply. 

4. Pniyer, though esisting in substance, often 
failed to find adequate expression, so that the soul of 
the congregatinu rose not us the voice of one man to 
communu with God and aak things meet for the com- 
mon need. The Ore tliiit comes not to a blaze, 
though it may keep itself warm, will seldom warm u 
church sufficiently in this wintry world. There is 
dani^cr also that it may go out, or remain unfelt, liko 
dormant coals amid the ashes. 

J). "Uut of the abundance of the heart the month 
speaketli; and where the Christian's heart is full of 
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love anfl joy there is no form of expression more nat- 
ural, and inspiring to like feelinf^s in otbers, than 
sacred sodr. Tiie voice of the ages testifips to the 
power of aong as a gift of Heaven for the world's 
upliftiuf;; and merely becanae it in easily perverted 
from its liigjiest uses Christians shnnld not neglect 
an instrument so gratifying to the pure heart, and so 
powerful forgood as the melody whiuh eclnies hack 
the joys of Heaven. 

6. The word "Plainness" has heen used to rep- 
resent and enforce practices which long since should 
have ceased to be regarded as binding on the con- 
science, or made a test of social standing. The con- 
Tersiou of the Church of Christ into a society of lan- 
guage and dress reform has hedged the entering path 
to the Quaker fold with- needless tbonis, turned 
thousands of the young into other pastures, and kept 
tens of thousands from looking toward it as a desira- 
ble home for religious association. 

7. The uncalled-for severity of the Discipline in 
other respects, and especially in regard to the marriage 
relations, intensified the evils of ecclesiastical misrule 
to such a pitch that liberty, once the darling of the 
Quaker household, at length tied the gates of this 
meek-eyed daughter of Zion, and took refuge with 
her late enemies. 

8. The principle of full birthright membership, 
without the requisites of positive faith and experience, 
strengthened the existing disorders by placing the af- 
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fairs of the Chnreh to some extent in the hands of 
unconverted persons, and by putting stones instead 
of cohIh on the gospel fire. 

9. The Bpirituaii?.infT tendency at lenRth devel- 
oped extremes of doctrino on points of vital interest 
to reli^on, which, with the efforts raade to repress 
them, finally destroyed the tinity of the Body, impair- 
ing its credit and nsefnloess, and iinpelliuf» the in- 
flamed sections still further toward opposite poles of 
thonffht and sentiment. 

10. Contrary to the intentions of its fonndars, the 
I Society gradually built np walls on every side and 
[ became one of the most exclusive of the Protestant 
I sects. So rigidly has its esclnsive policy been en- 
[ forced, in order to shut nnt anticipated danger, that 

in some cases it has shut in enemies it noni^ht 
to exclude, and deprived itself of the benefits it might 
have received from others, while at tlie same time its 
I ioflaence for good has been limited In- niiwillinj^iess 
l-fo meet brethren of other names in the open Seld of 
r friendly intercourse and discussion, under the banner 
of Christian love and charity. Truth needs no de- 
fence bat the sword of the Spirit, 

The abovo appear to m© to be the most important 
f!»nera1 causes of the Decline in the Society of 
Friends. And surely aro they not enough? What 
body not formed of good materials could have stood 
lor two centuries against snch influences? 

lu enumerating these causes it is not proper to in- 



olude the niuTeraal sources of spiritnal weakness ana 
want, Human nature is the same iu all times aud 
places. "Individual nnfaithfulnesa" is not peculiar 
to one society or age more than another ; nor are 
the general temptations of worldlineas, wealth, 
pleasure-seeking, and the like, different now from 
what thej have always been. We cannot suppose a 
general decline of faith and church-enterprise without 
having this also to account for. God is able to stir 
up His people now as well as at other times. Bat if 
He sees that all their limbs are fettered why should 
He trouble them, till they discover their errors and 
lay aside their chains? When ancient Israel refused 
to go forward into the land of Promise and God 
turned them back into the wilderness they were 
obliged to remain there until the generation that re- 
belled was dead. Then their children advanced by 
■way of tlie Jordan, under Joshua, the successor of 
Moses, and inherited the promises made to Abraham. 
This great historic parable is evermore repeated in 
human experience, and may perhaps be again illus- 
trated in the fortunes of this " peculiar people " who 
in several respects closely resemble the literal seed 
of Abraham — called in the Spirit to the adoption of 
sons, but brought under bondage to the forms of law, 
esteeming all others aliens, and yet living to see those 
they despised enter the broad fields of Gospel liberty 
before themselves. What a lesson of hamility and 
charity should all this teach us. 
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Nor is it at all probable that a Society "which has 
always disclaimed sectarianism and yet has shut its 
heart against its sister denominations because of cer- 
tain diiferenees of opinion will be allowed to build 
up an exclusive order, contrary to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity and of the age of freedom. All these things 
must be repented of, and the great High Priest and 
Bishop of Souls, w^lio has broken down the walls of 
partition and rent the veil from before the Ark of 
Testimony, must be accepted for a Leader, in the way 
of His coming, before prosperity can again be known 
in the House of Benjamin. 



